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At  University  of  South  Carolina 


Gay  Student  Group  Granted  Recognition 


Bv  Jil  Clark 

COLUMBIA,  SC  —  The  Gay 
Student  Association  (GSA)  at  the 
University  of  South  Carolina  must 
be  invited  back  on  campus  and  of¬ 
ficially  recognized,  a  federal  judge 
has  decreed . 

Administrators  at  the  state 
university  had  rejected  the  GSA’s 
application  on  the  ground  that 
the  group  advocates  sodomy, 
which  is  illegal  in  South  Carolina. 

Fourth  Circuit  Judge  Matthew 
Perry  disagreed  with  the  university 
officials,  stating  that,  “Nothing  in 
the  constitution  of  the  plaintiff’s 
association  may  be  read  as  en¬ 
couraging  or  promoting  activity  in 
violation  of  the  law.” 

Speaking  from  the  bench  on 
February  2,  Perry  referred  to  the 
GSA  as  “at  most  a  pro-homo¬ 
sexual  organization”  which  seeks 
to  “promote  understanding  within 
the  society  concerning  the  lifestyle 
of  the  members  and  which  devotes 
itself  to  providing  information  and 
counseling  services  to  its  members 
concerning  their  own  needs  and 
orientation.” 

American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
attorney  Herbert  Buhl,  who  filed 
the  suit  against  the  university  on 
behalf  of  the  GSA  members, 
argued  that  the  administrators 
were  violating  his  clients’  rights  to 
free  speech  and  association  and  to 
equal  protection  of  the  law. 

Judge  Perry  concurred,  and 
added,  “Numerous  privileges  flow 
from  official  recognition  —  in¬ 
cluding  the  right  to  affix  the 
University  of  South  Carolina  to  its 
name,  the  right  to  reserve  and  use 
meeting  rooms,  the  right  to  apply 
for  and  receive  allocations  of  stu¬ 
dent  activity  funds.  More  impor¬ 
tant  [the  GSA]  has  the  right  not  to 
be  officially  condemned  by  the 
withholding  of  official  recogni- 

News  Analysis 


tion. 

As  a  secondary  justification  for 
expelling  the  GSA  from  campus, 
administrators  told  the  court  that 
the  presence  of  gays  at  the  univer¬ 
sity  was  disruptive.  Dean  of  Stu¬ 
dents  Marsha  Duncan,  who  denied 
the  GSA  license  last  year,  would 
not  elaborate  on  the  “disruptive” 
charge.  Paul  Ward,  the 
Univerity’s  Counsel,  and  Carl 
Epps,  the  attorney  for  the  Univer¬ 
sity  Board  of  Trustees  and  the  ad¬ 
ministrators  named  in  the  suit, 
also  declined  to  substantiate  the 
allegation. 

However,  a  clerk  at  Perry’s  of¬ 
fice  told  GCN  that  Duncan  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  court  an  affidavit 
alleging  that  gay  male  students  had 
bored  a  peep  hole  in  the  wall  of  a 
lavatory  on  campus. 

In  the  eyes  of  the  court,  the 
university  presented  insufficient 
evidence  linking  this  incident  to 
the  GSA. 

The  Gamecock,  the  student 
newspaper,  printed  an  editorial 
calling  for  recognition  of  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  group  two  days  be¬ 
fore  the  suit  went  before  Perry. 

Buhl  commented  that  “the  uni¬ 
versity  wasn’t  too  happy  about 
that;  so  much  for  their  ‘disruptive’ 
argument.” 

South  Carolina’s  buggery  law, 
says  Buhl,  “has  never  been  used 
here  —  except  as  part  of  a  male/- 
female  rape  case.” 

GCN  asked  Duncan  whether  she 
knew  such  a  law  existed  before  the 
GSA  presented  its  application  last 
spring.  Duncan  said,  no,  but  that 
she  looked  it  up.  Does  she  similar¬ 
ly  research  the  legality  of  the  ac¬ 
tivities  of  other  applicant  groups? 

“Yes,”  said  Duncan,  “with 
regard  to  ways  they  plan  to  spend 
money  and  things  like  that.  We  try 
to  stay  consistent.” 


Duncan  added,  “I  still  feel  I 
made  the  best  decision.  Whether 
or  not  it’s  used,  the  law  is  still  on 
the  books.  We'd  be  in  trouble  if  we 
licensed  a  group  whose  activities 
were  illegal.” 

Prior  to  this  ruling,  legal  prece¬ 
dent  existed  in  the  Fourth  Circuit 
requiring  colleges  to  give  full 
recognition  to  lesbian  and  gay  stu¬ 
dent  groups;  in  1976,  a  federal 
judge  ordered  the  University  of 
Virginia  to  recognize  such  a  group 
on  its  campus. 

Referring  to  the  South  Carolina 
suit,  Buhl  said,  “The  caselaw  was 
so clearthatl’m  surprised  we  had  to 
have  the  judge  tell  them  [the  ad¬ 
ministrators]  to  license  the  group. 


I  think  they  preferred  to  have  the 
court  force  them  fo  do  it  for 
political  and  funding  reasons. 
Now  they  can  say,  ‘The  judge 
made  us  do  it.’  ” 

Was  the  university  simply  pass¬ 
ing  a  hot  potato  on  to  the  court? 
“No,”  says  Epps.  “The  university 
thought  the  case  was  different 
(from  the  Virginia  case)  because 
South  Carolina  has  a  statute  which 
makes  homosexual  activities 
illegal.” 

However,  sodomy  is  also  illegal 
in  Virginia.  Buhl  said  the  ruling  “is 
not  a  huge  victory  [for  pro¬ 
gressives  here]  because  precedent 
already  existed  for  licensing  the 
group.  The  judge  is  just  applying 


the  existing  law.” 

Buhl  also  noted  that  the  con¬ 
stitutionality  of  the  sodomy  law 
has  yet  to  be  challenged. 

“However,  I  think  the  ruling  is 
significant  in  that  it  will  make  it  a 
whole  lot  easier  for  gay  student 
associations  at  other  state- 
supported  schools  in  this  state  to 
form  and  to  get  official  recogni¬ 
tion.  We  got  enough  publicity  in 
this  struggle  that  if  they  have  any 
trouble  they  will  be  in  touch  with 
the  ACLU.” 

Scott  Ross,  who  writes  for  the 
Front  Page,  a  lesbian  and  gay 
paper  in  neighboring  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  said  the  ruling  “surprised” 
Continued  on  page  3 


Judge  Drops  Tax  Charges 
Against  Susan  Saxe 


By  Nancy  Wechsler 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  All 
charges  have  been  dropped  against 
Susan  Saxe  and  four  others  in¬ 
volved  in  a  prisoner-run  computer 
company  at  Framingham  Prison, 
(see  GCN,  Vol.  9  No.  33,  44  ). 

Saxe,  along  with  Benjamin 
DeChristoforo,  Richard  Quillen, 
Kenneth  Chapin  and  George 
Magrath  were  charged  with  failure 
to  file  tax  returns  and  failure  to  file 
partnership  returns,  all 
misdemeanors. 

Middlesex  Superior  Court  Judge 
Elizabeth  Dolan  recently  dismissed 
the  tax  evasion  charges  when  the 
prosecution  refused  to  turn  over 
records  to  the  defense  from  the 
Department  of  Corrections  and  the 
Department  of  Revenue.  The 
judge,  in  dismissing  the  charges, 
said  that  a  trial  was  not  possible 
without  that  evidence. 


Landmark  Status  Asked 
For  Former  GCN  Building 

Bv  Larrv  Goldsmith  * — f 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  It  has  been  seven 
months  now  since  a  little  combus¬ 
tion  brought  some  unexpected  ex¬ 
citement  into  the  lives  of  GCN  and 
its  readers.  The  collective  response 
to  the  violent  destruction  of  nine 
years  of  the  paper’s  home  and  his¬ 
tory  has  found  expression,  for¬ 
tunately,  in  the  will  to  rebuild. 
Thanks  to  the  help  of  its  readers, 
GCN  will  soon  celebrate  its  tenth 
anniversary  comfortably  settled, 
more  or  less,  into  its  new  office  on 
Tremont  Street.  The  period  of 
shock  and  nomadic  operation  has 
largely  passed  now,  and  there  is 
only  an  occasional  nostalgic  re¬ 
minder  of  our  days  on  Bromfield 
Street. 

One  such  reminder  came  on 
February  8,  in  the  form  of  a  Land¬ 
marks  Commission  hearing  called 
to  address  the  question  of  desig¬ 
nating  the  Bromfield  Street  build¬ 
ing  as  an  official  landmark. 

Landmark  status  for  the 
building,  an  important  and  rare 
surviving  example  of  the 
19-century  Boston  granite  row, 
became  suddenly  a  pressing  issue 
last  November,  when  the  Commis¬ 
sion  convened  in  emergency  ses¬ 
sion  after  learning  that  the 
building’s  owner,  Ronald  Druker, 
had  planned  to  demolish  the  gut¬ 


ted,  but  standing  structure  during 
the  weekend  of  November  19-21. 
At  that  time,  the  Commission 
voted  to  consider  a  petition  for 
landmark  status,  temporarily 
halting  demolition  or  changes  to 
the  structure  and  clearing  the  way 
for  permanent  protection  under 
the  city’s  landmark  ordinances. 

The  building  stands  in  an  area  of 


the  center  city  currently  undergo¬ 
ing  extensive  commercial  redevel¬ 
opment,  and  observers  generally 
expected  Druker  to  build  a  new, 
larger  structure  on  the  highly  pro¬ 
fitable  property.  It  therefore  came 
as  quite  a  surprise  when  Ronald 
Druker  appeared  in  person  at  the 
Landmarks  Commission  hearing 
to  testify  in  favor  of  protective 
designation  of  the  building. 


Boston  Globe  architecture 
writer  Robert  Campbell,  in  an  arti¬ 
cle  appearing  the  day  of  the 
scheduled  hearing,  noted  that  “an 
agreement  was  hammered  out  in 
long  negotiations  between  Druker 
and  Roger  Lang,  an  architect  and 
member  of  the  commission,  who 
came  to  know  each  other  when 
both  were  Loeb  Fellows  at  the 
Harvard  Graduate  School  of 
Design  in  1977.” 

“I  was  not  aware  of  the  historic 
importance  of  the  buildings  when  I 
attempted  to  have  them  demolish¬ 
ed,”  Druker  is  quoted  as  saying. 
And  Druker,  in  his  first  statement 
to  GCN  since  the  arson  attack, 
repeated  that  statement  to  this 
reporter  in  a  short  interview 
following  the  hearing. 

Druker  refused  comment,  how¬ 
ever, on  the  investigations  of  the 
fire  by  the  Boston  arson  squad  and 
the  federal  Bureau  of  Alcohol, 
Tobacco  and  Firearms.  Neither 
agency  has  said  much  about  the 
fire  except  to  confirm  that  it  was 
started  intentionally  by  an  ar¬ 
sonist.  And  that,  according  to  the 
arson  squad,  is  as  far  as  the  in¬ 
vestigation  has  come.  “We’re  get¬ 
ting  nowhere  down  there,  that’s 
all,”  said  Arson  Squad  Det.  Gary 
Flanagan  recently.  “It’s  bad  news 
but  that’s  all  I’ve  got  to  tell  you.” 


Saxe,  a  lesbian  feminist  and 
political  activist,  was  serving  time  in 
Framingham  prison  as  a  result  of  a 
bank  robbery  committed  in  1970 
during  the  height  of  the  anti- 
Vietnam  War  protests.  She  has 
since  been  released  from  prison. 

The  tax  evasion  charges  came  in 
the  wake  of  a  much-publicized  raid 
on  the  prison  in  the  early  morning 
hours  of  January  6.  The  District 
Attorney’s  office  announced  at  the 
lime  that  it  was  looking  for 
evidence  of  a  huge  gambling  and 
drug  operation  run  from  within 
Framingham  prison’s  computer 
room.  No  drugs  or  weapons  were 
found  in  the  prison.  The  only 
gambling  charges  to  come  from  the 
raid  were  brought  against  a  few 
prisoners  not  connected  with  the 
computer  program.  They  were 
charged  with  placing  small  in¬ 
dividual  bets  on  football  games  to 
friends  over  the  phone,  charges 
which  are  misdemeanors. 

The  straight  press  ran  tront-page 
headlines  claiming  that  Saxe  was 
the  “ringleader”  of  the  drug  and 
gambling  operation.  The  raid  came 
just  months  before  Saxe’s  release 
date  and,  according  to  members  of 
her  defense  committee,  it  looked 
like  a  frame-up  attempt  by  the 
government  to  make  sure  Saxe 
spent  more  time  in  prison.  Saxe  has 
always  maintained  that  she  had 


done  nothing  illegal  and  that  the 
prisoner-  run  computer  company 
had  done  nothing  illegal.  She  has 
alwrys  believed  that  the  raids  were 
just  an  excuse  to  bring  about 
repressive  changes  in  the  prison 
rules  and  regulations  —  changes 
that  the  Department  of  Corrections 
(DOC)  had  been  trying  unsuccess¬ 
fully  to  make  for  years. 

While  Saxe  sees  the  judge’s  rul¬ 
ing  as  a  vindication,  she  doesn’t  call 
it  a  victory.  The  prison  raid  did  not 
result  in  successful  prosecutions, 
but  the  rules  and  regulations  which 
govern  the  lives  of  prisoners  have 
been  changed  and  life  at  Fram¬ 
ingham  is  much  more  difficult  now. 

Says  Saxe,  “What  I  am  not 
pleased  with  is  that  the  women  back 
in  Framingham,  with  no  publicity, 
no  fanfare  ...  are  .till  suffering 
the  effects  of  this  farce.  .  .  and  that 
continues  to  be  outragemsand  it  is 
certainly  no  victory.  The  women 
there  are  getting  rcrsecuted.  I  he 
day  to  day  life  for  them  is  more 
grinding  than  it  was  before,  more 
isolating,  more  painful,  more 
deprived  and  more  hopeless  than  it 
was  before  the  raid. .  .  .  What  1  am 
concerned  about  is  that  while  my 
case  may  be  over(the  fallout  from 
the  raid  continues  ...  for  the  sake 
of  the  DA  getting  lo  do  some  elec¬ 
tioneering  business  and  the  correc- 
continued  on  page  9 
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Photo  courtesy  of  The  Bostonian  Society 

Bromfield  Street  in  1859.  The  building  formerly  housing  GCN  is  visible 
on  the  left,  just  to  the  right  of  an  identical  building,  since  destroyed. 
The  Greek  Revival  building,  with  distinctive  Egyptian  capitals,  is  the 
only  building  on  the  street  remaining  from  this  era. 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

—  “I  want  you  to  know  that  I  regard  homosexual 
acts  as  degrading  and  disgraceful  practices,  and  can¬ 
not  agree  with  the  report  the  Anti-Discrimination 
Board  has  now  made  available.  Indeed,  it  is  justifica¬ 
tion  for  the  Premier’s  initial  decision  to  abolish  the 
Board. 

“I  do  not  expect  people  to  be  bashed  because 
they  engage  in  this  shocking  practice,  but  if  teachers 
were  to  encourage  the  young  boys  to  whom  you  refer 
to  be  manly  and  take  part  in  proper  sports  then  perhaps 
the  reason  for  the  bashing  would  be  removed.” 

—  New  South  Wales  (Australia)  National  Party 
Spokesman  for  Housing  and  Co-Operative  Societies 
and  Consumer  Affairs,  Jim  Brown,  rejecting  the  Anti- 
Discrimination  Report  and  offering  a  unique  sugges¬ 
tion  for  nipping  queerbashing  in  the  bud. 


gay  dems  gain  official  caucus  in  party 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Gay  Democrats  can  look 
forward  to  an  increased  participation  in  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  Party  through  their  gay  caucus  which  was  ap¬ 
proved  unanimously  by  the  Democratic  National 
Commitee  (DNC)  Executive  Commitee,  according  to 
Lou  Chibbaro  of  the  Washington  Blade. 

The  caucus,  officially  recognized  this  past  week¬ 
end,  is  required  to  meet  at  least  twice  a  year  and  is 
provided  meeting  accomodations  and  logistical  sup¬ 
port  by  the  Democratic  Party.  It  will  join  only  three 
other  such  special  interest  caucuses  in  the  party, 
which  represent  women,  blacks  and  Hispanics. 

The  caucus  was  proposed  to  the  DNC  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Democratic 
Clubs  which  circulated  petitions  for  the  vote  on  the 
proposal. 


$11.3  million  proposed  for  a.i.d.s.  in  ’84 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  1984  budget  released 
last  week  by  the  Reagan  administration  includes  a 
proposed  $11.3  million  allocation  for  AIDS  research, 
according  to  the  Washington  Blade. 

A  spokesman  for  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Human  Services  said  the  budget  specifies  $2  million 
in  funding  for  the  Atlanta-based  Center  for  Disease 
Control  (CDC)  and  a  $9.3  million  research  package  for 
the  National  Institute  for  Health  (NIH) 

The  CDC  allocation  of  $2  million  is  the  same 
amount  received  by  the  Center  last  year  for  AIDS 
research.  The  $9.3  million  amount  for  the  NIH, 
however,  represents  a  $1.4  million  increase  over  last 
year’s  budget. 


dc  gays  meet  with  fee  to  discuss  news 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Representatives  of  Wash¬ 
ington’s  Gay  Activist  Alliance  (GAA)  met  with  an  aide 
to  the  chairman  of  the  Federal  Communications  Com¬ 
mission  (FCC)  to  discuss  ways  in  which  network  news 
staffs  can  be  made  more  sensative  to  the  gay  com¬ 
munity,  according  to  the  Washington  Blade. 

GAA  has  sought  meetings  with  representatives 
from  the  three  major  networks  and  the  Westinghouse 
news  syndicate,  but  without  success. 

David  Brenner,  the  FCC  legal  assistant,  met  with 
Jeff  Levi  and  Vic  Basile  of  GAA.  Brenner  said  there 
was  little  that  the  FCC  could  do  since  the  FCC 
licenses  stations,  not  networks.  The  only  option  Bren¬ 
ner  offered  them  is  to  file  a  complaint  against  a  sta¬ 
tion  under  the  Fairness  Doctrine  which  requires  news 
people  to  cover  constroversial  issues  of  public  impor¬ 
tance  and  to  provide  contrasting  views.  Brenner  was 
skeptical  that  the  FCC  could  bring  pressure  to  bear 
on  the  networks  and  Westinghouse  to  meet  with  gay 
representatives. 

Levi  said  he  may  file  a  Fairness  Doctrine  com 
plaint  and  that  GAA  would  keep  looking  for  ways  to 
“make  sure  that  the  networks  will  sit  down  with  us.” 


guys  who  can  go  all  night 

PITTSBURGH  —  According  to  the  Gay  News , 
Philadelphia,  the  Pittsburgh  Spirit  soccer  team  may 
have  the  most  unusual  advertising  campaign  in  pro¬ 
fessional  sports. 

“Hot  legs,  hot  time,  hot  action  —  just  too  hot  to 
handle.  The  Pittsburgh  Spirit . . .  don’t  need  helmets, 
gloves  or  sticks  to  prove  just  how  hot  they  are.  We 
have  20  guys  in  shorts  who  can  go  all  night.” 

The  club's  marketing  director  says  he  didn't 
think  about  the  pitch’s  appeal  to  a  gay  audience.  The 
Spirit,  although  last  place  in  their  league,  are  enjoy¬ 
ing  bigger  crowds  than  last  year. 


“glad  fridays”  on  the  air 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  —  A  collection  of  tapes  of 
gay  and  lesbian  authors  reading  their  works  which 
was  recorded  at  the  Glad  Day  Bookstore,  Boston,  are 
being  aired  on  a  San  Francisco  radio  station,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  station's  program  guide. 

Station  KPFA,  a  listener  supported  station,  will 
air  the  tapes  of  the  "Glad  Fridays”  readings  on  the 
third  Wednesday  of  each  month.  Edward  Field’s 
reading  inaugurated  the  new  program  on  January  19. 
Subsequent  months’  programs  will  feature  Bertha 
Harris,  Thom  Gunn  and  Dennis  Altman. 

Plans  are  underway  to  air  the  tapes  in  Los 
Angeles,  Houston,  Washington,  DC  and  New  York. 


grand  jury  investigates  jail  conditions 
and  policies  in  rape  cases 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  special  grand  jury  im¬ 
paneled  to  investigate  prisoner  rapes  and  sexual 
assaults  at  a  Prince  George’s  County  jail  has  begun 
to  question  jail  officials  about  conditions  at  the  jail, 
reported  the  Washington  Post. 

The  grand  jury,  which  has  so  far  issued  twelve  in¬ 
dictments  of  prisoners  on  charges  of  forced,  or  at¬ 
tempts  to  force,  sexual  encounters,  was  told  that  the 
director  of  the  facility  did  not  count  a  rape  or  sexual 
assault  unless  the  victim  decided  to  press  criminal 
charges.  As  a  result,  while  guards  and  inmates  say 
that  the  attacks  occurred  about  twelve  times  a  week, 
the  director  claims  the  incidence  to  be  about  twelve 
times  a  year. 

Witnesses  also  said  that  conditions  at  the  jail  en¬ 
couraged  rapes  and  that  guards  who  complained 
about  the  conditions  were  often  demoted. 


diagnostic  services  for  des  daughters 

BOSTON  —  The  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Public  Health  has  announced  that  seven  hospitals  in 
the  state  will  provide  diagnostic  evaluations  for 
women  whose  mothers  took  the  drug  DES  during 
pregnancy. 

DES  was  given  to  pregnant  women  from  1941  to 
1971  to  prevent  miscarriages  and  other  pregnancy 
complications.  DES  daughters  suffer  from  an  increas¬ 
ed  risk  of  a  rare  form  of  cancer  of  the  vagina  and  cer¬ 
vix,  benign  abnormalities  and  structural  changes  in 
their  reproductive  organs. 

There  are  an  estimated  50,000  DES  daughters  in 
the  state. 

For  information  and  the  list  of  hospitals  offering 
free  evaluations,  call  toll-free  1-800-952-7420. 


la  police  and  gays  talk  cop  shop 

LOS  ANGELES,  CA  —  The  Los  Angeles  Police 
Commission  last  week  issued  a  directive  reiterating 
the  department’s  policy  of  non-discrimination 
against  gay  men  and  lesbians,  according  to  the  Los 
Angeles  Times. 

The  commission  also  said  that  it  “will  consider” 
including  gay-oriented  magazines  and  newspapers 
on  the  list  of  publications  used  for  advertising  for  pro¬ 
spective  officers.  This  falls  short  of  the  hoped-for  pro¬ 
mise  to  actively  recruit  gay  officers. 

The  directive  is  the  result  of  months  of 
negotiating  between  the  commission  and  the  gay 
community,  represented  by  a  17-member  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Police  Advisory  Task  Force. 

Although  pleased  with  the  commission’s  state¬ 
ments,  the  Task  Force  promised  to  continue  to  moni¬ 
tor  the  department’s  treatment  of  gay  men  and 
lesbians. 


before  stonewall  needs  people  and  pics 

NEW  YORK  —  The  producers  of  Before  Stone¬ 
wall,  a  PBS  funded  documentary  about  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  history  prior  to  1969,  have  requested  material  for 
their  film. 

If  you  have  photographs,  home  movies,  tape  re¬ 
cordings,  artwork,  diaries  or  letters  which  predate 
“gay  liberation,”  the  producers  request  that  you  write 
and  tell  them  what  you  have,  but  do  not  send  your 
original  material. 

The  producers  especially  want  to  hear  from  indi¬ 
viduals  who  maybeoral  historians  for  their  communi¬ 
ties  or  who  can  speak  of  their  own  pre-Stonewall 
lives. 

Contact  Before  Stonewall  at  630  9th  Ave.,  Ste. 
908,  NY,  NY  10036  or  Mass  Productions,  110  1st  St., 
SF,  CA  94105. 


australian  gay  rights  group  in  trouble 

SYDNEY,  AUSTRALIA  —  An  Australian  gay 
rights  group  is  about  to  collapse  due  to  lack  of  sup¬ 
port  from  the  community,  according  to  Campaign, 
Sydney. 

The  Homosexual  Law  Reform  Coalition  (HLRC) 
is  suffering  from  smaH'attendance  at  meetings  and  a 
lack  of  active  support.  The  HLRC  has  co-ordinated  the 
activities  of  many  groups  involved  in  the  campaign  to 
repeal  anti-homosexual  laws. 

Despite  the  fact  that  there  is  presently  an  anti- 
discrimination  amendment  before  the  Australian 
parliament,  only  a  few  of  the  33  member  groups  of  the 
HLRC  are  sending  representatives  to  their  meetings. 
A  spokesperson  for  the  HLRC  expressed  concern  that 
unless  the  community  rallies,  the  group  may  cease 
operations. 


ngra  wins  immigration  harassment  suit 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  —  National  Gay  Rights 
Advocates  (NGRA)  has  announced  that  it  has  won  a 
$7500  settlement  against  the  U.S.  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service  (INS).  * 

The  suit  was  filed  on  behalf  of  Jamie  Chavez 
against  the  INS,  Mexicans  Airlines  and  Braniff  Air¬ 
lines.  It  arose  from  a  1980  incident  in  which  Chavez 
was  stopped,  strip-searched  and  detained  en  route  to 
the  U.S.  from  Mexico  because  of  his  “suspected 
homosexuality.” 

In  addition  to  the  money  settlement,  the  govern¬ 
ment  must  notify  its  INS  agents  not  to  interfere  with 
the  arrival  of  gay  visitors.  The  suit  is  significant 
because  it  was  filed  against  private  corporations  as 
well  as  the  government,  and  prevents  them  also  from 
harassing  gay  visitors  to  this  country. 


students  vs.  the  military  recruiters  at  penn 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA  —  Two  student  groups  at 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania  have  expressed 
dissatisfaction  with  the  University  president’s  recent 
decision  to  allow  military  recruiters  on  campus, 
reports  the  Daily  Pennsylvanian. 

The  Student  Activities  Council,  a  non-political 
undergraduate  group,  passed  a  resolution  in  support 
of  the  University’s  non-discrimination  policy  and  in 
opposition  to  the  presence  of  recruiting  employers 
which  practice  discrimination  based  on  sexual 
preference. 

The  Student  Academic  Committee  at  the  Law 
School  has  requested  a  meeting  with  President 
Sheldon  Hackney  to  discuss  the  military  recruitment 
and  will  call  on  the  Law  School  faculty  and  ad¬ 
ministration  to  reaffirm  their  commitment  to  the  non¬ 
discrimination  policy.  They  also  voted  to  send  a  letter 
to  Law  School  Dean  Robert  Mundheim  requesting 
that  the  Army  recruitment  issue  be  placed  on  the 
agenda  for  the  next  law  school  faculty  meeting  on 
February  17. 

Prior  to  the  Law  School  SAC’s  decisions,  a  peti¬ 
tion  was  circulated  which  condemn’s  Hackney’s 
actions.  About  370  members  of  the  Law  School  com¬ 
munity  signed  the  petition,  among  them  more  than 
half  the  student  body. 

Law  School  student  John  Hangar,  member  of  the 
Ad  Hoc  Committee  Against  Discrimination  at  Penn, 
said,  “It  was  one  of  the  most  effective  petitions  at  the 
Law  School  . . .  President  Hackney  needs  to  know 
that  this  issue  is  going  to  be  alive  within  the  Law 
School,  the  University  community  and  elsewhere.” 

The  Army  was  barred  from  recruiting  at  the  Law 
School  last  September  due  to  its  explicit  discrimin¬ 
ation  against  gay  men  and  lesbians.  Hackney  decid¬ 
ed  last  month  that  the  Army  could  return  to  the  cam¬ 
pus  because  it  does  not  violate  any  laws. 
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At  Parent's  Meeting 

Jersey  Cops  Deliver  Talk  on  Pedophilia 


By  Bob  Nelson 

MONTVALE,  N.J.  —  GCN at¬ 
tended  a  lecture  this  week  by  New 
Jersey  police  on  how  parents  can 
protect  their  children  from 
pedophiles. 

Notice  of  the  meeting  had  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Bergen  Record ,  a 
suburban  daily  serving  northern 


News  Commentary 


New  Jersey:  Lt.  William  Thorne 
and  Officer  Mike  Trachey  of  the 
Sex  Crimes  Unit  in  the  Bergen 
County  Prosecutor’s  Office  would 
speak  on  theNorthAmerican  Man/ 
Boy  Love  Association  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  8.  “Parents  without  Part¬ 
ners  members  say  NAMBLA  is 
more  active  in  the  county  than 
most  residents  realize,  infiltrating 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  The  Transporta¬ 
tion  Committee  of  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  State  Legislature  heard  testi¬ 
mony  on  February  8  supporting 
the  proposed  closing  of  a  rural 
highway  rest  area  known  as  a 
popular  gay  male  cruising  area. 

Chelmsford  Selectman  [sic] 
Norman  Thidemann  and  Deputy 
Police  Chief  Pennwyn  Fitts  ap¬ 
peared  at  the  hearing  to  testify  in 
favor  of  S.  1741,  a  bill  sponsored 
by  Sens.  Carol  Amick  (D-Bed- 
ford)  and  Philip  Shea  (D-Lowell) 
which  would  close  the  rest  stop, 
located  on  the  Westford/ 
Chelmsford  town  line  along  U.S. 
Route  3. 

“It  has  become  notorious  as  a 
gathering  place  for  people  who 
engage  in  homosexual  type  ac¬ 
tivities,”  Thidemann  told  GCN. 
“Motorists  have  been  going  in 
there  to  relieve  themselves. 
They’ve  had  people  that  have  tried 
to  —  uh,  I  don’t  know  what  the, 
uh,  yes,  I  guess  it  is  an  assault,  it’s 
a  form  of  simple  assault  —  tried  to 
touch  them  and  things  like  that.” 

Thidemann  also  said  that 
motorists  had  complained  of 
homosexual  actiyity  in  the  woods 
surrounding  the  rest  area. 
“Specific  people  have  been  in  the 
woods  and  come  across  a  couple  of 
men  doing  whatever  they’re  doing, 
men  walking  hand  in  hand  naked 
through  the  woods,  things  of  that 
nature.” 

Thidemann  declined  to  be  more 
specific  about  the  number  or 
nature  of  complaints  about  the 
rest  area,  referring  such  inquiry  to 

Student 

Group 

Continued  from  page  1 
him.  “And  so  did  the  editorial  [in 
the  student  newspaper].  The  last 
mention  of  homosexuality  in  their 
pages  was  about  gay  sex  in 
bathrooms.” 

Ross  continued,  “I  suppose 
there  has  to  be  some  slightly  liberal 
feeling  on  campus  in  order  to  have 
an  organization  at  all.  But  some¬ 
times  I  think  students  are  more 
conservative  than  their  parents. 
Kids  are  so  worried  about  getting 
jobs  when  they  graduate  that  they 
don’t  have  time  to  cultivate  liberal 
attitudes.” 

Leslie  Potash,  who  works  at  the 
Gamecock,  told.  GCN  that, 
according  to  a  poll  of  the  student 
body  taken  after  the  court  ruling, 
“most  people  here  seem  to  think 
they  [GSA  members]  have  a  right 
to  be  here  —  as  long  as  they  leave 
everybody  else  alone.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 


Little  League  groups,  shopping 
center  arcades  and  other  areas  in 
which  children  gather,”  ran  the 
announcement. 

The  60  members  of  the  Pascack 
Valley  Chapter  548  of  Parents 
without  Partners  did  not  realize 
that  their  audience  included  two 
NAMBLA  spokespeople  —  Bob 
Rhodes  and  Dave  Ingalls  —  and 
two  gay  journalists  —  Katherine 
Davenport  of  the  New  York 
Native  and  myself. 

We  arrived  at  the  Montvale 
Ramada  Inn  about  a  half  hour  late 
and  found  a  typical  motel  con¬ 
ference  room.  The  audience,  in 
their  middle  30s  to  late  40s,  was 
casually  attired  with  a  sprinking  of 
more  elaborately  dressed  men  and 
women  perhaps  out  to  meet 
another  parent  without  partner. 
As  we  entered,  one  of  the  cops  was 


the  Chelmsford  police.,  “I’m  sure 
they’ll  give  you  a  case-by-case, 
blow-by-blow  description  of 
what’s  been  happening,”  he  said. 
Thidemann  did  describe  one  inci¬ 
dent,  however,  in  which  an  en¬ 
raged  resident  “went  after  a  cou¬ 
ple  of  naked  men  with  a  chainsaw, 
well,  because  they  were  doing 
whatever  they  were  doing  up 
there.” 

Asked  what  he  thought  of  that 
response,  Thidemann  replied,  “I 
don’t  make  those  kind  of  judg¬ 
ments  .  .  .  It’s  certainly  inap¬ 
propriate  behavior  for  two  men  to 
be  naked  in  the  woods  doing  what¬ 
ever  they  were  doing  with  each 
other  in  full  view  of  people.  That’s 
inappropriate  behavior,  that’s 
deviate  behavior  and  that’s  not 
something  that  somebody  should 
have  to  put  up  with.” 

“As  I  understand  it,”  Thide¬ 
mann  added,  “the  type  of  person 
that’s  attracted  to  the  area  is  at¬ 
tracted  because  of  the  danger  in¬ 
volved  ...  So  there’s  a  certain  ele¬ 
ment  of  danger  and  there’s  the  ele¬ 
ment  that  prefers  to  do  their,  uh, 
their  thing  in  the  out-of-doors 
rather  than  inside  or  whatever.” 

Asked  if  he  had  received  any 
complaints  of  heterosexual  activi¬ 
ty  at  the  rest  stop,  Thidemann  re¬ 
plied  that  he  had  not.  “If  we  had 
complaints  about  that,  we’d  do 
something  about  that  as  well,”  he 
maintained. 

Chelmsford  Police  Chief  Ray¬ 
mond  McKeon  told  GCN  that 
after  his  department  had  arrested 
“several  hundreds”  of  men  at 
another  nearby  rest  stop  three 
years  ago,  the  cruising  moved  to  its 
current  location. 

“I  remember  one  parent  called 
all  excited  and  said  her  children 
walked  in  to  play  in  the  quarry  and 
they  were  stopped  by  an  individual 
who  told  them  they  had  to  get  out, 
that  they  were  having  an  orgy  in 
there,”  McKeon  recalled. 

“We  went  up  there,  I  remem¬ 
ber,  for  at  least  a  week  or  two,  we 
went  around  the  woods  telling 
these  people,  ‘Hey,  lookit,  we’re 
going  to  have  to  start  making  ar¬ 
rests  if  you  don’t  clean  up  your  act 
here.  We  can’t  have  this,  we’re  get¬ 
ting  complaints,  there’s  a  lot  of 
pressure  on  us.’ 

“It  didn’t  get  them  at  all.  They 
didn’t  care.  So  we  started  making 
arrests  and  we  made  hundreds  of 
arrests  from  that  point  on.” 

McKeon  said  the  arrests  are 
usually  made  by  plainsclothes 
detectives  “working”  the  rest 
areas.  “We’re  forced  to  have  to 
work  them.  Not  just  us,  the  state 
police  too,  of  course  ...  All  they 
[police]  have  to  do  is  walk  in  there 
and  they’re  approached 
immediately.” 


answering  a  question  about  the 
proportion  of  pedophiles  in  the 
teaching  profession. 

“If  I  want  to  become  a  pedo¬ 
phile,  that’s  the  sort  of  thing  1 
want  to  get  into,”  said  Trachey, 
trim  and  good-looking  in  a  tail¬ 
ored  gray-suit.  “I  go  into  that  sort 
of  profession,  and  I’m  told  to  get 
into  these  organizations,  like  Little 
League  or  Boy  Scouts.  I  want  to  go 
where  the  boys  are.” 

Thorne,  gray-haired,  in  a  yellow 
turtleneck  sweater,  added  “any¬ 
body  who  gives  your  kids 
something  for  nothing,  be  careful. 
The  pedophiles  band  together  be¬ 
cause  there's  strength  in  numbers. 
And  they  don’t  change  after 
they’re  arrested.  They’ll  go  out 
and  score  again.” 

We  had  missed  the  lecture,  but 
were  just  in  time  for  the  question 


Most  of  those  arrested,  accord¬ 
ing  to  McKeon,  are  charged  with 
lewd  and  lascivious  behavior  or  in¬ 
decent  assault  and  battery,  ac¬ 
knowledged  “sufficient  facts  to 
assure  a  finding  of  guilty,”  and 
have  their  cases  continued  without 
a  finding.  If  no  further  offenses 
are  recorded  within  the  next  year, 
the  men  need  only  pay  court  costs, 
and  they  are  let  off  without  perma¬ 
nent  criminal  records. 

Attempts  by  GCN  to  contact 
Sens.  Amick  or  Shea  for  comment 
on  the  situation  were  unsuccessful. 
Carol  Greenleaf,  an  aide  to  Sen. 
Amick,  said  only  that  the  bill  had 
been  filed  at  the  request  of  the 
Chelmsford  Board  of  Selectmen 
because  of  “harassment,  violence 
and  drug  dealing”  in  the  area. 
Greenleaf  had  no  comment  on  sex¬ 
ual  activity  in  the  area. 


By  Sue  Hyde 

WALPOLE,  MA  —  Mark 
Davis,  a  defendant  in  the  “Revere 
Sex  Ring,”  (see  GCN,  Vol.  10 
No. 29 )  was  severely  beaten  the  day 
after  he  arrived  at  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Correctional  Institute  at 
Walpole,  according  to  his  attorney, 
William  Homans,  his  mother  and 
Iriends  who  have  spoken  with 
him. 

Davis  was  incarcerated  at 
Walpole  on  Friday,  February  4.  He 
was  to  begin  serving  a  3  to  5  year 
sentence  there.  On  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing,  he  was  verbally  harassed  and 
physically  abused  and  beaten  by  in¬ 
mates  at  the  facility.  In  phone  con¬ 
versations  with  Homans  and 
friends  in  the  Boston  area, and  dur¬ 
ing  a  visit  by  his  mother  and 
another  friend,  Davis  related  the 
following  story: 

On  Saturday  morning,  prison 
guards  read  or  quoted  from  an  arti¬ 
cle  which  appeared  in  that  day’s 
Boston  Globe  identifying  Davis  as 
having  been  convicted  on  “ un¬ 
natural  acts  and  sodomy.  ” 

Davis  was  verbally  abused  by 
other  inmates  and  was  called  a 
“diddler”  and  a  “baby  blaster.  ” 
He  was  attacked  by  a  number  of  in¬ 
mates  and  severly  beaten  by  them. 

He  requested  medical  attention, 
but  received  none,  for  a  black  eye, 
broken  teeth  and  what  felt  to  him 
like  broken  ribs. 

Following  the  beating,  he  was 
placed  in  a  holding  cage,  described 
by  Homans  as  “a  sort  of  a  shower 
stall,”  which  allowed  other 
prisoners  to  spit  and  urinate  on 
Davis. 

Some  time  on  Saturday  evening, 
he  was  removed  from  the  holding 
cage  for  a  short  time  by  a  well¬ 


and  answer  session,  which  was  in¬ 
structive  in  its  own  way,  since 
group  members  showed  through 
their  questions  the  pervasiveness 
of  misinformation  about  boylove 
and  NAMBLA. 

“Isn’t  NAMBLA  illegal  in  this 
country?”  asked  one  parent.  “Sir, 
the  Communist  Party  is  legal  in 
this  country,”  was  the  response. 

Another  man  asked  if  there  was 
a  “lesbian  analogy”  to  pedophilia; 
Thorne  replied  “You’re  probably 
right.” 

And  a  man  noted  that  there  had 
ben  an  article  on  the  AIDS  crisis  in 
the  Sunday  Times  Magazine;  did 
pedophiles  transmit  this  disease  to 
children?  For  once,  Thorne  and 
Trachey  confessed  their 
ignorance. 

Some  members  of  Parents  with¬ 
out  Partners  had  special  concerns, 
and  wanted  information.  “What 
about  a  kid  from  a  home  where 
there’s  no  father  figure?”  asked  a 
woman.  “Is  that  boy  at  greater 
risk  of  being  victimized  by  a 
pedophile?” 

“Certainly,”  said  Thorne,  who 
was  doing  most  of  the  talking.  “A 
kid  may  be  looking  for  a  father 
figure  when  he  goes  out  with  an 
older  guy.  I  don’t  know  if  there  are 
any  groups  that  are  completely 
free  of  pedophiles,  but  you  might 
look  into  one  of  the  agencies  that 
provides  legitimate  father  figures, 
like  Big  Brothers.” 

“What  if  your  boy  came  home 
and  said  he  had  heard  that  the  gym 
teacher  was  fooling  around  with 
the  kids  at  school?”  one  mother 
wanted  to  know. 

“Don’t  report  it  to  the  school. 
Report  it  to  my  office,”  replied 
Thorne. 

“What  if  it’s  not  true?” 
wondered  the  woman. 

“What  if  it  is  true?”  countered 
Thorne.  “You’re  not  hurting  any¬ 
one  by  reporting  something  like 
that.  If  a  kid  says  his  gym  teacher 
touched  his  penis,  we  want  to 
know  why  he  did  that.  Call  me  and 
tell  me  about  it.” 


intentioned  staff  person  who 
observed  the  situation. 

When  the  staff  person  left,  how¬ 
ever,  he  was  returned  to  the  holding 
cage  where  the  abuse  by  the  other 
inmates  continued  for  several  more 
hours. 

Late  Saturday  night,  he  was 
removed  to  a  cell  where  there  was 
not  a  working  light  source,  and  the 
one  window  in  the  cell  had  been 
broken.  Although  the  cell  was  quite 
cold,  Davis  was  not  given  a  blanket. 
He  was  also  not  given  food  or 
water  until  Sunday  night  when  a 
fellow  prisoner  secreted  him  a  glass 
of  Kool-aide.  Davis  was  held  in  this 
cell  until  some  time  on  Wednesday, 
when  he  was  transferred  to  MCI 
Concord. 

His  transfer  was  reportedly  ex¬ 
pedited  by  phone  calls  to  the 
Department  of  Corrections.  Davis 
reports  that  his  treatment  is  much 
improved  since  his  arrival  at  Con¬ 
cord. 

Prisoners  are  held  at  Concord 
while  they  are  evaluated  for  security 
needs  and  then  assigned  to  another 
facility  in  the  state.  According  to 
sources  close  to  the  case,  Davis  will 
spend  from  one  to  two  months  at 
Concord. 

Lorraine  Carli  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Corrections  Public  Infor¬ 
mation  Office  issued  a  statement 
about  Davis’  beating  and  subse¬ 
quent  treatment.  She  said  he  “had 
been  provided  with  meals  and  a 
secure  cell  after  the  incident.  He 
was  examined  by  a  medical  ex¬ 
aminer  and  found  to  be  not  injured 
enough  to  require  hospitalizaion. 
He  received  first  aid  and  was  since 
moved  to  another  institution.” 

Carli  would  not  be  more  specific 
about  the  sequence  of  events  or  the 


The  police  refuted  the  notion 
that  pedophiles  kidnap  children  or 
use  force  on  them.  “The  pedophile 
is  a  sweet-talker,  a  con  man,” 
noted  Thorne.  “He’s  going  to  tell 
you  he  loves  his  victims.  I  say  bull¬ 
shit  to  that.  He  has  a  sexual  desire 
that  he  wants  to  satisfy,  that’s 
all.” 

NAMBLA  was  a  major  target  of 
the  police.  Trachey  told  the  crowd 
that  “pedophile  organizations  are 
very  well  versed  in  the  law.  They’re 
more  active  in  the  legislature  get¬ 
ting  what  they  want  done  than  you 
are  on  the  opposite  side.  They’re 
trying  to  abolish  the  age  of  consent 
laws,  and  then  if  an  eight-year-old 
gets  involved,  we  won’t  be  able  to 
do  anything  about  it.” 

Added  Thorne,  “Name  a  town 
and  I’ll  tell  you  if  there’s  a 
pedophile  in  that  town.” 

Katherine  Davenport  was  the 
only  one  among  us  with  the  nerve 
to  put  a  question  to  the  police. 
“Don’t  the  vast  majority  of  child 
molestation  cases  occur  within  the 
family,  and  aren’t  they  over¬ 
whelmingly  heterosexual?”  she 
asked  pointedly. 

Trachey  repled,  “We  break  that 
into  another  category,  incest. 
We’re  taking  here  about  some¬ 
body  outside  the  home  coming  and 
taking  advantage  of  kids.” 

Dan  Lazare,  a  reporter  from  the 
Bergen  Record,  pursued  the  point, 
asking  if  the  Sex  Crimes  Unit  in¬ 
vestigated  with  the  same  vigor 
cases  of  heterosexuals  breaking 
age-of-consent  laws  as  similar 
cases  involving  homosexuals. 

“Where  there’s  a  complaint,  we 
actively  investigate  it,”  said 
Thorne. 

Later,  we  were  talking  to  Dan 
Lazare  in  the  motel  lobby.  “I’m 
sad  there’s  so  much  hate  in  the 
world,”  Rhodes  was  saying. 
“People  just  aren’t  rational  on 
this  issue.”  Trachey  and  Thorne 
crossed  the  lobby  a  few  feet  away 
from  us,  on  their  way  out.  As  they 
left,  they  waved  to  us,  and  we 
waved  back. 


time  elapsed  between  the  beating 
and  the  “secure  cell”  or  medical  ex¬ 
amination.  She  could  not  verify  the 
existence  of  a  “holding  cage”  nor 
chould  she  give  GCN  details  on  the 
beating  or  physical  abuse  of  Davis 
by  other  inmates. 

Homans  and  Anne  Braudy, 
another  attorney  working  on  the 
Davis  case,  said  that  an  application 
for  a  stay  of  execution  of  the 
sentence  had  been  filed  at  the  Ap¬ 
peals  Court.  The  attorneys  expect  a 
hearing  on  the  application  either 
Friday,  February  1 1  or  early  next 
week.  If  the  stay  is  granted,  Davis 
will  be  released  immediately  pend¬ 
ing  the  outcome  of  an  appeal  of  the 
denial  for  a  new  trial. 

This  is  the  second  motion  for  a 
new  trial,  the  first  having  been 
denied  by  Judge  James  P.  Lynch  on 
February  1.  Homans  and  Braudy 
are  appealing  on  the  grounds  that 
they  have  new  evidence  in  the  case. 
Lynch  denied  the  motion  once 
before  without  granting  them  an 
evidentiary  hearing,  which  the  at¬ 
torneys  hope  will  be  granted  this 
time  around. 

In  other  developments,  John 
Mitzel  said  that  the  Free  Mark 
Davis  Committee  has  obtained  500 
signatures  on  a  petition  to  Gover¬ 
nor  Dukakis  calling  for  Davis’  im¬ 
mediate  release  from  prison.  The 
Committee  hopes  to  present  the 
governor  with  5000  signatures. 

Said  Mitzel,  “I  still  maintain  this 
is  a  political  case.  We’re  dealing 
with  a  vindictive  D.A.  and  an  un¬ 
sympathetic  judge.  They  knew  full 
well  what  would  happen  [to  Davis] 
at  Walpole.  They  knew  he  would  be 
brutalized  and  beaten.  Our  worst 
fears  have  been  realized.” 


Roadside  Cruising  Area 

Legislators  File  Bill 
To  Close  Rest  Stop 


Davis  Beaten  at  Walpole 
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instinct  vs.  reason 

Dear  GCN, 

I  have  just  read  the  letter  “against  nambla”  in 
your  issue  of  1/29/83,  from  Hugh  Murray  of 
New  York  City.  He  contends  “that  a  non-believer 
can  object  to  man-boy  love  on  ethical  grounds 
based  in  reason.”  1  commend  Mr.  Murray, 
among  critics  of  NAMBLA,  for  what  isoneof  the 
more  rational  and  reasoned  objections  I  have  seen 
expressed  against  man-boy  love.  As  one  who  re¬ 
jects  neither  Christianity  nor  the  “notions” 
espoused  by  NAMBLA,  however,  I  must  reject 
Mr.  Murray’s  conclusions.  The  reasoning  he  pre¬ 
sents  ultimately  takes  as  its  assumptions  the  con¬ 
clusions  it  seeks  to  prove. 

Mr.  Murray  hypothesizes  a  situation  in  wh'.h  a 
man  takes  advantage  of  an  infant’s  suckling  in¬ 
stinct,  substituting  his  penis  for  the  mother’s  nip¬ 
ple.  I  agree  that,  even  though  both  might  enjoy 
the  experience,  such  an  act  would  be  morally 
wrong.  It  is  wrong,  though,  not  because  the  in¬ 
fant  “has  no  conception  of  sex  in  our  society,” 
but  precisely  because  the  man  is  taking  advantage 
of  the  child.  (The  infant  has  no  conception  of 
transportation  in  our  society,  but  may  still  be 
allowed  to  ride  in  a  car.)  Mr.  Murray  jumps  from 
this  example  to  the  conclusion  that  “any  man 
who  would  engage  in  sex  with  a  male  infant  or  a 
female  infant  ...  is  simply  a  child  molester.”  Thus 
he  assumes  his  conclusion:  that  in  any  sexual  ex¬ 
perience  between  adult  and  child,  the  adult  is 
necessarily  taking  advantage  of  the  child. 

Also  in  reference  to  this  hypothetical  situation, 
Mr.  Murray  suggests  that  “most  of  us  would  be 
repelled  by  such  an  act.”  “And  as  adults,  we  in¬ 
stinctively  know  that  such  an  act  is  morally  wrong 
and  a  crime.”  While  such  intuitions  exist,  and 
rightly  so  in  cases  like  the  one  described,  they  do 
not  logically  determine  morality.  Mr.  Murray 
claims  that  “there  should  be  no  reasonable  objec¬ 
tion  to  sex  between  men,  women,  or  a  man  and  a 
woman.”  Yet  1  suspect  that  at  times  in  our  his¬ 
tory,  perhaps  even  now,  a  majority  of  adults 
might  “instinctively  know”  that  any  homosexual 
relationship,  or  any  sexual  relationship  outside  of 
marriage,  is  morally  wrong.  Whatever  the  current 
statistic  on  such  instincts,  it  determines  only  the 
opinion  society  has  taught  itself,  not  the  morality 
of  the  act  it  judges. 

Mr.  Murray  posits  “that  sex,  whether  straight 
or  gay,  must  have  an  element  of  choice  based  on 
informed  consent.”  “Consent  required  know¬ 
ledge  and  experience.”  Yet,  “1  would  maintain  it 
the  duty  of  an  adult  to  reject  a  youngster  if  that 
youngster  proposes  sex  either  directly  or  indirect¬ 
ly.  Even  if  we  love  the  youngsters,  we  must  reject 

phone  wars 

Gentlepersons: 

From  my  wars  with  the  phone  co.,  a  few  sug¬ 
gestions  for  single  women  living  alone,  or  with 
other  women,  who  don’t  want  a  revealing  listing 
in  the  phone  book.  1  agree  with  PNS  that  one  in¬ 
itial  is  a  giveaway;  it’s  been  used  too  much.  Here 
are  some  other  possibilities  without  the  extra  cost, 
and  inconvenience  to  your  friends,  of  an  unlisted 
number 

1.  Use  both  initials.  Who’s  to  know  if  T.J. 
stands  for  Theresa  Joanne  or  Thomas  Jefferson. 
This  is  especially  good  in  the  South,  where  1  man 
in  10  goes  just  by  initials. 

2.  Use  your  middle  name  if  it  isn’t  recognizable 
as  feminine,  with  or  without  a  first  initial  (better 
without);  who  is  to  know  if  Clark  Kent  is  really 
Mary  Clark  Kent.  Again  this  is  good  in  the  South, 
where  boys  are  given  the  most  incredible  first 
names  like  O’Brian,  Wilson,  Mclver,  St.  Julien, 
etc.  It’s  also  good  with  Irish  names  where  the 
middle  name  is  the  father’s  first  name,  or  with 
middle  names  like  Edwards  or  Matthews  that 
look  masculine. 

3.  Use  a  masculine  version  of  your  first  name, 
such  as  Marty  instead  of  Martha;  Frank  instead 
of  Frances,  Carl  instead  of  Caroline;  just  tell  the 
phone  company  that’s  what  all  your  friends 
always  call  you,  and  they’d  be  confused.  If  your 
name  happens  to  be  Samantha,  or  Augusta  or 
Edith  or  Josephine,  you’re  in  luck.  The  phone 
company  doesn’t  care  if  it’s  the  same  name  they 
sent  the  bill  to  that  Mike  Smith  is  actually 
Michelle. 

4.  The  phone  doesn’t  have  to  be  in  your  name 
in  the  book;  tell  them  to  put  it  in  your  husband’s 
name.  They’re  not  going  to  check  to  see  if  you 
have  a  husband  named  Ralph.  As  long  as  you 
don’t  do  this  to  defraud  the  phone  co.,  it’s  not  il¬ 
legal  to  use  a  pseudoin  in.  Or  use  the  name  of  a 
real,  but  deceased,  relative. 

5.  Even  more  fun  is  putting  the  phone  in  the 
nameof  your  dog  or  cat.  When  I  did  this  the  thing 
1  had  to  lie  about  was  his  age;  1  told  the  truth  that 
he  couldn’t  come  down  to  the  office  and  fill  out 
the  papers,  (so  they  mailed  them)  because  he  had 
a  hurt  foot  (left  front).  If  they  had  insisted,  I 
could  have  told  them  he  couldn’t  read  (25  million 
adults  can’t  either),  or  that  he  didn’t  speak 
English  too  well  (good  if  you  have  an  ethnic 
name). 

Finally,  don’t  try  to  hide  under  a  business 
name,  like  Joe’s  Garage;  they  charge  more  for 
business  phones. 

And  if  someone  calls  and  asks  for  Archie 
Bunker,  say  “He’s  in  the  bathroom;  can  1  get  him 
to  call  you  back  .”lt’s  probably  j  ust  a  sales  pitch . 
But  if  you  have  persistent  trouble,  get  the  unlisted 
number. 

J.T.  Harllee 
Florence,  SC 


sex  with  them.”  Mr.  Murray’s  analysis  offers  a 
classic  “Catch-22’:  only  those  who  have  ex¬ 
perience  should  be  permitted  to  gain  experience. 
While  implicitly  acknowledging  a  child’s  natural 
sexuality  and  the  importance  of  sexual  self- 
determination,  Mr.  Murray  has  decided  that  his 
choice  should  be  imposed  on  children  who  have 
not  attained  some  artificial  prerequisite  level  of 
“informedness.”  His  justification?  “Aninfant 
would  have  no  such  choice  [based  on  informed 
consent).  Nor  would  a  young  boy  or  girl.  They 
would  be  overwhelmingly  at  the  mercy  of  the 
other  person.  It  would  be  grossly  unequal.”  We 
return  to  the  same  implicit  premise:  if  sex  occurs 
between  unequal  partners,  the  greater  (stronger, 
bigger)  must  necessarily  be  taking  advantage  of 
the  lesser. 

Mr.  Murray  suggests  that  “NAMBLA  con¬ 
fuses  sex  and  love.”  The  confusion  is  his.  He 
seems  unable  to  distinguish  sex  which  takes  ad¬ 
vantage  of  others  (whether  they  be  child  or  adult) 
and  sex  which  occurs  naturally  (and  optionally)  in 
the  context  of  a  loving  relationship.  A  child  “has 
no  conception  of  sex  in  our  society”  because  a 
child  does  not  draw  the  artificial  distinctions  that 
adults  do,  arbitrarily  designating  some  activities 
as  “sex.”  Apparently  Mr.  Murray  rejects  Chris¬ 
tianity,  so  he  may  be  unaware  that  Jesus  said, 
“Truly,  1  say  to  you,  unless  you  turn  and  become 
like  children,  you  will  never  enter  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.”  (Matthew  18:3  RSV)  Rather  than  ex¬ 
pecting  children  to  learn  society’s  conception  of 
sex,  perhaps  it  is  time  that  society  —  adults  — 
learn  from  children  to  simply  accept  the  shared 
intimacies  of  a  loving  relationship  without  stop¬ 
ping  to  analyze  whether  they  are  “sex.” 

In  the  middle  of  his  letter  Mr.  Murray  admits 
that,  “beyond  debate,  in  my  view:  sex  between  an 
adult  with  [sic]  an  infant  is  wrong.  Similarly,  sex 
between  an  adult  and  a  boy  is  wrong;  sex  between 
an  adult  and  a  girl  is  wrong."  (his  emphasis)  His 
concluding  statement  rings  false  in  this  context: 
“Sex  is  a  complicated  issue,  emotion-laden,  yet 
not  beyond  the  possibility  of  rational  debate  and 
discussion.”  Rather  than  “object  to  man-boy 
love  on  ethical  grounds  based  in  reason,”  Mr. 
Murray  has  offered  only  an  attempt  at  rationaliz¬ 
ing  his  own  preconceptions.  The  North  American 
Man-Boy  Love  Association  is  working  to  free 
society  to  the  full  expression  of  loving  relation¬ 
ships.  If  Mr.  Murray  chooses  to  oppose  that  ef¬ 
fort,  let  him  not  blame  that  choice  on  “reason.” 
Sincerely, 

John  van  der  Meer 
Natick,  MA 

thanks 

Dear  Friends, 

The  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 
wishes  to  thank  Joe  Kirby  and  Chaps  for  their 
generosity  in  allowing  us  to  hold  a  fundraiser  at 
Chaps  January  23.  The  fundraiser  was  successful 
and  timely.  We  especially  want  to  thank  Joe  for 
his  support  and  helpfulness. 

Sincerely, 

BAGLY’s  Steering  Committee 


better  press 

Dear  People: 

1  am  not  a  member  of  NAMBLA  and  —  thank 
God  —  am  not  attracted  to  the  1-17  year  age 
group,  but  1  really  think  the  pedophiles  deserve 
better  press  than  they  got  in  the  January  29  letter 
column.  The  fact  is  that  boys  are  erotically  at¬ 
tracted  to  adult  men,  indeed  that  heterosexuality 
before  puberty  is  abnormal. 

“Misdirection  of  instincts”  is  a  valuable  con¬ 
cept,  and  1  would  agree  that  offering  an  infant  a 
penis  to  suck  instead  of  a  woman’s  nipple  is  a 
criminal  act.  But  straight  society  is  no  less  guilty 
of  bending  kids  out  of  shape  when  it  teaches  them 
through  pain,  threats,  and  humiliation  that  there 
is  something  perverted  about  masturbation. 
Children  are  not  thrown  out  of  elementary  school 
for  oral  or  anal  sex,  but  for  mutual  masterbation, 
which  is  against  neither  Massachusetts  law  nor 
the  law  of  Moses.  Letting  a  boy  handle  your  penis 
is  a  kind  of  generous  act,  forbidden  by  human 
law. 

.  Making  children  wait  until  they  are  grown  up 
before  they  can  licitly  engage  in  sex  is  how  hun¬ 
dreds  of  generations  of  civilized  people  have  pro¬ 
grammed  standard  neurosis  into  their  offspring. 
The  maintenance  of  the  Establishment  depends 
upon  the  perpetuation  of  warped  attitudes.  Love 
and  oppression  do  not  lend  themselves  to 
peaceful  coexistence. 

I  do  not  think  that  the  way  to  avoid  making 
youngsters  neurotic  is  to  lower  the  marriage  age 
to  14  or  distribute  contraceptives  through  the 
high  schools.  What  is  sorely  required  is  the 
postponement  of  heterosexuality  and  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  normal  homosexuality  between  children 
and  between  the  generations. 

Sincerely, 

T.  Peter  Tibbetts 
Everett,  MA 

P.S.  In  the  case  of  Charles  Lloyd  Lemons,  why 
aren’t  there  two  names?  Was  the  top  man  ex¬ 
onerated  as  a  “heterosexual”?  Talk  about  un¬ 
equal  protection! 

ovation 

Dear  GCN : 

A  few  points: 

1)  Nancy  Walker — Thank  you,  thank  you, 
thank  you  for  your  brilliant  article  on 
psycopaths.  1  immediately  clipped  out  the  article 
and  sent  it  to  my  most  recent  “charming  and  ex¬ 
tremely  dangerous”  encounter.  Please  reprint  the 
article  at  least  once  annually! 

2)  1’mextremely  pleased  to  see  the  issue  of  anti- 
Semitism  being  raised  in  GCN.  The  Left  in  this 
country  is  slipping  into  a  mindless  and  myopic 
brand  of  righteous  anti-Semitism  and  it’s  very 
encouraging  to  see  GCN  bucking  this  trend.  I 
hope  that  growing  numbers  of  Jewish  people 
can  muster  the  courage  to  come  out  proudly  as 
Jews.  Why  does  anti-Semitism  always  seem  so 
subtle  when  in  fact  it’s  completely  blatant? 

3) Finally,  a  standing  ovation  for  GCN.  Every 
week  your  publication  is  like  a  gust  (no  mere 
breath)  of  fresh  air. 

Keep  up  the  great  work., 

Benjamin  Schatz 
Cambridge,  MA 


HARRY  HAY  founder  of  the  Mattachine  Society  will  speak 
Friday,  February  25,  8pm  $3_7  donation  (sliding  scale) 

Arlington  Street  Church  basement  Procccds  10  benefil  CCM 

Gay  Community  News  welcomes  letters  to  Community  Voices.  If  at  all  possible, 
your  letters  should  be  TYPED  AND  DOUBLE  SPACED  and  kept  to  three  pages  (or 
less!)  in  length.  GCN  publishes  all  the  letters  it  receives,  unedited,  on  a  space- 
available  basis,  unless  they  contain  personal  attacks.  Anonymous  letters  will  not 
be  published,  but  names  will  be  withheld  upon  request.  Address  letters  to: 
Community  Voices,  Gay  Community  News,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston, 
MA  02111. 


Sustainers 

SUSTAINER  PROGRAM  PLANS  FOR  1983 

The  Sustainer  committee  is  finalizing  its  1983  campaign.  Complete  details  will  be 
announced  within  the  next  two  weeks!!  Remember,  it’s  never  too  late  to  join  the 
Sustainer  Program.  Together  we  can  make  GCN  financially  secure!! 

r - 1 

|  THE  GCN  SUSTAINER  PROGRAM  j 

■j  □  YES,  I/We  would  like  to  become  a  GCN  sustainer  and  help  to  i 
J  build  a  Financially  Stronger  GCN.  -j 

I/We  pledge  to  contribute 

I  □  $120  □  $180  □  $240  jj 

|  □  $360  □  $420  □  $480  |j 

|  □  $300  □  $540  □  _  | 

I  The  number  of  installments  to  be  made  to  fullfill  this  pledge  is  . . . 

J  □  one  □  two  □  four 

J  name  . . _ . 

:  address  _ 

•  Please  enclose  first  installment  with  this  mailing.  || 

?  •  All  individual  sustainers  names  will  be  kept  strictly  confidential.  $ 
|  •  If  the  sustainer  is  a  group  or  organization,  may  we  publish  your  jj 
j  name  in  our  sustainer  newsletter?  □  yes  □  no.  ! 

I  •  Your  comments  are  welcome;  please  enclose  with  this  coupon.  I 
[Mail  to:  GCI^sustainers,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  f I.,  Boston,  MA  021^1 _  f 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


An  open  letter 


to  the  gay  community 


on  hepatitis  B 


Hepatitis  B,  a  serious  disease, 
may  be  sexually  transmitted 

Sexually  transmitted  diseases  among  the 
gay  community  are  epidemic.  Herpes  has 
recently  received  a  lot  of  attention; 
gonorrhea  and  syphilis  are  well  known; 
but  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control 
(CDC)  recently  issued  a  major 
recommendation  for  the  prevention  of 
another  sexually  transmitted  disease: 
Hepatitis  B.  In  their  Morbidity  and 
Mortality  Weekly  Report,  the  CDC  stated: 
“Susceptible  homosexually  active  males 
should  be  vaccinated  [against  hepatitis  B] 
regardless  of  their  age  or  duration  of  their 
homosexual  practices.” 


The  hepatitis  B  virus  can  be 
passed  on  by  contact  with 
contaminated  body  fluids 

such  as  saliva,  urine,  semen,  and  blood. 
The  hepatitis  B  virus  can  be  transmitted 
through  tiny  breaks  in  the  skin  or  contact 
with  mucous  membranes.  This  can  occur 
during  intimate  sexual  contact  and  can 
lead  to  hepatitis  B  for  the  partner  of  an 
infected  person.  Although  most  patients 
recover  and  over  half  contracting 
hepatitis  B  do  not  get  symptoms,  there  is 
no  specific  treatment  and  no  known  cure 
for  hepatitis  B  infections. 


Gay  men  are  at  a  high  risk  of 

contracting  hepatitis  B 

In  one  study,  from  51%  to  76%  of  3,816 
gay  men  seen  in  five  sexually  transmitted 
disease  clinics  had  evidence  of  past  or 
present  hepatitis  B  infection.  Once 
infected,  there’s  a  6%  to  10%  chance  of 
becoming  a  carrier— capable  of  passing 
on  the  virus.  The  CDC  estimated  there 
are  nearly  1  million  carriers  in  the  United 
States  and  that  100,000  of  these  carriers 
are  gay  men. 


Hepatitis  B  may  lead  to  even 
more  serious  complications 

For  those  who  do  get  symptoms  of 
hepatitis  B,  a  mild  or  severe  “flu-like” 
sickness  may  continue  for  weeks  or 
months.  Ten  percent  of  all  infections 
become  long  lasting  (chronic)  with 
potential  complications  that  are 
sometimes  more  serious  than  those  of 
other  sexually  transmitted  diseases.  The 
serious  complications  include  the  chronic 
carrier  state,  chronic  active  hepatitis, 
chronic  persistent  hepatitis,  cirrhosis,  and 
even  cancer  of  the  liver.  Every  year 
almost  4,000  carriers  die  of  cirrhosis.  In 
addition,  carriers  have  a  risk  273  times 
greater  than  that  of  the  general 
population  of  contracting  a  usually  fatal 
form  of  liver  cancer. 


Now  this  serious  sexually 
transmitted  disease  is  usually 
preventable  by  vaccination  with 
the  new  hepatitis  B  vaccine 

After  more  than  a  decade  of  research  and 
development,  a  new  vaccine  is  available 
for  prevention,  not  treatment,  of  hepatitis 
B.  In  clinical  studies,  the  vaccine  was 
highly  effective  in  preventing  hepatitis  B 
infection  and  was  generally  well 
tolerated.  No  serious  adverse  reactions 
occurred  in  these  studies. 

The  vaccination  regimen  consists  of  a 
series  of  three  injections,  the  first  two  a 
month  apart  and  the  third,  six  months 
after  the  first.  To  be  effective,  the  vaccine 
must  be  given  before  a  person  gets 
hepatitis  B.  The  vaccine  helps  prevent  the 
disease:  It  is  not  effective  as  a  treatment. 

We  suggest  that  you  consult  your  doctor 
to  determine  if  you  should  be  vaccinated. 


For  more  information 
about  hepatitis  B  and  the 
vaccine  to  prevent  it,  contact 
your  doctor,  clinic,  or  the 
American  Liver  Founda¬ 
tion.  998  Pompton  Avenue, 
Cedar  Grove,  NJ  07009 
(201)857-2626. 


This  message  is  brought  to  you  as  a  public  service  by 
The  American  Liver  Foundation 


Why  you  should  consult  your  doctor  or  clinic 

The  vaccine  helps  protect  against  infection  caused  by 
hepatitis  B  virus.  This  virus  is  an  important  cause  of  viral 
hepatitis,  a  disease  mainly  of  the  liver.  Even  mild  forms  of 
this  disease  may  lead  to  serious  complications  and 
aftereffects,  including  liver  cancer.  There  is  no  specific 
treatment  for  viral  hepatitis. 

Vaccination  is  recommended  for  persons  who  have  a 
higher  risk  of  becoming  infected  with  hepatitis  B  virus 
because  of  frequent,  close  contact  with  infected  people  or 
exposure  to  body  fluids  from  such  people.  It  will  not 


protect  against  hepatitis  caused  by  viruses  other  than 
hepatitis  B  virus. 

No  serious  adverse  reactions  were  reported  in  over 
6,000  individuals  receiving  the  vaccine  in  clinical  trials. 
The  most  frequent  reaction  was  soreness  at  the  point  of 
injection;  less  common  local  reactions  included  redness, 
swelling,  warmth,  or  formation  of  a  hard,  lumplike  spot. 
The  local  effects  were  usually  mild  and  lasted  no  more 
than  2  days  after  vaccination.  Occasionally,  low-grade 
fever  (less  than  101  °F)  occurred.  When  it  did,  it  usually 
lasted  no  longer  than  48  hours  following  vaccination.  In 


rare  cases,  fever  over  102  °F  was  reported. 

More  generalized  complaints  including  malaise, 
fatigue,  headache,  nausea,  dizziness,  muscle  pain,  and 
joint  pain  were  reported  infrequently.  Rash  was  reported 
rarely.  As  with  any  vaccine,  broad  use  may  reveal 
additional  adverse  reactions. 

Your  doctor  or  clinic  knows  what  special  care  must 
be  taken  when  administering  the  vaccine  and  in 
determining  who  should  receive  the  vaccine.  The  vaccine 
is  not  intended  for  persons  who  are  allergic  to  any  of  its 
components. 
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John  Sayles  Interviewed 

Secaucus  Generation  Comes  Out 


by  Cindy  Rizzo 

Filmmaker  John  Sayles  quotes 
writer  Marge  Piercy  when  asked 
whether  his  films  are  “political.” 
“Revolution  takes  place  through 
the  lives  of  people,”  he  explains. 
The  small  changes  in  people’s  lives 
when  amassed  have  the  greatest 
impact  on  society  and  are  the  real 
indicators  of  social  change.  Sayles 
feels  that  women  will  never  go 
back  to  the  lives  and  thoughts  of 
pre-Second  Wave  feminism.  Too 
many  individual  changes  have 
taken  place  to  be  passed  on  to 
future  generations. 

Yet,  of  all  the  political  subjects 
to  tackle,  why  would  a  heterosex¬ 
ual  male  filmmaker  want  to  make 
a  movie  aobut  the  coming  out  of  a 
lesbian  mother? 

A  few  years  ago,  Sayles  looked 
around  his  circle  of  friends  and 
saw  many  couples  splitting  up. 
When  children  weren’t  in  the  pic¬ 
ture,  most  times  there  was  an 
amicable  parting  and  nothing 
more.  But  when  issues  of  custody 
and  support  arose,  the  parents 
were  forced  to  reconcile 
themselves  to  the  fact  that  they 
would  have  to  continue  to  have 
some  contact  and  realationship, 
however  minimal. 


Sayles  felt  that  fi'mmakers  had 
not  adequately  tackled  this  sub¬ 
ject.  Sure  there  was  An  Unmarried 
Woman,  but  that  story  was  con¬ 
trolled  in  a  sense  that  the  wife  had 
no  economic  or  legal  hardships 
and  had  the  luxury  of  focusing  en¬ 
tirely  on  her  own  emotions  and 
love  life.  Not  a  very  typical 
divorce. 

So  John  Sayles  decided  that  if 
Hollywood  was  not  going  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  movie  he  wanted  to  see, 
he  would  have  to  do  it  himself.  He 
wanted  to  focus  on  the  wife,  on 
her  hardships,  and  on  a  situation 
that  might  make  her  leave  the 
house.  Again,  he  looked  to  his  cir¬ 
cle  of  friends  and  began  speaking 
with  women  who  had  recently 
come  out.  Surely  their  stories  had 
not  yet  been  told  by  Hollywood 
and  probably  never  would.  Four 
years  ago  he  began  work  on  the 
screenplay  for  Lianna. 

The  character,  Lianna,  is 
discovering  her  sexuality  and  her 
position  in  society  as  a  lesbian.  She 
is,  during  the  timespan  covered  by 
the  film  an  outsider  looking  in. 

“In  some  ways  she  is  more  of  an 
outsider  than  even  I  am,”  claims 
Sayles.  Lianna’s  life  and  stongest 
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Filmmaker  John  Sayles  plays  Jerry  in  Lianna.  The  mustache  came  off  after  the 
film  was  done. 


associations  are  still  with  straight 
people.  They  are  still  her  primary 
means  of  support. 

“This  is  not  an  insider’s  movie 
about  the  gay  community,”  states 
Sayles.  “For  example,  there  is  an 
entire  movie  to  be  made  about 
Ruth  (Lianna’s  lover  who  has  been 
a  lesbian  for  a  long  time)  and  I 
don’t  know  enough  about  her  to 
make  it.” 


During  the  course  of  creating 
Lianna,  Sayles  spoke  with  many 
lesbians.  Quite  a  few  wanted  him 
to  change  the  story  to  include 
something  that  wasn’t  in  the 
script. 

“I  began  to  see  that  they  wanted 
the  film  to  be  their  own  individual 
stories,  and  of  course  it  wasn’t,” 
he  says.  There  just  aren’t  enough 
Continued  on  page  8 
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Reviewed  by  Cindy  Rizzo 


Paula  Christian  wrote  lesbian  pulp  novels  twenty 
years  ago.  You  may  have  seen  the  original 
paperback  issues  or,  more  likely,  the  re- 
released  set  bound  identically  in  dark  blue  flau 
leather  by  Timely  Books  in  Connecticut.  Her  old 
pulps  were  innocuous,  fairly  positive  romantic 
novels,  with  interchangeable  titles  like  This  Side  of 
Love,  The  Other  Side  of  Desire,  and  Another  Kind  of 
Love.  Now,  in  the  1980s,  they  take  their  place  in  the 
“herstory”  of  lesbian  pulps  alongside  the  likes  of 
Ann  Bannon  and  Valerie  Taylor:  As  literature  the 
pulps  leave  much  to  be  desired,  but  as  a  glimpse  of  an 
era  of  lesbian  culture  and  oppression  they  are 
invaluable. 

Against  this  background,  we  must  now  make  some 
sense  of  a  new  genre  of  lesbian  novel:  the  modern, 
liberated  pulp.  In  the  past  year,  both  Valerie  Taylor 
and  Paula  Christian  have  re-emerged  on  the  scene 
with  modern  pulps.  Prism  by  Taylor  is  a  soppy  story 
focusing  on  the  romance  of  two  older  lesbians,  while 
Christian’s  The  Cruise  attempts  to  tackle  a  more 
ambitious  goal.  These  novels  are  part  of  the  second 
wave  of  lesbian  pulps,  a  trend  begun  and  encouraged 
by  the  lesbian-run  Naiad  Press,  whose  featured  writ¬ 
er,  Sarah  Aldridge,  is  certainly  the  most  prolific,  if 
not  the  most  accomplished,  in  the  genre. 

The  modern  pulps  are  novels  of  lesbian  romance, 
set  in  modern  or  olden  times,  but  with  a  decidedly 
more  feminist  point  of  view  weaved  into  the  plot  and 
characterization.  No  longer  shackled  by  a  publisher’s 
insistence  that  the  story  end  in  tragedy  or  be  other¬ 
wise  depressing  in  tone,  pulp  authors  are  now  free  to 
be  more  truthful  about  lesbian  lives.  More  often  than 
not,  they  tend  to  err  on  the  side  of  neatly  tied  up  bun¬ 
dles  of  happy  endings.  But  after  decades  of  despair, 
this  kind  of  affirmative  action  couldn’t  hurt. 

These  books  are  pure  fun  and  escape.  They  are  the 
paperbacks  you  read  commuting  on  the  subway  or  at 
lunch.  If  there  was  a  lesbian  Literary  Guild,  these 
novels  would  be  its  monthly  features.  We  need  them. 
They  are  financially  accessible  to  all  lesbians,  priced 
usually  under  seven  dollars.  You  don’t  need  a  mas¬ 
ter’s  degree  to  read  them.  They  bring  a  cross-section 
of  lesbians’  lives  right  into  our  living  rooms.  A  sim¬ 
ple,  clear  novel  educates  much  more  effectively  than 


a  treatise. 

What  causes  many  of  us  to  pooh-pooh  these  novels 
is  their  prevalence  on  the  marketplace,  compared 
with  that  of  better  quality,  literary  lesbian  fiction. 
The  latter,  so  far,  has  been  more  concentrated  in 
short  story  form  and  is  more  often  than  not  a  bit  on 
the  somber  side.  We  need  more  of  the  better  quality 
fiction,  in  the  company  of  the  novels  of  Jane  Rule  or 
of  Audre  Lorde’s  Zami,  to  balance  out  the  steady 
flow  of  modern  pulps.  If  both  were  equally  available, 
each  genre  could  be  appreciated  for  what  it  is,  rather 
than  for  what  it  lacks. 

So  what  about  The  Cruise ?  Paula  Christian  has 
attempted  here  to  populate  an  all-lesbian  pleasure 
cruise  with  various  camps  of  lesbian  “types,”  and 
she  tries  to  avoid  stereotyping  by  featuring  characters 
whose  personalities  have  been  somewhat  fleshed  out. 
She  succeeds  in  part.  Her  main  characters — like 
Felice,  apolitical,  single  and  quietly  looking  for  love; 
Sandy  and  Donna,  a  long-term  couple,  into  a  mod¬ 
ernized  version  of  roles,  who  work  through  some 
important  relationship  issues;  and  Erika,  an  over-50 
dyke,  who  learned  survival  in  pre-Stonewall  culture, 
but  who  must  now  learn  to  live  by  a  new  set  of  rules 
— are  interesting  women.  They  and  the  remaining 
passengers  board  the  cruise  with  pre-conceived  no¬ 
tions  about  others  not  like  themselves.  Christian 
shows  us  the  “camper  set,”  typified  by  Sandy  and 
Donna,  basically  butch/femme  couples  who  usually 
vacation  in  state  parks  with  their  campers  and  dogs  in 
tow.  They  drink  beer,  are  loud,  and  play  poker.  We 
also  see  the  “gold  earring  set,”  dressed  up  lesbians, 
professionals  or  aspiring  professionals,  who  con¬ 
stantly  jockey  for  the  best  social  position.  They  are 
shown  in  extremity  by  Lynn,  a  gorgeous  fashion 
model  who  painstakingly  plots  her  sexual  liaisons  in 
the  same  way  she  carefully  applies  six  layers  of  make¬ 
up.  But  she  deals  with  her  own  insecurities  by  studi¬ 
ously  avoiding  other  beautiful  women. 

Somewhere  in  the  middle  of  these  two  camps  lie 
the  “militants,”  basically  political  dykes.  Although 
feminis  and  the  feminist  value  of  tolerance  win  the 
day  in  this  story,  the  “militant”  camp  is  the  most 
poorly  drawn  of  the  three.  It  is,  alas,  just  a  stereotype 
without  a  real  character  to  personify  it. 


In  the  end,  all  camps  are  brought  together  and 
individual  characters  gain  understanding  of  each 
other.  The  rallying  points,  however,  are  unfortunate. 
Lynn  is  exposed,  not  because  she  is  shallow  and 
deceitful,  but  because  she  likes  “kinky  sex”  (with  a 
man,  no  less!).  Erika  is  “saved”  from  her  overbear¬ 
ing,  oppressive  lover  and  keeper,  Charlene,  by  the 
vague  “feminists”  led  by  one  poorly  sketched  char¬ 
acter.  Diverse  groups  of  lesbians  are  brought 
together  not  out  of  their  common  societal  oppres¬ 
sion,  but  out  of  their  common  dislike  and  disapprov¬ 
al  of  two  other  lesbians.  This  totally  obliterates  the 
more  important  feminist  message  of  unity. 

These  plot  choices  by  the  author  are  the  book’s 
most  serious  flaws.  Other  small  problems  include  the 
use  of  fat  as  a  reason  for  derogation.  The  weight  of 
one  “bad”  character  is  constantly  raised  (not  by 
other  characters,  but  by  the  omniscient  narrator  her¬ 
self)  as  a  reason  to  dislike  her. 

If  these  political  faux  pas  could  be  cleaned  up, 
Paula  Christian  could  start  giving  us  some  fun-loving 
fiction  at  no  one’s  expense.  She  has  a  lot  to  offer. 
One  highpoint  of  the  book  is  the  author’s  expertise  in 
writing  about  pre-movement  culture.  Her  accounts 
of  Erika’s  former  life  as  a  bar  manager  evoked 
strong,  clear  images  of  an  earlier  era  about  which  the 
author  is  well-versed.  Maybe  a  modern  pulp  by 
Christian  set  in  the  fifties  would  be  a  welcome  treat. 

But  her  first  attempt  after  so  long  is  fairly  well 
done.  Where  else  but  in  the  modern  pulps  would  you 
find  two  women  mouthing  romantic  late,  late  show 
dialogue  like  this: 


Don’t  you  see?  Since  meeting  you,  coming  to 
know  you  and  respect  you,  I  want  more  from  life. 
I’ve  only  been  existing  all  these  years,  acting  out  the 
routine  but  never  enjoying  a  moment.  I  want  to  wake 
up  in  the  morning  and  feel  you  in  my  arms.  1  want  to 
creep  out  of  bed,  hating  to  leave  your  side. .  .yet  anx¬ 
ious  to  begin  another  day,  happy  in  our  love,  strong 
because  we  are  together.  (p.  208) 

None  of  the  romantics  in  us  can  resist  such  a  lure. 
I’ll  be  looking  for  you,  book  in  hand,  on  the  subway. 
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by  Chris  Johnson  and  Cathy  Brown, 
with  Wendy  Nelson 
Proteus  Books 
New  York 

1982,  200  pp.,  $14.95 

Reviewed  by  Jade  Ireland 

Coming  out  stories  seem  to  have  an  inherently 
radical  element  to  them.  There  is  great  risk  in 
exposing  our  innermost  feelings;  we  face  peo¬ 
ple’s  judgment,  misunderstanding,  and  bigotry,  plac¬ 
ing  a  high  price  on  our  integrity.  The  Gender  Trap, 
the  newest  in  a  genre  of  autobiographies  by  trans¬ 
sexuals,  is  the  coming  out  story  of  Christopher  John¬ 
son  and  Cathy  Brown,  formerly  Ann  Johnson  and 
Eugene  Brown.  The  two  meet,  fall  in  love,  have  a 
child  and  then  begin  their  carefully  planned  transi¬ 
tions  to  live  as  their  chosen  genders.  The  Gender 
Trap  carefully  de-sensationalizes  a  story  that  a  cou¬ 
ple  of  years  ago  was  displayed  in  typically  bizarre 
fashion  by  The  National  Enquirer  and  other  such 
newspapers.  The  book,  says  ghostwriter  Wendy  Nel¬ 
son  in  her  introduction,  is  an  attempt  “.  .  .to  set  the 
record  straight  about  transsexualism  and  in  doing  so 
create  a  better  understanding  amongst  those  of  us 
fortunate  to  have  been  born  in  the  correct  body,  as 
well  as  giving  support  and  reassurance  to  those  who 
have  not.”  Perhaps  anticipating  criticisms  that  trans¬ 
sexuals  are  simply  conforming  to  society’s  expecta¬ 
tions,  she  comments,  “Their  predicament  may  not 
yet  be  fully  understood  by  the  doctors,  but  one  thing 
seems  clear:  there  is,  and  always  will  be,  a  dividing 
line  between  enlightened  sexual  convention  and  the 
transsexual  instinct.” 

While  insightful,  these  statements  oversimplify 
ideas  that  are  very  complex.  Phrases  like  “correct 
body”  and  “transsexual  instinct”  offer  concepts  of 
which  most  people  have  little  understanding.  These 
phrases  suggest  images  that  confine  transsexuality  to 
the  limits  of  a  sexist  and  role-oriented  language. 
Transsexuality  does  not  fit  the  definitions  allowed  by 
our  society  of  male  and  female,  even  if  some  trans¬ 
sexuals  accept  common  sex  roles. 

Cathy  Brown  and  Chris  Johnson  begin  exploring 
feminist  aspects  of  transsexuality,  but  shy  away  from 
directly  confronting  these  issues.  While  the  authors 
say  things  that  are  clearly  supportive  to  gayness,  they 
choose  never  to  discuss  the  homophobia  in  their  own 
backgrounds.  Cathy,  who  was  not  involved  with 
women  when  living  as  Eugene,  has  discovered  her  bi¬ 
sexuality  since  living  as  a  woman.  Yet,  when  living  in 
a  male  role,  Eugene  avoided  relationships  with  men. 
Chris,  when  living  as  Ann  before  changing  genders, 
displayed  similar  contradictions.  Active  in  socialist 
and  women’s  politics,  Ann  presents  her  feelings  of 
not  connecting  with  other  women  and  of  having  no 
interest  in  lesbianism.  The  complexity  of  this  issue  is 
perplexing.  As  many  gay  men  and  lesbians  explore 
their  own  homophobia,  a  product  of  growing  up  in  a 
heterosexist  society,  it  is  inviting  to  dismiss  Chris  and 
Cathy’s  transsexual  identifications  as  an  avoidance 


of  their  homosexual  feelings.  Complicating  the 
apparent  simplicity  of  this  argument  is  the  fact  that 
transsexuals  of  both  sexes  explore  precisely  these 
issues  before  and  after  their  decisions  to  physically 
change  their  genders.  That  transsexual  feelings  are 
unique  from  gay  and  lesbian  feelings  is  suggested  by 
the  authors,  but  not  discussed  in  depth. 

Clearly,  The  Gender  Trap  warrants  feminist  criti¬ 
cism  and  offers  no  comprehensive  feminist  analysis 
of  transsexualism.  It  does  not  pretend  to  do  so.  It 
does  present  a  more  realistic  and  deeper  view  of 
transsexualism  than  any  other  current  writing  on  the 
subject.  It  also  may  be  the  first  autobiography  offer¬ 
ing  the  experiences  of  a  female-to-male  transsexual. 
Female  transsexuals  (women  changing  to  live  as  men) 
number  significantly,  but  are  virtually  ignored  by 
every  aspect  of  society,  a  fact  begging  further 
analysis  in  itself. 

In  the  past  there  have  been  life  stories  by  trans¬ 
sexuals  such  as  Christine  Jorgensen,  Jan  Morris  and 
Nancy  Hunt.  These  three  autobiographies,  written  in 
the  1960’s  and  1970’s,  reflected  a  view  of  gender 
based  almost  solely  on  traditional  sex  roles.  Jan  Mor¬ 
ris  discusses  the  excitement  of  having  men  treat  her  as 
a  lady.  All  three  authors  also  present  their  transitions 


as  fairly  simple.  Nancy  Hunt  expounds  on  the  inter¬ 
est  straight  men  paid  to  her  the  first  times  she  dressed 
as  a  woman.  The  process  for  most  transsexuals  is  in 
reality  a  long,  difficult  one,  including  many  personal 
risks.  Chris  Johnson  and  Cathy  Brown  make  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  clear,  describing  harassment  on  the  street 
and  their  employment  problems.  They  also  go  fur¬ 
ther  than  any  of  the  previous  authors  in  questioning 
their  sex  roles.  If  they  don’t  satisfactorily  identify  the 
source  of  their  feelings,  it  is  not  surprising  since 
theories  of  gender  development  are  inconclusive  and 
based  on  sexist  assumptions.  The  strength  in  The 
Gender  Trap  is  the  honesty,  sometimes  brutal,  some¬ 
times  touching  and  reassuring. 

The  stories  of  Eugene  Brown  and  Ann  Johnson  are 
told  separately,  chapter  by  chapter.  Eugene,  a  work¬ 
ing  class  Irish  boy,  and  Ann,  a  middle  class  English 
girl,  grow  up  in  vastly  different  backgrounds.  Their 
commonness  is  in  the  dissatisfaction  with  their  lives, 
an  incompleteness  neither  can  define.  When  they 
meet  as  adults  they  intuitively  sense  each  other’s  dif¬ 
ference  from  other  people  and  eventually  confess  to 
each  other  their  desires  to  change  their  genders.  This 
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A  Comfortable  Corner 

by  Vincent  Virga 
Avon 

New  York,  1982 
324  pp.,  $3.50 


Reviewed  by  Will  James 

Alcoholism  is  a  disease  so  powerful  that  it  seems 
to  develop  a  life  of  its  own,  becoming  the 
mocking  master,  not  only  of  the  alcoholic,  but 
also  of  those  who  love  him  or  her.  It’s  fitting, 
then,  that  in  Vincent  Virga’s  Comfortable  Corner, 
alcoholism  is  treated  almost  as  a  distinct  character, 
in  fact,  in  this  overwritten  story  of  an  alcoholic  poet, 
his  novelist  lover  and  their  struggle  to  survive  the  dis¬ 
ease  with  their  relationship  intact,  it  is  by  far  the 
most  interesting  character. 

Both  men  are  brilliantly  talented,  financially  suc¬ 
cessful  and  absolute  knockouts  to  look  at.  Indeed, 
apart  from  the  drinking  they  are  practically  perfect — 
except  for  their  names,  which  are  Christopher  More 
and  Terence  Strange.  As  if  that  isn’t  bad  enough, 
their  nicknames  are  Christo  and  Toddy.  Other  char¬ 
acters  are  called  things  like  Morgan  Connelly, 
Andrew  Desmond  and  Rudd  Rooney.  Names  are  not 
Virga’s  strong  point. 

Unfortunately,  neither  is  dialogue.  People  are 
always  saying  things  like:  “I  loved  you  before  I  knew 
what  gifts  your  loving  would  pour  over  my  parched 
life.”  Or:  “The  mess  of  it  all,  the  lie-riddled  mess  of 
our  sad,  diseased  lives  ...” 
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These  flowery  passages  frequently  occur  in  long 
stretches  of  back  and  forth  exchange  with  nary  a  “he 
said”  or  “she  said”  to  help  you  figure  out  who’s 
talking.  This  wouldn’t  be  a  problem  if  the  characters 
had  strong  personalities.  Then  you  would  know,  but 
unfortunately,  characterization  isn’t  Virga’s  strong 
point,  either. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  people  in  this  book:  the 
alcoholics  and  those  struggling  to  deal  with  the  alco¬ 
holics.  Both  groups  are  sensitive  as  all  get  out,  but 
sensitivity  alone  does  not  make  a  personality,  and 
rarely,  if  ever,  do  these  people  come  to  life.  They  are 
so  awash  with  self-pity  that,  for  a  group  of  people 
caught  in  such  tragic  circumstances,  I  found  it  diffi¬ 
cult  to  care  very  much  about  any  of  them.  Mostly  I 
wanted  to  slap  them.  It’s  a  telling  comment  on  this 
novel  that  Andrew  Desmond,  who  is  despised  by 
everyone  in  the  book  because  he  is — horrors!  — 
effeminate,  emerges  as  the  only  likeable  character. 

These  bland  people  do  very  little,  and  the  things 
they  do  are  mostly  pointless  and  disconnected.  Plot, 
it  seems,  is  also  not  a  Virga  strong  point.  The  main 
activity,  depending  on  personality  type,  is  either  get¬ 
ting  drunk  or  attending  A1  Anon  meetings.  And  they 
cry.  Someone  is  always  crying  in  this  book.  They  cry 
sober,  they  cry  drunk.  They  cry  alone,  together, 
when  writing,  on  the  phone  and  at  dinner.  They  even 
cry  when  they  orgasm.  Must  be  all  that  sensitivity.  ^ 
They  also  faint  and  throw  up  frequently.  1 
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“Freedom”  and  Other  Blind  Spots 


The  Anatomy  of  Freedom: 

Feminism,  Physics,  &  Global  Politics 

by  Robin  Morgan 
A  nchor/ Doubleday 
Garden  City,  NJ 
1982,  365  pp.,  $16.95 


Reviewed  by  Lisa  Orlando 


What  kind  of  person  is  Robin  Morgan?  Is  she 
a  compassionate,  committed  feminist  artist 
with  a  terrible  blind  spot  when  it  comes  to 
sex?  Or  is  she  a  manipulative  woman  who  has  par¬ 
layed  the  ability  gained  as  a  child  star  and  perfected 
as  an  artist  into  a  compelling  persona — with  only  a 
few  cracks,  through  which  her  everyday  personality 
glares? 

I  hope  that  the  former  is  true.  It’s  terrible  to  read  a 
book  which  can  make  me  laugh  and  cry,  admire  and 
identify,  all  the  time  afraid  I’m  being  deceived  and 
manipulated.  And  it’s  even  worse  to  review  such  a 
book:  Regretfully,  I  feel  compelled  to  use  the  small 
space  available  to  me  not  to  deal  with  the  broad 
range  of  ideas  and  issues  which  Morgan  tackles  here 
(she  should  have  called  the  book  Everything  I’ve 
Always  Wanted  to  Say  About  Everything)  but  to 
concentrate  on  the  ugliness  of  the  few  infuriating 
pages  which  undermine  the  whole  book. 

These  pages  occur  primarily  in  chapter  four,  “The 
Stake  in  the  Heart.”  Here,  Morgan  attacks  the  femi¬ 
nist  tendency  critical  of  the  anti-pornography  move¬ 
ment,  describing  it  as  having  “emerged  within  the 
women’s  movement  in  the  past  few  years  almost  un¬ 
challenged”  (p.  115,  emphasis  hers)  and  equating  it 
with  women  like  Phyllis  Schlafly  who  are  “willing  to 
pledge  their  lives  and  sacred  honor  as  the  price  of 
admission  into  Man’s  presence.”  (p.  114) 

She  singles  out  five  women,  two  of  whom,  Gayle 
Rubin  and  Pat  Califia,  are  well-known  to  GCN  read¬ 
ers  as  lesbian  s/m  activists.  Califia  is  equally  well- 
known  to  lesbians  as  the  author  of  Sapphistry.  Rubin 
is  a  feminist  anthropologist  whose  theoretical  article, 
“The  Traffic  in  Women,”  is  possibly  the  most  cited 
piece  in  Women’s  Studies  literature.  Amber  Holli- 
baugh,  a  lesbian  socialist-feminist  activist,  has  writ¬ 
ten  and  spoken  publicly  about  her  feelings  and  exper¬ 
iences  as  a  femme,  challenging  the  feminist  dogma 
that  sexual  role-playing  is  necessarily  oppressive  (see 
Heresies  ttI2).  The  other  two  women  are  well-known 
heterosexual  feminist  writers.  Dierdre  English,  cur¬ 
rently  editor  of  Mother  Jones,  is  targeted  as  a  result 
of  a  “conversation”  with  Rubin  and  Hollibaugh 
which  was  published  in  Socialist  Review  (Sept-Oct 
1981).  Ellen  Willis,  who  was,  with  Morgan,  a  found¬ 
er  of  the  Women’s  Liberation  movement,  has  been 


consistently  and  outspokenly  critical  of  the  rhetoric 
and  tactics  of  the  anti-porn  movement. 

If  Morgan  were  content  with  acknowledging  that 
there  are  feminists  who  disagree  with  her  and  arguing 
against  their  ideas — as  she  does  with  separatists — 
these  pages  would  simply  fall  into  place  as  a  part  of 
the  book  I  disagree  with.  But  she  is  not.  She  claims 
that  these  women,  with  their  “piteously  twisted  sexu¬ 
ality,”  are  “so  damaged  by  our  androcentric  and 
fundamentalist  culture”  that  they  “find  titillating  the 
same  attitudes  or  acts  around  which  Auschwitz  and 
Belsen  and  Treblinka  revolved.”  (p.  117) 

Morgan  saves  one  of  her  most  vicious  attacks  for 
Willis,  who  is,  according  to  Morgan,  among  those 
“self-styled  radical  feminists  who  happen  to  have 
well-known  public  positions  of  homophobia”  and 
who  have  “implied  that  feminists  are  brownshirts, 
puritans,  frigid  neurotics  or  fools  for  daring  to  criti¬ 
cize  this  fun-loving  [porn]  industry.”  (p.  115)  (Those 
interested  in  Willis’  real  position  may  want  to  read 
“Who  is  a  Feminist?  An  Open  Letter  to  Robin  Mor¬ 
gan,”  in  the  December  7,  1982,  Village  Voice.)  Pat 
Califia,  who  has  written  a  lesbian-feminist  sex  man¬ 
ual,  “at  odd  times  calls  herself  a  feminist” — some¬ 
thing  Morgan  insinuates  you  shouldn’t  do  if  you 
write  for  a  “gay  male”  paper  like  the  Advocate.  S/M 
is,  among  other  things,  a  “ghastly  mockery”  of  tor¬ 
ture  in  Iran  and  Chile.  And,  since  there  is  “unity 
among  feminists”  regarding  pornography  and  s/m. 


Sherry  Edwards 

it’s  “a  source  of  repeated  shock  to  feminists. .  .that 
such  women  as  Willis  et  al.  call  themselves 
‘feminists. ”’(p.  1 15) 

I  could  quote  more,  especially  from  her  cruel 
attacks  on  s/m  lesbians,  but  I  won’t.  What  is  most 
upsetting  to  me  about  ail  this  is  that  Morgan’s  early 
piece  on  women’s  masochistic  fantasies  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  convincing  me  that  there  was  nothing 
wrong  with  a  feminist  having  such  fantasies — that 
they  could  even  be  a  source  of  strength.  She  inspired 
me  to  experiment  with  them,  to  discover  that  I  could 
also  be  turned  on  by  sadistic  fantasies,  and  to  take 
pleasure  in  them.  Despite  her  lack  of  interest  in 
“practice”  and  her  assumption  that  most  women 
share  this  disinterest,  she  seemed  open  to  other 
women’s  experience.  The  lack  of  shame  which  she 
helped  instill  in  me  led  me  to  share  those  fantasies 
verbally  with  lovers  and  occasionally  “playing”  with 
them. 

How  can  the  woman  who  insisted,  in  the  face  of 
widespread  disapproval,  that  feminists  admit  to  and 
discuss  their  masochistic  fantasies,  who  publicly 
attested  to  her  own  (she  certainly  didn’t  equate  her¬ 
self  with  the  Nazis)  be  taking  such  an  extreme  posi¬ 
tion?  It’s  as  if  Anita  Bryant  wrote  positively  if 
ambivalently  about  having  lesbian  fantasies  and  then 
founded  Save  Our  Children.  The  old  saw  about  the 
worst  homophobes  being  the  closet  cases  transfers 
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Reviewed  by  Duncan  Mitchell 


Though  this  is  a  glossy,  oversized  paperback,  it 
is  probably  not  the  sort  of  thing  to  leave  lying 
on  the  coffee  table  for  your  straight  friends 
and  your  mother  to  leaf  through.  I  think  of  Fag  Rag 
(along  with  Gay  Sunshine)  as  something  like  a  pro¬ 
fessional  journal  of  the  gay  men’s  movement:  a  great 
deal  is  assumed  and  indeed  demanded,  and  a  reader 
without  background  will  find  the  discussion  hard  to 
follow  sometimes.  For  example,  if  you  become  hys¬ 
terical  at  the  mere  mention  of  boylove;  if  your  no¬ 
tions  about  prison  sex  derive  from  pornography  and 
fantasies  based  on  old  Jimmy  Cagney  movies;  if  you 
believe  that  the  goal  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  move¬ 
ments  should  be  to  convince  straights  that  we  are 
really  respectable;  and  if  you  hate  having  your  preju¬ 
dices  challenged,  you’d  do  well  to  pass  up  Fag  Rag  in 
favor  of,  say,  The  Advocate.  (But  if  so,  why  are  you 
reading  GCbP.) 

I  doubt  that  the  Fag  Rag  staff  would  agree  with  me 
on  this,  and  I  probably  am  oversimplifying.  After  all, 
professional  journals  largely  stroke  the  preconcep¬ 
tions  of  their  intended  audiences;  and  evident  here  is 
a  determination  to  avoid  solemnity  and  taking  one¬ 
self  overseriously.  The  glossy  cover  is  a  photo  taken 
at  a  gay/lesbian  pride  march,  dominated  by  a  banner 
bearing  the  legend  “Fag  Rag  Cocksuckers  etc.” 
Pasted  over  the  face  of  the  marcher  in  the  foreground 
is  a  photo,  printed  in  the  same  carcinogenic  red  as  the 
title,  of  the  head  of  a  young  boy  sticking  out  his 
tongue  at  you.  In  other  words:  “If  ya  don’t  like  it, 
nuts  to  ya!”  Evident,  too,  is  a  determination  to  avoid 
the  appearance  of  professionalism:  the  layout  is 
basic,  with  plenty  of  homegrown  amateur  artwork, 
snapshots  (often  murky),  xerox  collages,  physique 
pix,  and  art  of  varying  technical  quality  culled  from 
porn.  The  spelling  and  grammatical  errors  in  one 
Continued  on  Book  Review  page  6 
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Historically,  poetry  is  an  art  form,  capturing 
images  in  print,  painting  a  canvas  of  words,  a 
rhythm  of  sound.  Its  essential  nature  is  to 
provide  a  medium  which  illuminates  a  sketches  the 
human  condition  and  the  environmental  forces 
affecting  our  lives. 

“Painting  with  language  is  putting  nouns  on  the 
canvas,”  writes  James  Barrett  in  the  forward  to  John 
Robinson’s  first  collection  of  homosexual  love 
poems  entitled  Ship  Desert  Boat  Cargo,  “dispensing 
with  the  descriptive  prose  of  common  speech,”  he 
continues.  If  nouns  are  the  language  and  art  of  poet¬ 
ry,  then  Robinson  has  captured  the  essence  of  this 
ancient  medium  in  his  collection  of  twenty-seven  love 
poems. 

In  composition,  the  verb  expresses  an  act,  a  way  of 
being  or  an  actual  occurrence,  while  the  noun  ex¬ 
presses  the  subject  of  speech,  a  person,  place  or 
thing.  Through  his  usage  of  nouns,  Robinson  cap¬ 
tures  stunning  images  of  the  erotic  and  sensualness  of 
contemporary  homosexual  love.  He  writes  in  the 
poem  “Desert”: 

crossing  time  a  flat  area 
of  land 
hands  on  yr 
hands  complete  flat 
ness  in  the  desert 
lips  on  his  chest 
is  being  the  homosexual  just 
a  case  of  renouncing 
feminine  love  which  you  have 
been  offered 
combined  w/  the  lack 
of  opposing  force 
the  reduction  of  variables 

Robinson  examines  the  sociological,  intuitive  and 
geographical  images  so  commonly  referred  to  as  the 
“homosexual  sensibility.”  While  his  poems  are  suc¬ 
cinct  and  minimalist  in  structure,  they  are  representa¬ 
tive  of  various  avant-garde  language  stylists  such  as 
Gertrude  Stein  and  Virginia  Woolf,  who  taught  the 
literary  world  that  words  and  language  are  elastic  and 
can  be  both  abstract  and  illusory,  without  being  frag- 
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happens  simultaneous  to  their  becoming  lovers  and 
beginning  what  they  admit  is  an  unusual  relationship. 

After  the  birth  of  their  daughter  Emma,  they  begin 
changing  their  sexes.  Changing  genders  in  this  society 
is  extremely  difficult,  and  Chris  and  Cathy  are  simul¬ 
taneously  raising  a  child  who  they  hope  will  know 
them  in  their  chosen  roles.  The  story  does  not  end 
with  the  last  pages  of  the  book.  This  story  presents 
real  people,  and  there  is  no  attempt  to  glorify  their 
lives.  When  newspapers  exposed  the  story  to  public 
scrutiny,  Chris  and  Cathy  lost  their  chance  at  blend¬ 
ing  into  the  world  quietly.  They  have  chosen  to  make 
the  best  of  their  situation.  Having  already  been 
judged  by  countless  strangers,  they  are  responding 
with  their  view  of  themselves.  They,  with  Wendy  Nel¬ 
son,  have  made  the  experience  of  their  lives  interest- 
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mented  and  obscure.  In  the  poem  “Timing,”  Robin¬ 
son  writes: 

he  is  a  signpost 
w/  no  sense  that  he 
keeps  yr  time  nor  that 
he  ages 

His  post-modernist  view  of  the  homosexual  in  the 
late  twentieth  century  is  provocative.  It  merges  a 
sense  of  destiny  and  of  urban  sexuality  with  a  vital 
attempt  at  waging  war  with  time  and  the  process  of 
aging.  Robinson’s  portraits  illustrate  the  nuances  of 
post-gay  liberation  culture,  as  seen  through  his  own 
poignant  vision  of  love  and  relationships,  an  endear¬ 
ing  voice  which  is  heartfelt  and  strikingly  tonal. 
Words  reverberate  a  message  to  the  reader,  question¬ 
ing  the  intent  of  sexuality  and  love,  the  contradic¬ 
tions  and  battles  waged  for  both  political  and  person¬ 
al  liberation.  As  in  the  poem  “Reversal”: 

show  him  you  love  him 
a  homosexual  is  a  double 
gender,  accounting  for  the 
strength,  the  anamnesis, 
one  gender  in  reverse 
assumes  a  feminine 
pose, 

then  trading, 

the  problem  of  anal  capitalism 
inability  to  barter 

Robinson’s  poems  are  tightly  composed.  The 
words  and  images  which  flow  through  the  pages  of 
Ship  Desert  Boat  Cargo  are  carefully  constructed  to 
give  the  reader  full  responsibility  of  interpreting  his 
message.  They  are  concise  and  yet  not  easily  compre¬ 
hensible.  Like  most  poetry  laced  with  metaphors, 
Robinson’s  prodding  work  must  be  read  several 
times.  The  reader  must  attend  his  work  with  a  careful 
eye  for  subtlety,  in  the  absence  of  structure. 

In  “Ship,”  he  aptly  laments: 

metaphor  has  more  appeal 
I  want  an  idea  of  you 
precise  sad  words 
if  you  cannot  answer  questions 
I  will  want  more  words 
yr  silence  in  reverse  of  my  voice 
going  back  for  words 
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ing  and  accessible.  They  have  also  maintained  dignity 
without  defensiveness  that  is  not  only  admirable  but 
inspiring  in  its  example  to  many  kinds  of  people  liv¬ 
ing  through  similar  struggles. 

The  authors  sum  up  in  their  last  paragraph,  “Nor 
can  there  be  any  straightforward  conclusion,  for 
once  their  ultimate  goal  is  reached,  there  can  be  no 
guarantee  that  the  remainder  of  their  lives  will  be  any 
improvement  on  the  past.  The  only  certainty  is  that 
Chris  and  Cathy,  as  man  and  woman  together,  and 
with  Emma  at  their  side,  will  face  the  world  in  the 
way  they  believe  Nature  intended. . .” 

The  Gender  Trap  assumes  that  transsexuality  is  a 
separate  issue  from  the  roles  we  all  play.  This  book 
represents  a  long-awaited  step  forward  toward  devel¬ 
oping  a  clear  awareness  of  a  misunderstood  segment 
of  society. 


by  Irena  Klepfisz 
Persephone  Press,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  7222,  Watertown,  MA  02172 
1982,  97  pp.,  $5.95 

Reviewed  by  Malkah  Barrsey  Feldman 


Irena  Klepfisz’  new  book  of  poetry  contains  a 
variety  of  poetic  styles,  including  narrative  prose 
poetry.  Rooted  in  the  political  reality  of  her  life, 
she  captures  moments  of  her  experiences  that  trans¬ 
cend  time  and  age.  Her  poetry  is  raw  and  blatant,  yet 
sensitive  and  compelling.  It  is  a  journey  through  the 
stark  and  brutal  realities  of  oppression. 

“From  the  Monkey  House  and  Other  Cages”  is 
the  first  sequence  of  poems.  In  the  first  person  voice 
of  a  female  monkey,  we  are  taken  into  the  cell  of  cap¬ 
tivity  (a  zoo).  Through  Klepfisz’  metaphoric  use  of 
monkeys,  we  are  taken  into  the  world  of  concentra¬ 
tion  camps.  While  themes  of  rape  and  extreme  depri¬ 
vation  underlie  the  poems,  survival  and  hope  bring  to 
light  the  will  to  escape  the  present  and  dream  new 
possibilities.  Wommin-bonding  is  captured  in  the 
poem  as  the  monkey  who  is  speaking  speaks  to  us  of 
her  love  for  another  in  the  cage: 

(1)  ..  .but  morning 

brought  back  the  space . . . 

her  weakened 

body  my  head  against  her 
breast:  my  mouth  empty. 

(2)  yet  she  was  all 
my  comfort:  . . . 

(9)  (from  Monkey  II) 

when  she  died  i  mourned 
a  silent  mourning. 

(9)  . .  .i  would  lie 

down  dream... 


Klepfisz  uses  imagery  that  is  alive  and  therefore 
capable  of  touching  our  deepest  emotions.  Through 
the  use  of  monkeys  we  are  reminded  of  the  link  be¬ 
tween  human  beings  and  animals  when  both  are  con¬ 
trolled  by  brutal  and  savage  men.  This  first  sequence 
of  poems  touch  both  the  depth  and  all-pervasive 
influence  of  fascist  control. 


L.  Severance 


Section  II  of  the  book  is  entitled  “Different  Enclo¬ 
sures.”  In  the  Work  Sonnet  poems  she  uses  poetic 
verse  and  narrative  forms  of  prose  poetry  to  take  us 
in  and  then  out  of  the  external  world  of  mundane 
work  servicing  patriarchy,  and  the  internal  longings 
for  productivity  that  is  meaningful  to  our  lives.  To 
emphasize  the  break  between  her  two  worlds,  she 
uses  “. .  .and  day  breaks”  in  repetitive  fashion.  This 
is  stinging  reminder  that  we  often  go  on  surviving 
daily  drudgery  regardless  of  our  longings. 

In  Section  III,  entitled  “Urban  Flowers,”  Klep¬ 
fisz’  poems  speak  to  themes  of  growth  within  captiv- 
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Unlike  usual  works  of  fiction,  history  has  the 
advantage  of  being  rewritten  every  generation 
or  so  to  suit  the  moral,  political,  or  social 
clime.  As  with  fiction  the  hope  is  always  that  prod¬ 
ucts  will  be  “better.”  The  assumption  is  that  consec¬ 
utive  histories  on  the  same  topic  reveal  fuller,  more 
detailed  truths.  Alas,  while  sometimes  true,  it  is  more 
often  the  case  that  (supposed)  truth  is  still  stranger 
than  fiction. 

The  debate  on  “gay  history”  has  been  raging  since 
there  became  a  market  for  such  material  a  year  or  so 
after  Stonewall.  One  school  of  thought  declares  that 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  “gay  history” — history  is 
history  no  matter  what  it  contains.  But,  counters  the 
opposition,  the  very  existence  of  gay  people  has  been 
systematically  censored  from  most  historical  writing; 
therefore  it  is  imperative  that  amends  be  made  for  the 
exclusion.  Others  argue  for  an  interpretation  of  gay 
people  in  history,  while  the  more  radical  call  for  a 
gay  interpretation  o/history.  Most  of  this  debate  has 
been  invented  to  fill  the  pages  of  The  Journal  of 
Homosexuality  with  something  other  than  charts 
showing  the  effects  of  emotional  stress  upon  the 
working  lesbian.  I  suspect  that  most  gay  people  read 
“gay  history” — whatever  it  is — to  meet  interesting 
characters,  find  out  something  about  the  past,  and 
pass  the  time  with  the  titillation  of  half-truths  rather 
than  the  usual  boringness  of  total  fictions.  These 
three  books — to  varying  degrees— have  something  to 
offer  everyone. 

One  cannot  imagine  a  more  unlikely  duo  than  the 
upright,  sound-thinking,  socialist,  vegetarian  intel¬ 
lectual  George  Bernard  Shaw  and  the  snivelling, 
sentimental,  religious  sycophant  Lord  Alfred  Doug¬ 
las.  Shaw,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  a  leading  and 
influential  thinker  of  the  20th  century;  Douglas  made 
his  mark  on  history  for  being  partially  responsible 
for  helping  send  the  genius  Oscar  Wilde  to  jail,  thus 
killing  him.  These,  of  course,  are  the  commonplace 
visions  of  each  character,  but  after  reading  their 
complete  correspondence  one  cannot  help  but  feel 
that  they  are  somewhat  accurate. 

The  letter  writing  began  with  Douglas  asking  Shaw 
to  write  a  preface  for  his  autobiography  to  help  boost 
American  sales.  Shaw  responded  with  a  stern  lecture 
about  self-respect,  and  the  two  continued  writing 
over  the  next  decade.  Much  of  the  writing — from 
Douglas’  side — was  a  constant  justification  of  his 
place  in  the  Wilde  affair  and  persistent  attempts  to 
refute  or  suppress  books  dealing  with  the  incident  in 
which  he  was  not  presented  in  a  good  light.  (He  made 
a  great  deal  of  money  suing  people  for  libel.)  Shaw 
treats  him  like  a  bad-tempered  child — he  calls  Doug¬ 
las  “Childe  Alfred,”  an  affectionate  nickname 
tinged  with  scorn  born  of  both  Byron  and  Shakes¬ 
peare;  Douglas,  in  his  smarmy,  sanctimonious  way 
dubs' Shaw  “St.  Christopher”  [i.e.,  bearer  of  the 
Christ  child(e)] — but  seems  amused  by  him  and  actu¬ 
ally  considers  him  a  fairly  good  poet. 

Much  of  the  book’s  enjoyment  comes  from  seeing 
how  Shaw  can  deflect  the  self-serving  and  self- 
centered  Douglas  from  getting  the  best  of  him.  Here 
it  is  1931 — more  than  35  years  after  Wilde’s  impris¬ 
onment — and  Douglas  is  still  playing  the  same 
games:  trying  to  further  his  own  career  by  using  more 
famous  people,  badgering  everyone  to  get  attention, 
and,  most  obnoxiously,  blowing,  or  rather,  tooting, 
his  own  horn.  Wilde,  unfortunately,  fell  for  these 
tricks  because  of  Lord  Alfred’s  pretty  face;  Shaw 
responded  because  he  enjoyed  being  the  devil’s  dis¬ 
ciple  and  advocate. 

The  letters  are  unusually  well  edited  by  Mary 
Hyde,  who  understands  what  the  common  reader 
takes  for  granted  and  illuminates  with  intelligent 
footnotes.  A  long  preface  and  several  appendices 
cover  not  only  the  specifics  of  Douglas  and  Shaw  but 
their  literary  society  and  social  context  as  well.  The 
letters  are  invaluable  to  any  study  of  the  Wilde/ 
Douglas  relationship.  The  tragedy  of  Wilde  lies 
beneath  the  surface  of  the  entire  book,  and  it  is  a 


Homos  in  History 


J.  Pilula 


shame  that  he  did  not  realize,  as  Fran  Lebowitz  has 
pointed  out:  “A  thing  of  beauty  is  a  joy  forever. . . 
but  nine  times  out  of  ten  a  weekend  is  long  enough.” 

While  G.B.  Shaw  is  a  milestone  in  history  and 
Alfred  Douglas  a  regrettable  footnote,  the  life  of 
Elsie  de  Wolfe  (known  in  later  life  as  Lady  Mendl)  is 
most  curious.  Elsie  was  world  famous  from  1920  to 
1950  as  one  of  the  most  famous  party  givers  and 
trend  setters  of  the  20th  century.  Among  her  accom¬ 
plishments  was  inventing  interior  decorating — she  lit¬ 
erally  redid  every  notion  of  how  a  home  should  look 
and  then  got  paid  large  sums  of  money  for  doing  it 
for  wealthy  people.  She  originated  the  fashion  of 
wearing  short  white  gloves  in  public;  she  invented  the 
pink  lady,  the  blue  hair  tint,  and  the  tea  dance — all 
this  and  became  one  of  the  first,  important,  modern 
American  businesswomen  to  boot.  She  was  in  Life 
magazine;  Cole  Porter  wrote  songs  about  her;  and 
she  taught  Wallis  Simpson  how  to  act  in  public.  A 
true  cultural  phenomenon,  she  is  all  but  forgotten 
now. 

But  what  is  also  forgotten,  and  even  more  impor¬ 
tant,  is  her  early  life.  While  still  an  actress  on  Broad¬ 
way  (known  more  for  her  costumes  than  her  acting) 
she  and  her  lover  Bessie  Marbury  led  the  most  exclu¬ 
sive  lesbian  salon  in  America.  Marbury  came  from  a 
wealthy  New  York  family  and  decided  to  become  a 
theatrical  producer  and  agent.  She  then  proceeded  to 
sign  on  almost  every  famous  name  in  European  and 
American  theater.  Bessie  and  Elsie’s  house  became 
one  of  the  literary  and  social  centers  of  the  east  coast. 
When  they  decided  to  set  a  new  trend  and  move  to 
France  (followed  by  such  as  the  Fitzgeralds,  the  Ger¬ 
ald  Murphys,  and  Cole  and  Linda  Porter)  their  salon 
and  its  importance  moved  with  them. 

Elsie  de  Wolfe  is  more  than  a  biography;  it  covers 
and  sets  into  perspective  a  whole  era  of  social  history 
and  highlights  the  role  that  these  lesbians  played 
within  it.  There  is  much  gossip-as-history  (an  inter¬ 
esting  and  valid  form  of  history,  if  there  ever  was 
one);  it  contains  lots  of  tidbits  (for  example,  that  Bes¬ 
sie’s  lover  after  Elsie  was  Elizabeth  Arden)  and 
details  the  groupings  and  re-groupings  of  lesbians 
from  wealthy  New  York  families  for  over  half  a 
century. 

Jane  Smith  is  upfront  enough  to  admit  that  Elsie 
and  Bessie  were  lesbians  and  cognizant  enough  of 
feminist  history  to  realize  that  they  probably  had  a 
“Boston  marriage,”  while  others,  like  Gertrude  and 
Alice,  clearly  had  physical  sexual  relationships.  She  is 
prudent  in  evaluating  relationships  both  within  their 
immediate  social  context  and  by  how  they  appear  to 
us  now.  Aside  from  the  sheer  interest  of  Elsie’s  life¬ 
style — she  herself  was  remarkably  self-centered  and 
somewhat  uninteresting  as  a  person — Elsie  de  Wolfe 
offers  one  of  the  only  glimpses  into  the  cultural  his¬ 
tory  of  American  lesbianism,  whose  Parisian  coun¬ 
terpart  (Rene  Vivian,  Romaine  Brooks,  Natalie  Bar¬ 
ney)  has  been  well  documented  over  the  past  ten  years. 

At  first  glance  Mars  Without  Venus:  A  Study  of 
Some  Homosexual  Generals  might  seem  like  a  totally 
crackpot  book.  Where  the  Shaw/Douglas  letters  and 
the  Elsie  de  Wolfe  biography  examine  specifics, 
Major-General  Frank  M.  Richardson  (author  of  the 
moderately  well-received  Napoleon:  Bisexual  Emper¬ 
or)  attempts  to  highlight  his  theory  and  history  of 
male  homosexuality  by  concentrating  on  the  lives  of 
army  men — from  Alexander  the  Great  to  T.E.  Law¬ 
rence  (of  Arabia)— and  the  relationship  of  homo-' 
sexuals  to  an  all-male  world.  It  is  an  unusual,  not 
very  successful,  though  quite  entertaining  endeavor. 

Richardson’s  first  two  chapters  are  theory,  and  he 


has  obviously  read  most  everything  and  everyone 
around:  Freud,  Burton,  Kinsey,  Krafft-Ebing.  He 
tends  to  stick  to  the  traditionalists  but  is  aware  of  and 
tries  to  integrate  the  political  theory  of  gay  libera¬ 
tion.  The  theories  are  intercut  with  his  own  experi¬ 
ences  as  Director  of  Medical  Services  for  the  British 
Army.  He  has  a  laconic  tone  that  tends  to  give  his 
writing  a  rather  Victorian  flavor;  this  style  is  not 
unlikeable  but  at  first  tends  to  let  the  reader  view  the 
subject  matter  as  curious  rather  than  completely  sci¬ 
entific.  Many  of  his  observations  seem  on  target  even 
if  some  of  his  reasoning  seems  odd. 

The  more  entertaining  portion  of  the  book  is  his 
studies  of  individual  generals.  He  has  a  wealth  of 
material — all  sorts  of  odd  things  about  family  rela¬ 
tions  sexual  quirks,  s/m  tendencies,  and  the  usual 
scuttlebutt  that  travels  about  an  army  camp.  It’s  the 
sort  of  book  that  gives  you  hundreds  of  little-known 
anecdotes  to  tell:  General  Gordon  took  a  great  inter¬ 
est  in  his  wounded  soldiers;  Frederick  the  Great  had 
an  “organ  inferiority.”  Few  of  his  stories  are  without 
interest,  and  while  perhaps  scientifically  useless, 
might  provide  fodder  for  army  or  military  fantasies. 

Richardson’s  theories  run  toward  the  predictable; 
sexual  repression  causes  a  certain  type  of  homosexual 
to  join  and  rise  in  the  armed  forces,  where  he  may 
eschew  the  company  of  women  while  enjoying  the 
(many  times  non-sexual)  company  of  men.  There  is 
nothing  really  new  here,  but  nothing  particularly 
harmful  either.  The  basic  problem  with  the  book  is 
that  Richardson  has  a  “personality”  approach  to  his¬ 
tory  that  removes  character  from  context  and  does 
not  provide  the  reader  with  a  very  comprehensive 
view  of  the  topic.  For  every  case  history  that  Rich¬ 
ardson  plops  into  his  theory,  you  could  probably  find 
three  more  to  disprove  it.  But  what  saves  the  book  is 
that  its  author  is  so  clearly  excited  and  involved  with 
what  he  is  writing  about  that  it  is  possible  to  get 
swept  away — if  only  for  the  moment— and  enjoy  the 
telling,  but  not  the  tale. 

All  three  of  these  books  illuminate,  to  some 
degree,  our  history  as  homosexuals.  They  are  prod¬ 
ucts  of  their  time — the  Douglas  letters  were  just 
released  last  year;  feminist  scholarship  has  renewed 
interest  in  the  lives  of  even  semi-famous  women; 
much  of  the  material  about  British  generals  has  been 
well-hidden  in  the  British  Museum— and  in  varying 
ways  inform  and  enlighten  us.  Like  good  fiction, 
these  books — failings  and  all— hold  our  attention.  As 
time  moves  on  and  change  occurs,  so  will  our  percep¬ 
tions  of  who  and  what  we  once  were.  We  are  fortu¬ 
nate  now  to  have  an  audience  for  these  books;  they 
are  markers  of  our  thoughts  for  the  future. 
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story,  written  by  a  prisoner,  have  solemnly  been  left 
in  for  authenticity  of  flavor.  On  the  other  hand, 
someone  has  apparently  proofread  the  text  with  care; 

1  noticed  few  typos.  In  short,  the  underground  press 
lives;  and  a  good  thing,  too. 

So  much  for  the  form;  what  about  the  content? 
First,  the  bad  news.  Most  of  the  poetry  did  little  for 
me;  I  liked  best  (of  an  undistinguished  lot)  Walta 
Borowski’s  “English  was  only  a  second/language” 
(p.  49)  and  some  of  Dennis  Kelly’s  “Poem  as  Ass¬ 
hole”  (pp.  92-3).  Mitzel’s  one-act  play,  “The  Neo- 
Magnolia  Experience,”  is  a  satire  on  conformity  and 
psychotherapy  (and,  I  presume,  the  Advocate  Exper¬ 
ience),  using  characters  from  the  plays  of  Tennessee 
Williams.  It  is  heavy-handed  and  obvious,  though  if 
it  were  staged  well  it  might  be  entertaining.  “Fun  at 
Camp”  by  “Tom”  is  a  pseudo-memoir  of  a  love 
affair  between  a  thirteen-year-old  boy  and  his  camp 
counselor,  written  from  the  boy’s  viewpoint  but 
patently  bogus.  I’d  like  some  insights  into  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  boys  who  get  sexually  involved  with  men,  but 
“Fun  at  Camp”  only  offers  insight  into  the  wishful 
thinking  of  its  adult  author.  (This  is  true  generally  of 
the  writings  onboylove  I’ve  seen,  and  while  it  proba¬ 
bly  is  due  partly  to  the  technical  limitations  of  the 
writers,  I  can’t  suppress  the  suspicion  that  it  also 
reveals  a  lack  of  real  empathy  with  the  boys.)  Also 
problematic  is  Richard  Nodarse’s  lengthy  autobio¬ 
graphical  (?)  piece,  “Keta  Kent.”  This  is  a  memoir/ 
portrait  of  a  beautiful  young  female  impersonator 
the  author/narrator  knew  while  he  was  a  law  student 
in  Miami  Beach,  written  in  a  style  somewhere 
between  Edmund  White’s  Nocturnes  for  the  King  of 
Naples  and  Kate  Millett’s  Flying.  Unfortunately 
Richard  Nordarse  has  neither  White’s  ear  for  lan¬ 
guage  nor  Millett’s  earthy  bluntness,  and  for  me  at 
least  Keta  Kent  never  makes  an  impression  as  a  char¬ 
acter  or  as  a  person. 

But  I  did  appreciate  Fred  Markham’s  “Fred’s 
Piece,”  which  tells  what  it  was  like  to  be  a  street  boy 
in  Seattle  during  the  1950’s;  Markham’s  prose  is 
solid,  conversational  and  unpretentious,  and  he 
brings  his  past  vividly  alive.  Charley  Shively’s  “Fred 
Vaughan:  Calamus  Lover”  is  a  biographical  sketch 
of  one  of  Walt  Whitman’s  lovers,  a  fine  job  of  recon¬ 
structing  a  bit  of  gay  men’s  history.  Maya  Silver- 
thorne’s  “When  Slaves  Love:  Prison  Sex  Roles,”  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  brief  untitled  article  by  Johnny  Golden 
and  an  interview  with  Dan,  an  ex-con,  casts  light  on 
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easily  to  this  situation — except  that  Morgan  is  barely 
in  the  closet!  Nowhere  does  she  “analyze  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  fantasy  and  practice”  as  she  claims  to 
do:  she  merely  posits  it.  While  claiming  that  women 
who  have  rape  fantasies  don’t  want  to  be  raped,  she 
insinuates  that  women  who  play  with  these  fantasies 
really  do,  since  she  conflates  “practice”  and  “reality.” 

Aside  from  the  internal  contradictions  of  her  posi¬ 
tion  on  sex,  she  violates,  in  attacking  other  feminists, 
the  principles  which  she  evokes  elsewhere  in  The 
Anatomy  of  Freedom.  Throughout  the  book,  she 
argues  that  feminists  must  break  with  the  notion  of 
“political  correctness,”  must  stop  thinking  that  we 
can  dictate  to  or  judge  other  feminists.  In  discussing 
her  penchant  for  high  heels  and  her  (recently)  shaved 
legs  and  armpits,  she  wonders  if  they  are  “a  cranky 
affirmation  of  what  /  and  not  some  Feminist  Central 
Committee  wanted  to  do  for  a  change?”  (emphasis 
hers)  She  claims  that  “at  least  we  have  begun  to  learn 
compassion  for  one  another’s  defenses,  to  judge  not 
another’s  mask  lest  we  be  judged  by  its  reverse  in  our 
own  mirror. . .”  (p.  62)  In  describing  “correct”  fem¬ 
inist  appearance  and  identity  she  states  that  “one 
day,  we  noticed  that  a  suspiciously  uniform  non¬ 
conformism  had  tricked  us  into  giving  birth  indeed: 
to  each  other,  in  litters”  (p.  50).  She  damns  herself 
even  more  when  she  writes  about  how  her 

sexual  experiences  with  women  have  been,  sadly, 
more  from  a  wish  “to  do  the  right  thing”  politically, 
more  to  win  approval  and  acceptance. .  .than  from 
genuine  sexual  passion.  I’ve  come  to  understand  that 
sexual  pressure  of  any  sort — whether  emotional, 
physical,  or  political — is  plain  old  hideous  sexual 
fundamentalism,  and  1  want  no  part  of  it. 

(p.  144,  emphasis  hers) 

She  never  explains  why  these  principles  can  be  auto¬ 
matically  suspended  when  dealing  with  women  whose 
sexuality  expresses  itself  through  s/m,  butch/femme 
roles,  or  use  of  pornography. 

Of  course  these  principles  are  even  more  easily  sus¬ 
pended  when  dealing  with  men.  Several  times,  Mor¬ 
gan  offers  us  the  facile  analysis  of  the  sexuality  of 
male  cross-dressers  as  a  “mockery”  of  women’s 
oppression.  This  analysis  is  itself  a  mockery  of 
another  oppressed  group  which  is  subjected  to  ridi¬ 
cule  and  physical  attack.  Why  it  is  not  a  “mockery” 
for  her  feminist  friends  to  retain  “long  tapered  fin- 


the  theory  and  practice  of  prison  sexuality;  “His 
Name  Was  Ronnie,”  by  B.J.,  romanticizes  it  from 
inside.  Freddie  Greenfield’s  “Beyond  Hebraic 
ABC’s,”  the  story  of  a  Jewish  boy  who  gives  spank¬ 
ings  to  the  rabbi  teaching  him  his  alephbeth,  is  funny 
and  sharply  observed.  And  Charley  Shively’s 
“Whips,  Welts,  Chains  and  Bruises  as  Acts  of  Revo¬ 
lution”  is  a  clear-eyed  political  analysis  of  power  in 
sex.  It  is  only  a  beginning,  but  I  like  the  way  Shively 
clears  away  myths  and  cliches: 

Many  faggots  seem  to  argue  that  we  deserve  respect 
because  we  have  been  beaten,  killed,  scorned,  and 
abused.  Virtually  no  one  argues  that  we  are  good 
becuse  we  get  what  we  want... Often  we  are  con¬ 
demned  for  being  irresponsible  and  are  contrasted 
pejoratively  with  the  heterosexual  male  who  sacri¬ 
fices  himself  by  supporting  a  family  or  with  the  heter¬ 
osexual  female  who  tends  house  and  raises  children. 
Well,  if  the  heterosexuals  (of  either  sex)  don’t  like 
what  they’re  doing,  if  it  gives  them  no  pleasure,  then 
they  should  stop  whining  and  leave  us  alone,  (p.  19) 

I  disagree  that  “egalitarian  costumes  and  phanta¬ 
sies  simply  do  not  function  sexually.”  (p.  18)  Shively 
cites  Chinese  revolutionary  costume  as  an  example  of 
anti-erotic  egalitarian  costume,  which  is  true;  but  the 
American  egalitarian  costume  of  t-shirt  and  blue 
jeans  functions  perfectly  well  for  me  and,  I’m  sure, 
for  plenty  of  others.  And  Whitman’s  “We  two  boys 
together  clinging”  is  an  egalitarian  sexual  fantasy, 
effective  for  many  (including,  probably,  Shively, 
who  quotes  it  in  his  article  on  Whitman  and  Fred 
Vaughan). 

In  addition  to  all  this,  I  was  relieved  by  the  absence 
of  anti-feminist  and  misogynist  polemic.  This  is  the 
first  issue  of  Fag  Rag  I’ve  read  in  several  years,  and 
in  the  meantime  I’ve  noticed  a  disturbing  increase  in 
misogynist  rhetoric  among  some  self-styled  radical 
gay  men  such  as  John  Lauritsen  and  Craig  Schoon- 
maker;  but,  happily,  Fag  Rag  seems  not  to  be  follow¬ 
ing  this  trend.  And  to  return  to  the  positive  side,  this 
issue  contains  as  an  added  bonus  a  Straight  to  Hell 
supplement  (fantasies  and  realities  of  gay  men’s  lives) 
and  a  Boston  Gay  Review  supplement  (intelligent 
book  reviews).  All  in  all,  you  may  not  want  to  put  the 
Fag  Rag  Twelfth  Anniversary  Issue  on  your  coffee 
table,  but  it  is  interesting  and  useful  reading,  and 
probably  worth  your  ten  bucks. 


gernails”  or  wear  “little  girl  flouncy  dresses”  (p.  62) 
— or  for  herself  to  shave  her  legs,  wear  high  heels, 
and  indulge  in  her  “romantic”  side,  with  its  “life¬ 
long  affection  for  lilacs - chiffon  and  the  waltz” 

(p.  123) — is  never  explained.  It  seems  like  rather  clas¬ 
sic  sexism — and  homophobia — to  assume  that  such 
things  are  all  right  for  women  but  not  for  men,  as  if 
some  men  might  not  express  their  “romantic”  side 
via  the  same  “lifelong  affections.” 

In  one  section  of  the  chapter  “Public  Secrets,” 
Morgan  does  an  excellent  and  much-needed  analysis 
of  the  oppression  of  young  people,  including  a  strong 
argument  for  lowering  the  voting  age  to  seven.  But  in 
the  midst  of  this  comes  her  attack  on  man/boy  love, 
with  the  usual  inability  to  distinguish  between  abuse 
and  consensual  sex  between  people  of  different 
“classes”  (her  term)  and  the  unusual  argument  that 
boy  lovers  are  really  straight  men  who  “hate 
queers”!  Of  course,  being  anti-adultist,  Morgan 
believes  that  young  people  should  be  able  to  have  sex 
— with  their  peers,  who  will  not,  of  course,  oppress 
them.  She  evinces  no  understanding  of  the  dilemma 
of  gay  and  lesbian  youth,  who  face  ostracism  and 
often  violence  if  they  approach  their  peers  sexually, 
or  even  of  the  dilemma  of  heterosexual  girls,  who 
often  find  it  equally  or  more  difficult  to  say  “no”  to 
a  peer,  either  because  of  social  pressure  or  because  of 
the  “class”  difference  between  boys  and  girls. 

Morgan’s  inconsistency — in  calling  for  lowering 
the  voting  age  but  not  the  “age  of  consent”;  in  argu¬ 
ing  that  we  should  relate  to  young  people  as  full 
human beingsexcept  for  finding  them  sexually  attrac¬ 
tive;  in  saying  that  young  people  should  have  free¬ 
dom  of  choice  except  when  then  choose  adult  sexual 
partners — seems  to  escape  her.  An  even  more  inter¬ 
esting  inconsistency,  however,  is  personal.  In  des¬ 
cribing  the  beginning  of  her  relationship  with  her 
husband,  Kenneth  Pitchford,  she  says  that  she  was  17 
and  he  was  27.  Doesn’t  she  realize  that  this  is  man/ 
girl  love?  Is  Pitchford  a  gay  man  who  hates  hetero¬ 
sexuals?  It  seems  likely  that  her  attitude  toward 
cross-generational  sex  is  shaped  by  the  same  kind  of 
blind  defensiveness  as  her  attitude  toward  s/m. 

Whatever  other  problems  may  have  led  Morgan  to 
her  hardline  position  on  sexuality,  it’s  easy  enough  to 
see  how  she  arrived  at  it  intellectually.  She  begins 
with  a  notion  of  the  Self  as  “that  individual  core 
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existing. .  .simply  in  quintessence”  (p.  54),  and 

_  ^  „  _  posits  “sexual  intelligence”— a  “combination  of  cur- 
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Most  other  activities  are  described  so  torturously 
that  it’s  difficult  to  tell  exactly  what’s  going  on. 
Take,  for  example,  this  scene,  inserted  in  the  novel 
appropos  of  nothing: 

Kneading  the  hot  center  of  this  startling  pleasure, 
keeping  himself,  confined,  afloat,  he  let  the  giggly 
spasms  crest,  eddy,  dissolve,  before  tightening  his 
oiled  fist  and  greedily  approaching  again.  After  ten 
languid  minutes  of  easy,  poignant  climbing,  pursu¬ 
ing,  retreating,  breaking  the  keenest  swells  to  bathe 
in  the  effervescent  ripples,  an  aching  rigidity  pro¬ 
voked  him  to  lunge  over  the  top.  Through  dilating 
space  he  tumbled  into  Eden:  unadulterated  joy. 

That,  in  case  you  missed  it,  was  a  man  jerking  off. 

So  what  is  Virga’s  strong  point?  Being  sensitive. 
And  certainly  there  is  a  need  for  a  sensitive,  well- 
written  novel  that  can  convey  the  pain,  turmoil,  and 
tragedy  involved  in  gay  people  freeing  themselves 
from  alcoholism.  However,  this  novel  is  so  sensitive 
it  is  sodden.  The  pain  is  sentiment,  the  turmoil  is 
maudlin  self-pity,  and  the  tragedy  is  banal 
melodrama. 

What  makes  A  Comfortable  Corner  so  frustrating 
is  that  every  once  in  a  while  you  come  across  a  sen¬ 
tence  or  a  paragraph,  sometimes  even  a  part  of  a 
chapter,  that  is  lucidly  written  and  free  of  silly, 
gothic  embellishments.  There  are  piercing  insights 
into  alcoholism  and  vivid  glimpses  of  its  power  over 
human  lives.  Then  you  realize  what  a  shame  it  was 
that  Mr.  Virga  spent  so  much  time  being  sensitive, 
when  he  could  have  simply  told  the  truth. 


iosity  and  desire” — as  one  of  its  fundamental  attri¬ 
butes.  This  Sexual  Intelligence  is  ahistorical  and  pre¬ 
social,  taking  naturally  the  form  of  “genuine  pas¬ 
sion.”  This  is  then  “perverted”  by  contact  with 
patriarchal  society,  becoming  “sexual  fundamental¬ 
ism,”  a  term  which  she  uses  to  lump  together  every¬ 
one  who  isn’t  expressing  “genuine  passion” — from 
Jerry  Falwell  through  Hugh  Hefner  to  Pat  Califia. 

There  are  several  peculiarities  in  Morgan’s  notion 
of  “fundamentalism,”  but  one  is  crucial  here.  Mor¬ 
gan  wants  to  use  the  New  Physics  to  criticize  politics 
by  showing  that  everything  is  in  flux  and  that  what 
we  think  of  as  “elements”  or  “fundamentals,”  like 
electricity  or  the  atom,  are  themselves  constructs. 
Elsewhere  in  the  book  she  uses  this  critique  to  advan¬ 
tage.  But  here,  she  has  backed  herself  into  a  corner.  If 
there  is  anything  the  New  Physics  should  undermine, 
it  is  notions  of  an  essential  “atomic”  self  and  of  a 
sexual  energy.  That  isn’t  merely  amorphous  desire 
but,  rather,  has  “genuine”  and  “perverted”  forms. 
To  be  consistent,  Morgan  would  have  to  admit  that 
“feminist  sexuality”  is  no  more  “genuine”  than  any 
other  kind.  Of  course,  this  would  create  other  contra¬ 
dictions,  since  she  would  be  left  with  no  basis  for  her 
attack  on  sexual  minorities  except  “political  correct¬ 
ness.” 

Although  when  writing  theoretically  Morgan  is 
often  confused,  inconsistent,  nasty  and  practically 
unreadable,  there  are  some  wonderful,  daring,  and 
often  quite  funny  passages  in  The  Anatomy  of  Free¬ 
dom.  Most  of  them  occur  when  she  is  speaking  very 
personally— her  descriptions  of  the  struggles  in  her 
marriage  stand  out.  But  although  I  often  felt  moved, 
I  also  sometimes  felt  as  if  I  were  being  “disarmed,” 
my  defenses  skillfully  dismantled.  How  much  of  this 
“testimony”  is  true?  How  much  clever  Fiction? 

One  of  the  most  “disarming”  things  Morgan  does 
in  The  Anatomy  of  Freedom  is  write  her  own 
reviews.  She  is  worried  that  the  mainstream  press  will 
say: 

This  is  a  warble  of  science  and  fantasy  from  the 
women’s  libber  perspective.  Strange  and  embarass- 
ingly  confessional  personal  sections  are  juxtaposed  in 
a  totally  non-linear  mish-mash  next  to  economic 
analyses  and  flights  of  philosophical  meditation. 
There  are  some  moving  passages,  but  the  book  raises 
more  questions  than  it  answers.  (p.  325) 

Continued  on  Book  Review  page  8 
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“People  only  love  God  when  no  one  else  will  love  them.  ” 

— W.H.  Auden 

Like  most,  very  good,  impeccably  mannered 
Catholic  schoolboys,  I  was  courted,  briefly,  by 
a  priest,  a  high  school  headmaster  who  was 
also  a  near  relative.  To  this  day  I’m  not  sure  why  1 
was  dropped  so  abruptly,  but  1  suspect  it  had  some¬ 
thing  to  do  with  an  overnight  stay  in  a  Hagerstown, 
Maryland,  motel  en  route  to  the  shrine  of  the  Immac¬ 
ulate  Conception.  What  began  as  a  massage  may 
have  led  to  something  else.  1  can’t  remember.  I  may 
have  swooned. 

I  remember  asking  myself  for  a  long  time  after  1 
had  been  singled  out  whether  or  not  1  had  a  vocation 
(oh,  that  magical  word).  Like  Nicholas  Manion  in  A 
Catholic  Education,  I  expected  a  whisper  in  the  ear, 
an  ethereal  message  written  into  nature,  perhaps  even, 
a  genuine  minor  apparition.  But,  having  been  so  pre- 
cipitantly  dropped  by  my  priest-relative,  I  switched 
my  allegiance  to  the  good  nuns.  Barbra  Streisand,  as 
Fanny  Brice,  crooned,  “Would  a  convent  take  a  Jew¬ 
ish  girl?”  My  obstacle  was  more  formidable:  Could  a 
boychild  one  day  enter  the  domain  of  chaste  women? 
Only  a  technicality,  I  thought  at  twelve.  By  the  end  of 
high  school  I  had  come  to  my  senses.  I  was  disillu¬ 
sioned  with  the  good  sisters  and  disabused  of  my 
intention  to  join  their  sacred  ranks.  However,  I  still 
like  playing  nuns. 

Nicholas,  our  much  butcher  “hero,”  enters  the 
Jesuit  novitiate  directly  following  his  graduation 
from  the  local  Jesuit  high  school.  He  is  something  of 
a  disciple  of  Father  Lyon,  semi-jock  dean  of  disci¬ 
pline  at  St.  Paul’s  Catholic  High  School.  There  is 
much  to  dislike  in  this  embodiment  of  the  religious 
branch  of  the  patriarchy,  but  I  was  surprised  to  see 
him  accept  both  Nicholas’  decision  to  leave  the  novi¬ 
tiate  and  his  homosexuality.  The  word  itself  is  not 
uttered,  nor  does  it  rear  its  unwelcome  head  in  Nich¬ 
olas’  talk  with  his  mother.  Both  accept  his  choice,  the 
priest  calling  on  individual  conscience  as  guide  to 
avoid  the  Church’s  proscription  against  sodomites, 
while  Diana  Manion  sees  it  as  a  challenge  for  her 
superboy.  Should  we  blame  the  two  listeners  when 
Nicholas  himself  refuses  to  declare  himself  more 
bluntly?  Yes — and  no.  The  broad  understanding  is 
present,  but  the  specific  acceptance  of  a  viable  form 
of  sexuality  is  missing. 

Nicholas’  father,  Thomas,  a  poor  Catholic  boy 
who  made  good,  dies  before  his  son  accepts  his 
homosexuality.  Thus,  Nicholas  is  spared  this  critical 
confrontation.  He  speculates,  however: 

Would  his  father  have  understood?  It  violated  all 
his  training,  his  stern  code.  Would  he  have  flinched, 
condemned,  cast  his  son  aside  in  bitter  spite? 

His  mother  hadn’t.  Lyon  hadn’t. 

No,  of  course  Thomas  wouldn’t  have.  For  all  his 
flaws,  even  to  think  that  sadly  underestimated  his 
love.  “You’re  my  son,”  he  had  said  as  he  lay  dying. 
“That’s  everything.”  (p.  275) 

Nicholas  is  no  sissy,  mind  you — he  is  that  adored 
combination,  scholar  and  athlete — but  his  father  has 
little  use  for  “fruits.”  Nicholas  himself  is  very  paro¬ 
chial  in  whom  he  will  admit  to  the  very  closed  male 
club  that  circumscribes  his  life  and,  more  disturbing¬ 
ly,  permeates  this  novel.  Here  is  his  description  of 
one  of  the  judges  of  an  oratorical  contest  in  which  he 
competes: 

Both  Miss  Peters  and  Patter  had  been  introduced 
beforehand,  along  with  the  flibbertigibbet  who  now 
sat  between  them,  his  upper  body  gallivanting.  Dr. 
Ebeneezer  Cheviot,  Professor  (Emeritus)  of  Elocu¬ 
tion  at  Trinity  College,  had  a  crest  of  orangey  hair. 

His  fine-boned  hands,  fingers  like  tapers,  fluttered 
before  his  pince-nez,  then  flew  to  the  martini  glass 
that  he  cradled  protectively,  like  a  chalice.  Nicholas 
had  heard  him  order  several  refills  already,  in  a  prissy 
litany:  “Tanqueray  martini,  straight  up,  no  fruit.” 

(P-  89) 

The  professor  turns  out  to  be  a  bigoted  shit,  but 
later  in  the  novel  when  Nicholas  is  looking  to  every¬ 
one  for  understanding  of  his  sexuality,  I  very  much 
kept  in  mind  and  resented  his  typically  male  descrip¬ 
tion  of  an  aging  queen,  who  is,  of  course,  alcoholic. 

There  is  a  conspiracy  of  men  in  this  novel  which  is 
frightening,  most  obviously  because  it  excludes 
women  and  their  needs,  but  even  more  disturbingly 
because  it  is  nonsexual.  Thomas  Manion  sets  his  wife 
aside  (though  the  marriage  vow  is  honored  and  pre¬ 
served)  after  she  gives  him  a  son.  The  classrooms  of 
the  Jesuit  high  school  resound  with  warnings  against 
concupiscence.  Father  Kane,  master  of  novices  at  the 
seminary,  is  being  consumed  by  sexual  frustration: 


His  hands  were  clasped  in  that  familiar,  prim  grip. 

It  made  him  seem  vulnerable  now.  He  just  didn’t 

know  where  to  put  them,  Nicholas  realized. 

(P-  255) 

This  same  spiritual  guide  through  this  Jesuit  inferno 
suggests  to  a  very  confused  Nicholas  the  words  of 
Augustine,  “Love  God  and  do  what  you  will” — a 
shockingly  Protestant  piece  of  advice  coming  from  a 
man  enforcing  a  Jesuit  code  which  exalts  the  very 
opposite,  to  serve  God  and  bend  your  will  to  the 
Order.  The  good  Father’s  humanity  got  the  better  of 
him,  for  once. 

Nicholas’  father  is  a  grandstander:  big  in  gesture, 
fond  of  audiences  rather  than  chats  with  his  son,  a 
man  who  holds  court  in  his  home.  He  controls  and 
manipulates,  and  he  never  is  at  ease.  Alienated  by  his 
differentness  and  unremitting  seriousness,  riddled 
with  doubt  over  his  religious  vocation,  Nicholas  mis¬ 
takes  his  father’s  obsession  with  him  for  love. 
Thomas’  thoughts  are  only  of  his  grand  design:  to 
show  those  damn  WASPs  that  a  Catholic  can  make 
it.  So,  it’s  on  to  Harvard  for  sonny  boy.  Or  so  it 
seems  until  Nicholas  announces  his  plan  to  enter  the 
seminary.  His  father  is  not  amused— out  the  window 
with  the  family  insurance  company  dynasty— and  his 
mother  tries  to  bribe  him  with  her  private  money 
reserve. 

Thomas’  vision  is  disturbed,  but  is  made  to  accom¬ 
modate  the  Society  of  Jesus.  (He  probably  decided 
Jesuits  are  very  good  businessmen.)  There  is  nothing 
in  the  book  or  in  Thomas’  character  to  lead  Nicholas 
to  assume  his  father  would  have  accepted  his  gay¬ 
ness.  Manly  virtue,  a  la  Carlyle,  was  Thomas’  ideal. 
A  “fruit”  is  a  non-man. 

Understandably,  but  disappointingly,  Nicholas 
unquestioningly  accepts  his  father’s  adulation  while 
silently  witnessing  Thomas  Manion’s  studied  indif¬ 
ference  toward  his  wife.  Nicholas  has  unwittingly 
conspired  with  his  father  against  his  mother.  In  the 
next-to-last  chapter  of  the  novel  Diana  Manion 
emerges  out  of  her  self-denial  and  propriety,  and  she 
is  a  painfully  familiar  figure:  the  wife  as  martyr.  She 
stubbornly  honors  a  vow  void  of  substance  and  lives 
an  elegant  and  charming  non-existence.  When  her 
son  asks  her  why,  how  she  could  stay  with  his  father, 


she  replies: 

“Nicholas,  for  all  your  brilliance,  you  know  so 
little.  Whoever  said  we  have  a  guarantee?  Whoever 
promised  us  we’d  have  what  we  wanted,  simply 
because  we  needed  it  too  much?  (p.  270) 

I  grew  up  too  close  to  such  specious  compromise  to 
have  any  use  for  it  at  all. 

The  final  chapters  of  A  Catholic  Education,  chief¬ 
ly  through  dialogue,  stand  far  above  the  rest  of  the 
novel  both  in  style  and  substance.  They  are  honest 
and  unsparing.  On  the  whole  Robert  Benard  handles 
dialogue  well,  but  he  gets  lost  in  more  reflective 
prose.  On  page  18  we  are  told: 

On  weekends  his  father  made  him  pore  over  the 
vast  Oxford  English  Dictionary,  making  lists  of 
words  in  his  looseleaf  notebook,  to  be  worked  in, 
somehow,  to  his  English  Comp  themes. 

Unfortunately,  the  author  is  still  trying  to  work  those 
unwieldy  words  into  his  novel — somehow. 

Sexuality  is  a  measure  of  our  humanity:  the  animal 
tamed  by  consent.  It  is  different  from  love,  and  at 
war  with  romance.  One  thing  it  is  assuredly  not — 
divine.  Nicholas,  describing  his  first  fulfilling  sexual 
encounter: 

. .  .He  could  feel  Scott  tense.  Nicholas  looked  up 
into  the  gray  eyes,  now  full  of  amazed  warmth,  and 
felt  him  relax.  Nicholas  stared,  running  his  fingers 
through  Scott’s  black  hair,  browsing  in  wonder  over 
his  skin,  tracing  with  trembling  fingers  his  sharp 
cheekbones.  He  leaned  toward  him,  searching  for 
but  finding  no  surprise.  Scott  moved  forward  to  join 
their  kiss.  Tenderly  at  first,  then  fiercely,  Nicholas 
pressed  himself  to  Scott,  who  did  not  flinch.  He  car¬ 
essed  him  as  he  lifted  the  covers  back.  It  was  apoca¬ 
lyptic.  Nicholas  felt,  as  never  before,  the  presence  of 
God.  (p.  247) 

This  is  not  the  least  problem  with  a  book  that  suffers 
from  too  little  invention  and,  I  suspect,  too  much 
recall.  All  practicing  and  lapsed  Catholic  best  little 
boys  will  find  this  book  all  too  familiar,  but  should 
read  it  nonetheless. 
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“Freedom” 

Continued  from  Book  Review  page  6 

And,  along  with  her  fear  that  she  will  be  attacked  by 
physicists  as  a  “general  reader  of  a  few  books”  who 
has  a  lot  of  nerve  writing  about  the  mysteries  of  phys¬ 
ics,  it  “makes  [her]  palms  sweat”  to  think  of  the  way 
some  feminists  will  react: 

We’re  not  quite  sure  what  happened  to  our  sister  in 
this  book,  but  it’s  rather  peculiar.  When  Morgan  is 
being  politically  factual,  exposing  the  patriarchy  with 
statistics,  suggesting  specific  tactical  approaches,  or 
giving  vent  to  our  pain  and  rage,  the  book  is  useful — 
especially  in  these  depressing  days  of  the  Right  Wing. 

It’s  even  important  that  she  urges  women  to  become 
informed  about  technology  (although  at  times  she 
seems  a  bit  male-identified  on  this  point).  But  what 
can  we  say  about  these  poetic  flights  of  fancy,  this 
flat-out  challenge  to  separatism,  this  retrograde  barf 
about  marriage,  this  bizarre  affirmation  of  men  as 
well  as  women  (though  she  does  at  least  attack  the 
image  of  “Man”),  and  all  this  stuff  about  Einstein? 

(pp.  325-6,  emphasis  hers) 

Well,  I’m  a  sucker  for  confessions  and  always  im¬ 
pressed  by  the  “experimental”  structures  I  never 
dare  use.  1  like  the  book  best  when  it’s  raising  ques¬ 
tions  rather  than  telling  us  what  all  feminists  think. 
As  a  woman  with  a  high  level  of  “tech  anxiety”  who 
never  even  took  physics  in  high  school,  I’m  grateful 
to  Morgan  for  a  long  and  illuminating  discussion  of 
physics  and  technology  which  seemed  carefully 
designed  for  women  just  like  me.  And  I’m  in  com¬ 
plete  agreement  with  her  “challenge”  to  separatism, 
her  feelings  about  long-term  commitment,  and  her 
insistence  that  men  can  be  powerful  and  committed 
allies. 

It’s  just  too  bad  she  didn’t  think  to  write  this 
review. 


Accounting 

Continued  from  Book  Review  page  4 

ity.  Opening  the  section  with  “Mnemonic  Devices: 
Brooklyn  Botanic  Gardens,  1981,”  she  uses  the 
imagery  of  a  garden  to  begin  a  section  where  she  uses 
individual  flowers  and  plants  to  describe  human 
struggles.  From  “Lithops”: 

. . .even  rocks 
in  the  end  are  broken  down 
to  formless  dust. 
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. .  .that  every  life 

has  its  secret  longings. . . 

that  one  day  must  flower. 

The  heart  and  soul  of  this  book  is  contained  in  the 
prose  poetry  of  her  last  section,  “Inhospitable  Soil.” 
In  moving  poetic  sequence,  she  takes  the  reader  on  a 
journey  through  autobiographical-like  first  person 
accounts  of  life  lived  as  other.  In  “Glimpses  of  the 
Outside,”  we  are  taken  into  a  small  town  of  white 
America  where  one  tours  the  sterile,  narrowminded¬ 
ness  of  the  white  people  who  have  built  their  com¬ 
munity  making  Jews  and  people  of  color  outsiders. 
Through  the  use  of  daily  experiences  retold  in  prose 
poems,  Irena  Klepfisz  captures  the  realities  of  life 
there: 

...that  these  people  who  distrust  strangers 
were  once  strangers  themselves  that  the  sign 
“Indian  Massacre  Road”... is  but  a  barely  notice¬ 
able  vestige  of  one  history  forgotten  and  unattended. 

As  we  move  in  more  to  this  last  section,  Irena 
brings  us  closer  to  her  own  life  and  experiences  as  a 
Jew.  “A  Visit”  sequence  brackets  themes  of  passing, 
separation,  and  survival,  which  take  place  in  Poland 
during  Nazi  occupation.  The  poems  thread  together 
her  relationship  with  her  mother  and  the  early  awak¬ 
ening  of  a  child  born  into  a  most  oppressive  con¬ 
dition. 

The  story  of  Elza  is  contained  in  “2.  Chicago,  1964: 
I  am  walking  home  alone  at  midnight,”  of  the 
Bashert  Poems  (bashert  is  a  yiddish  word  meaning 
inevitable).  Elza,  when  she  was  a  child,  was  told  by 
her  parents  during  the  Holocaust  never  to  admit  to 
being  a  Jew.  She  clings  desperately  to  this  lack  of 
identity,  this  denial  of  connection.  Later  she  is  adopt¬ 
ed  and  grows  up  with  all  the  advantages  typical  to  a 
middle  class  life.  But  signs  of  distress,  of  disarray 
appear,  finally  culminating  in  her  suicide  at  twenty- 
five  years  of  age.  Upon  her  death  author  Irene  Klep¬ 
fisz  recalls  a  story  of  passing  that  Elza  told  her.  She 
had  been  accused  of  being  Jewish  in  a  store,  despite 
her  blue  eyes.  In  this  prose  poem,  Irena  transcends 
herself  as  an  individual  and  intertwines  her  life  with 
Elza’s.  Through  the  use  of  short  story  passages,  the 
poems  connect  us  to  the  rampant  anti-Semitism  and 
its  devastating  effect  on  Jews. 

Her  narrative  style  works  well  in  “Inhospitable 
Soil.”  She  is  able  to  use  this  poetic  form  to  bring 


clear  themes  through  to  the  reader.  Irena  Klepfisz’ 
ability  to  move  back  and  forth  in  time  further  cap¬ 
tures  how  the  past  molds  and  shapes  the  present 
when  the  basic  structure  of  our  society  remains  the 
same  as  that  which  produced  atrocities  of  the  past. 

In  the  section,  “3.  Brooklyn,  1971:  I  am  almost 
equidistant  from  two  continents,”  of  the  Bashert 
Poems,  she  uses  the  time  metaphor  of  life  in  Europe 
versus  life  in  America.  In  this  movement  the  reader  is 
shown  her  feelings  of  connection  and  comfort  to  peo¬ 
ple  of  color.  Told  in  the  first  person,  she  brings  us 
close  to  the  invisible  legacy  in  America  of  the  spirit¬ 
ual  and  emotional  connections  many  Jews  have 
known  with  people  of  color. 

In  “Cherry  Plain,  1981:  I  have  become  a  keeper  of 
accounts,”  we  have  Irena  Klepfisz  at  her  best.  Pull¬ 
ing  in  all  of  the  pain  and  betrayal  Jewish  people  have 
known  from  gentile  countries,  she  graphs  the  history 
of  her  people  and  states  a  declaration  of  connection 
and  pride: 

. . .  Like  these,  my  despised  ancestors 
I  have  become  a  keeper  of  accounts. 

I  do  not  shun  this  legacy.  I  claim  it  as  mine  whenever 
I  see  the  photograhps  of  nameless  people.  Standing 
staring  off  the  edge  of  the  picture.  People  dressed  in 
coats  lined  with  fur.  Or  ragged  at  elbows  and  collar. . . 

The  entire  book  flows  from  one  section  into  the 
next.  Though  different  in  poetic  style,  her  use  ol 
imagery  and  metaphors  remain  the  same.  Her  meta¬ 
phors  are  simple,  of  the  natural  earth  variety: 
flowers,  rocks,  plants,  continents,  volcanoes. 
Through  her  use  of  them  we  are  brought  into  the 
arena  of  longing,  hope,  and  growth.  In  Keeper  of 
Accounts  we  are  reminded  of  our  connections  to  ani¬ 
mals,  to  the  earth,  to  the  changing  of  the  seasons  and 
the  motion  of  nature.  Through  everyday  experience 
we  are  taken  into  the  context  of  the  world  at  large:  in 
all  its  dreams  and  possibilities,  to  all  its  despair  and 
agony. 

Reading  Irena  Klepfisz  poetry  is  also  an  experience 
in  exploring  the  fusion  of  being  Jewish  and  being 
wommin-identified.  Her  poetry  strips  bare  our  soci¬ 
ety  and  leaves  readers  in  want  for  drastic  social 
change.  Her  poetry  captures  each  part  of  Irena  and 
leaves  us  with  the  imprint  of  a  wommin  who  has 
refused  to  absorb  the  pervasive  influence  of  sexism 
and  anti-Semitism  in  her  life. 
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Lianna 

Love  and  Learn 


Ruth  and  Lianna  in  Lianna's 

Lianna 

Directed,  Written  and  Edited  by 
John  Salyles. 

Produced  by  Maggie  Renzi  and 
Jeffrey  Nelson.  With  Linda 
Griffiths  and  Jane  Hallaren. 

At  the  Nickelodeon  Cinema 
Boston 

By  Cindy  Rizzo 

In  a  film  year  when  the  -biggest 
hit  Hollywood  can  offer  is  a  por¬ 
trait  of  a  man  dressed  as  a  woman 
and  its  accompanying  tired  story 
line  where  his  girlfriend  thinks  he 
(when  he’s  a  she)  is  a  lesbian  and 
the  man  who  is  interested  in  him 
(when  he’s  a  she)  thinks  he’s  gay, 
we  can  all  offer  undying  gratitude 
to  John  Sayles  for  Lianna. 

I  first  saw  Lianna  last  spring  at  a 
special  preview.  My  expectations  of 
what  a  straight  male  filmmaker 
could  do  with  a  lesbian  theme  were  _ 
mixed.  After  all  I  had  seen  Return 
of  the  Secaucus  Seven,  Sayles  last 
major  film,  and  had  enjoyed  his 
story  about  a  group  of  children  of 
the  ’60s  reconciling  their  lives  in  the 
’70s.  In  some  ways  that  film  re¬ 
minded  me  of  my  own  reunion  with 
college  friends,  with  all  of  the  usual 
couplings,  revelations,  remem¬ 
brances  and  late  night  discussions. 
Sayles’  newest  film,  centering 
around  the  as  yet  unseen  member 
of  the  Secaucus  Seven  generation, 
who  comes  out  after  marriage  and 
children,  is  most  certainly  the  best 


first  visit  to  a  gay  bar. 

feature  length,  non-documentary 
film  that  has  dealt  with  the  subject 
of  lesbianism. 

Lianna  is  a  young  faculty  wife 
who  had  left  college  to  help  her  hus¬ 
band  with  his  career  as  a  film 
studies  professor.  The  story  is 
based  at  a  small  town  college  in 
New  Jersey.  Hubby  is  a  posturing 
male,  desperate  for  a  promotion  in 
his  department  and  determined  to 
show  the  correct  family  image:  obe¬ 
dient  wife,  two  cute  kids,  and  a 
double  standard  husband  who  free¬ 
ly  sleeps  with  his  best  female  stu¬ 
dents.  The  marriage  has  always 
been  rocky,  and  during  one  of  these 
rocky  periods,  while  husband 
Dicky  is  away,  Lianna  becomes  in¬ 
volved  with  Ruth,  her  night  school 
professor.  The  bulk  of  the  movie 


concentrates  on  Lianna’s  coming 
out,  or  the  coming  out  of  a  lesbian 
mother. 

There  are  certain  small  touches 
here  that  form  a  perfect  collage  of 
coming  out  scenes.  Lianna  at  the 
card  catalogue  of  a  library  looking 
up  “lesbian”  (it’s  a  cliche,  but 
we’ve  all  done  it);  the  first  one  night 
stand  to  make  sure  that  you  love 
women  and  not  just  one  woman; 
cruising  the  street  and  smiling  at 
each  woman  who  walks  by;  the  first 
night  in  a  gay  bar  when  you’re 
afraid  you’ll  be  seen;  and  all  the  dif¬ 
ficult  and  painful  face-to-face  com¬ 
ings  out  that  we  go  through  the  rest 
of  our  lives. 

The  audience  is  constantly  re¬ 
minded  tht  the  realization  of  one’s 
lesbianism  is  more  than  a  purely 
personal  experience.  There  are 
endless  social  consequences.  In  her 
exuberance  after  the  first  few  nights 
with  Ruth,  Lianna  is  still  running 
on  heterosexual  time.  She  mis¬ 
takenly  blurts  out  her  new  discov¬ 
ery  to  Dick  who  has  been  looking 
for  a  way  out  of  the  marriage  and  a 
way  to  blame  Lianna  for  its 
destruction.  He  seizes  the  upper 
hand  and  loosens  his  grip  only 
slightly  toward  the  end.  Straight 
critics  will  probably  be  upset  that 
Dick  is  “portrayed  so  negatively.” 
But  as  someone  who  deals  with  les¬ 
bian  mothers  involved  in  divorce 
proceedings,  I  know  that  what 
husbands  do  in  reality  make  Dick 
look  like  the  Angel  of  Mercy  in  this 
film.  Once  it  is  discovered  that  the 
mother  is  queer,  every  ugly  threat 
and  manipulation  tactic  is  hauled 
out  in  front  of  her. 


The  relationship  with  Ruth  is 
handled  very  realistically.  Again, 
Lianna  must  learn  that  you  do  not 
walk  hand  in  hand  with  your  les¬ 
bian  lover  on  a  college  campus 
where  she  teaches  child  psychology. 
These  lessons  about  discretion  in 
public  or  ill-timed  coming  out 
revelations  are  difficult  and  disap¬ 
pointing  ones.  In  one  scene  Lianna 
tries  to  cope  creatively.  She  and 
Ruth  are  swimming  at  a  public  in- 


“I’m  kissing  you;  my  lips  are  on  the 
back  of  your  neck.”),  much  like  the 
gay  male  prisoners  in  Bent.  This 
and  all  of  the  love/sex  scenes  are 
beautiful  and  touching. 

But  Ruth  is  not  the  forever  after 
lover.  She  must  cope  with  her  feel¬ 
ings  for  Lianna  and  with  those  for  a 
long  term  lover  back  home  (her 
New  Jersey  teaching  assignment  is 
only  temporary).  And  Lianna  must 
cope  with  Ruth’s  choice. 


MM  A 


Poolside  fantasies:  Lianna,  left,  (Linda  Griffiths)  and  lover  Ruth  (Jane 
Hallaren). 


door  pool.  She  says  to  Ruth,  “1 
want  to  kiss  you.”  “Can’t  here,  it’s 
part  of  the  package,”  is  the  reply. 
So  Lianna  begins  an  imaginary  love 
making  scene  in  a  dialog  with  Ruth 


Continued  on  page  8 
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TAX  PREPARATION 
AND  PLANNING 

FINANCIAL  COUNSELING 


1 


tri-an-ta-fil-lou \,  tre-an-to-’fe-luXw  1:  attorney  at  law 
2:  traditional  lawyering  for  the  non-traditional  family 
3:  DIVORCE,  CONTRACTS,  WILLS,  REAL  ESTATE, 
BUSINESS  PROBLEMS,  PERSONAL  INJURY,  WORKER’S 
COMPENSATION,  MEDIATION,  NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATIONS,  TAXES,  CRIMINAL  &  CIVIL  LITIGATION, 
syn  see  katherine  triantafillou,  14  beacon  street, 
boston,  massachusetts,  02108,  (617)  723-6327 


TILE 


CARPET 


J  &  D  FLOORING  CO. 

SALES  -  INSTALLATIONS 


LINOLEUM 


(617)  825-5340 


subscribe  to 

GCN 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 

Best  Auto  Mechanic 


J&S  Automotive 

277  Northampton  Street 

Boston 

It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage, 
but  there  are  all  these  weird  little 
things  about  it.  Reggae  music  is 
blasting  away,  signs  for  political  and 
union  meetings  are  taped  up,  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and 
sometimes  it’s  hard  to  find  anyone  in 
charge.  J&S  has  been  Boston’s  hip- 
pest  garage  for  years  and  years  and 


for  the  last  few  years,  it’s  also  been 
the  best.  Even  when  they  didn’t  know 
how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up.  So, 
over  the  years,  they  kept  learning  new 
makes  and  new  techniques,  and  now 
can  repair  about  anything.  Their 
speciality  is  still  the  prepollution 
equipment  on  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics  of 
reliability.  But  they’re  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on 
the  antique  vehicles  for  the  movie 
‘  The  Brinks  Job." 


(Reprinted  from  Real  Paper.  “ Best  of  Boston, "  Fall,  1980) 

BODY  WORK  TOO 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE,  277  Northampton  St. 

One  Block  From  Mass.  Ave  Busline  267-0300 


CHURCH  OF  THE  COVENANT 

United  Presbyterian  •  United  Church  of  Christ 

Sundays  9:45  A.M.  Children’s  Church  School 
11:00  A.M.  Morning  Worship 

(child  care  provided) 

12:30  P.M.  Adult  Education  Program 
Wednesdays  8:00-8:20  A.M.  Morning  Worship 
Ash  Wednesday  services  at  8:00  A.M.-noon-7:30  P.M. 

67  NEWBURY  STREET  BOSTON  266-7480 

(comer  of  Newbury  &  Berkeley) 


PARTNERS 

THE  GAY  DATING  SERVICE 


A  DISCREET  AND  PER¬ 
SONALIZED  ALTERNATIVE  TO 
THE  ESTABLISHED  GAY 
SCENE.  IF  YOU  WISH  TO  MEET 
OTHER  LIKE-MINDED  GAY 
MEN  AND  WOMEN  SEND 
$1.00  (POSTAGE  AND  HAND¬ 
LING)  !  FOR  APPLICATION  TO: 


PARTNERS,  DIV.OF  RMI 

SUITE  400,  437  BOYLSTON  ST. 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 


RESTAURANT  MOUNIR 


Featuring  homemade  Arabic  &  American 
dishes  meticulously  prepared  to  please  any 
palate. 

Lunches  Dinners 

170  Tremont  St.  Boston,  MA 
(617)  423-2527 

Adjacent  Little  Jack  Horner's  Joke  Shop 


MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

8  RICHARD  AVE. 
CAMBRIDGE,  MA  02140 
492-4234 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 

Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  St. 
at  Boston  Park  Plaza 
Weekdays  9-6 
Saturday  10-2:30 


One  Week  Cruises 
From  $425.00  plus  air 

West  Indies  _ 3/8 

Bahamas _ 5/31 

British  Virgins  7/5 


DAVID  L. 

COLLINS.  C.L.Ue 

Insurance 

for  all  your  needs 

45  Williams  Street 

Orleons  Shopping  Plaza 

Wellesley.  Mass.  02181 

E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 

235-8500 

255-2600 

Call  Toll 

Free  1-800-352-3185 

Bargain  European 
One  and  Two 
Week  Charter  Pro- 
grams  Now 
Available 

Stop  in  for  Free  Color 
Catalogue 

Just  in:  1983  Man 
Around  of  London 
catalogues. 


LONDON  ON  SALE 

Roundtrip  Air  $449.00 

Good  Hotels  from  $12.ppdo 


ALL  AIRLINES 
LOWEST  PRICES 
NO  SERVICE  CHG. 

SERVING  THE  BOSTON 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1964 


Boston's  Friendliest  and 
Economy  Minded  Agency 


o  t  tjb' 
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FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon-Thurs.  9am-9pm  Friday  9am-6pm  Sat.  9am-5pm 
Wed  6:30-8pm  Walk  in  VD  Testins  &  Treatment 

Services  Include 

•  Specialty  care  includes  minor  surgery,  dermatology,  infectious  diseases, 
gynecology,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  and 
psychiatry 

•  Board  certified  gay  and  lesbian  physicians  and  nurse  practitioners  available 

COMPLETELY„RENOVATED  FACILITIES 

•  Barrier  free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On  Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis  &  treatment  of  sexually 
transmitted  disreases 

1 2  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 
375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


behavior 
associates 
of  boston 


Serving  the  Community 

•  Weight  Control  •  Sociai  Skills  Training 

•  Anxiety  Reduction  •  Phobias 

•  Depression  •  Hypnosis 

•  Assertiveness  Training  •  Counseling 

•  Gay  and  Lesbian  Couples  Counseling 

For  a  consultation  with  one  of  our  licensed 
psychologists,  social  workers  or  career  counselors, 
call  262-9116 

45  NEWBURY  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 


Ward,  Rizzo  &  Lund 

Attorneys  at  law 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 

partnerships/corporations 


For  Women 
Toward  WHOLENESS 
A  Group  for  Personal  and 
Spiritual  Growth 
Psychosynthesis  Meditation 
Womancraft  March  8-April  26 
Tuesdays  7-9:30pm 


Holly  Bishop,  M.Ed. 
Jamaica  Plain  522-7620 


LAWRENCE  D.  FARRELL 
LICENSED  THERAPIST 

Individual  and 
Relationship  Issues 
Special  Interest  and 
Experience 
Working  With 
Black  Men  and  Women 

482-0557  By  Appointment 
Insurance  Accepted 


CHARLES  H.  RYBECK,  D.C. 

CHIROPRACTIC  PHYSICIAN 

Announces 
the  opening  of 
his  office 

at 

329  WICKENDEN  ST. 
PROVIDENCE,  RHODE  ISLAND  02903 
(403)  831-5600 

Dr.  Edward  Cohen 


proudly  announces  the  opening  of 

Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 

at  1  330  Beacon  St., 
corner  of  Harvard  St. 

Promoting  Optimum  Health 
Through  Chiropractic  Care" 

Introduction  to  Chiropractic  Health  talk 
Every  Tuesday  at  7:30  P.M.  — 

Call  for  seating. 

FREE  CONSULTATIONS 
734-7744 


- \ 

Dr.  Scott  E.  Borrelli 

Licensed  Clinical  Psychologist 
2  Park  Sq.,  Boston 
339  Salem  St.(  Wakefield 

Individual  Psychotherapy 
Stress  Management  Couples  Counseling 
Anxiety  Relief  Depression 


FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 


Health  Insurance  Accepted 

246-3275 


y 


healthy  teeth  . . . 

they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DOS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


David  Bellville 

AND  ASSOCIATES 

mmrnmmmmmm&mmmammm&i 

career  counseling 
assertiveness  training 
therapy  for  individuals 
couples,  groups 

Copley  Sq.  (617)739-7803 


You  can  get  the  Hepatitis  B  vaccine  and  more  information  in  Boston  through  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center  (267-7573),  Harvard  Community  Health  (661-5400)  or  by  calling  the  Department  of 
Public  Health  (727-2700).  In  other  areas,  call  your  local  Department  of  Public  Health. 


John  Sayles 

Continued  from  page  6 

of  these  films  around  to  reflect  the 

diversity  of  the  lesbian  community. 

“I  wish  there  were,”  replies 
Sayles,  “it  would  take  the  pressure 
off  of  this  one.” 

John  Sayles  freely  admits  that 
Lianna  is  a  gay  film.  His  honesty 
and  reasoning  are  refreshing  given 
the  fact  that  filmmakers  involved 
in  Persona!  Best  refused  to  come 
to  the  same  conclusion. 

“I  say  ‘this  is  a  gay  film’  because 
I  don’t  like  the  attitude  of  saying 
that  it’s  not.  I  want  to  be  fairly 
direct  in  saying  what  the  film  is 
about— it’s  a  gay  film,  a  film  about 
divorce,  about  growing  up.” 

Sayles’  next  film,  Baby  It’s  You , 
centers  around  a  1960s  high  school 
romance  set  in  Trenton,  New 
Jersey.  The  characters  are  a  Jewish 
doctor’s  daughter  on  her  way  to 
Sarah  Lawrence  College  and  an 
Italian  garbage  man’s  son,  whose 
dream  is  to  join  Frank  Sinatra’s 
“rat  pack.” 

A  class  conflict  where  love  con¬ 
quers  all?  We’ll  just  have  to  wait 
and  see. 

I  found  John  Sayles  to  be  an 
honest,  sensitive  and  politically 
aware  man.  He  was  the  antithesis 
of  Jerry,  the  character  he  portrays 
in  Lianna.  In  fact,  the  first  thing 
you  notice  about  Sayles  is  that  he 
has  shed  Jerry’s  handlebar 
moustache. 

When  asked  about  it,  he  says,  “I 
got  rid  of  it  as  soon  as  1  went  off 
camera.” 

Well,  Jerry  absolutely  had  to 
have  that  moustache. 

“Yeah,”  replies  Sayles,  “he’s 
just  that  kind  of  guy.” 

Lianna 

Continued  from  page  7 

There  are  other  wonderful  things 
in  this  film.  John  Sayles  himself 
plays  the  role  of  Jerry,  a  film  pro¬ 
fessor  on  the  make  for  Lianna,  who 
descends  upon  her  as,  soon  as,  her 
separation  from  Dick  is  public.  He 
is  an  amusing  character  who  is 
redeemed  in  the  end.  When  he  finds 
out  the  reason  why  Lianna  and 
Dick  have  split  he  says,  “These 
things  don’t  bother  me.  I’m  from 
California.” 

All  of  the  actors  do  a  fine  job. 
Lianna’s  children,  13  year  old 
Spencer  and  7  year  old  Theda,  are 
j  cute  and  charming,  but  just  a  tad 
more  realistic  than  the  usual  Holly¬ 
wood  kid.  The  confused  and  hurt 
faces  of  the  children  when  Lianna 
explains  that  she  must  leave  the 
house  to  think  things  through  by 
herself  and  when  Lianna  and  Dick 
constantly  interrupt  each  other  to 
explain  Lianna’s  visitation  schedule 
will  remind  every  lesbian  mother  of 
those  painful  moments  with  their 
own  children.  Unfortunately,  while 
the  kids  are  fairly  prominent  during 
the  first  half  of  the  film,  their  on¬ 
screen  presence  tapers  off  during 
the  second  half.  You  wonder  how  it 
all  works  out  with  them. 

Sandy,  Lianna’s  straight  female 
friend  who  is  freaked  out  and  be¬ 
wildered  by  Lianna’s  coming  out,  is 
slowly  brought  along  and  plays  a 
key  role  in  the  final  scene  where 
Lianna  is  distraught  over  Ruth  and 
really  needs  a  friend.  Sandy  casts 
aside  her  apprehensions,  puts  her 
arms  around  Lianna  and  comforts 
her  —  in  a  public  park.  Sayles 
shows  his  staight  audience  that  they 
have  as  much  to  learn  and  gain 
from  a  friend’s  coming  out  as  does 
the  newly  realized  lesbian  or  gay 
man. 

Lianna  is  an  oasis  in  a  desert  of 
films  about  our  lives.  It’s  a  movie 
we  always  hoped  they’d  make.  Go 
and  see  it. 


Have  a  Question? 
LESBIAN  AND  GAY 
HOTLINE 

6pm-Midnight,  Mon-Eri 
426-9371 


,  Febuarvl5|f 
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Tuesday 


|  Join  in  the  gay  festivities  from  around  the 


world,  via  live  satellite  hook-up  in  13 T 
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Dance  the  night  away  with  music  of  D. J.  Steve  Strick 


at  9s 00,  Remember- all  drinks  2 fori  every  Hiesday, Spit’s  gay  night  1 
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S'UMK  MC 


Allegra  Productions  Presents: 


SWEET  HONEY  IN  THE  ROCK 

Saturday,  February  26  at  8:00  p.m. 

The  Strand  Theatre,  Dorchester 


Tickets:  $9  regular, 

jfl  1  contributing,  $13  supporting 

$5  under  16,  over  60 

Limited  work  exchange  for 

low-income:  call  547-1378  for  details 


T 


Childcare  reservation  only: 
call  547- 1 378  by  Feb.  22 
Sign  language  interpreted 
by  Shirley  Childress 
Johnson 

Wheelchair  accessible 


Refreshments  and  rattle  ot  women 
prisoners  crafts  by  Aid  to  Incarcer¬ 
ated  Mothers. 


Tickets  available  from:  Red  Book,  Glad  Day,  Out  of  Town,  Concert  Charge,  and 
mail  order:  send  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  to  Allegra  Productions 
267  Allston  St,,  Cambridge,  MA  02139. 

For  more  information,  call  547-1378. 


Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock  appear  Sunday,  February  27th  at  2:00pm  in  Northampton. 

For  more  information,  call  (413)  584-2637. 
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MARGIE  ADAM  IN  CONCERT 

WELLESLEY  COLLEGE 
FEB.  19,  8:00  pm 

TICKETS  AVAILABLE  AT  TICKETRON  -  $6. 
AT  DOOR  $5. 


CREATIVITY  WORKSHOP  BY  MARGIE  ADAM 
OAKWOODS  AT  WELLESLEY  COLLEGE,  2  pm 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL:  235-0320  x2670 


address  _ _ _ _ 

city - -  state _ zip _ 

□  New  □  Renewal  Please  pay  by  check  if  possible 

Mail  wltn  payment  to: 

167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.  Boston,  MA  02111 

□  I  am  donating  $ towards  a  free  subscription  for  a 

prisoner 

□  This  is  a  gift  subscription.  Please  send  giftcard. 

Where  did  you  hear  about  GCN  _ _ _ 

GCN  is  available  on  microfilm 

□  $22  volume  tfndiv.)  □  $28  (Inst.) 

□  $160  complete  set  of  vols.  1-7 
All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make 
check  or  money  order  payable  to  “GCN”.  Do  NOT  send 
cash  through  the  mall.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential, 
and  is  never  soW  or  used  except  for  mailing  GCN. 


Mass  Bay 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
25  Huntington  Avenue,  Boston 

WELCOMES 

DAVID  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Ed.D(c.) 

TO  THE  CLINICAL  STAFF 

FOCUSING  ON  GAY  COUPLES, 
INDIVIDUALS.  AND  ADDICTIVE  PROBLEMS 

COPLEY  SQ.  353-0225 


Saxe 

Continued  from  page  1 
tions  people  getting  to  implement  a 
lot  of  reactionary  ideas,  practices, 
procedures  —  the  effect  was  to 
erode  a  lot  of  good  programs.  The 
computer  program  was  not  the  only 
thing  that  was  lost.  The  changes  in 
rules  have  virtually  destroyed 
women’s  ability  to  get  an  educa¬ 
tion,  to  do  hobbies  and  pursue 
avocations,  and  to  maintain  com¬ 
munity  contacts.  It  is  now  harder 
for  other  groups  and  programs  to 
get  in  to  the  prison.  That  was  the 
hidden  agenda  behind  the  raid  and 
they  have  pretty  much  gotten  away 
with  that.” 

When  asked  how  she  felt  about 
the  charges  being  dropped,  Saxe 
told  GCN,  “I  knew  eventually  that 
the  charges  would  either  be  drop¬ 
ped  or  that  by  the  time  we  got  the 
documentation  we  would  be  able  to 
disprove  their  allegations  in 
court.  .  .  .  Realistically  speaking, 
this  is  the  closest  we  could  hope  to 
come  to  total  vindication.  We 
couldn’t  realistically  expect  that  the 
state  was  going  to  turn  over 
documentation  that  would  give  us 
proof  positive  of  everything  from 
the  falsity  of  the  charges  to  the  fact 
that  they  knew  they  were  false  all 
along.  They  were  not  going  to  go 
through  with  a  trial  that  was  going 
to  make  fools  of  them.  1  think  if 
there  had  been  a  trial  and  all  this 
stuff  got  dragged  out  in  the  open 
there  would  have  been  more 
publicity.  1  think  they  thought 
about  that  and  realized  that  the  best 
thing  to  do  would  be  to  stonewall 
and  let  the  case  be  dismissed. 

“Given  that  they  [the  District  At¬ 
torney’s  office]  had  their  hands  on 
the  documents  we  needed  and  we 
had  to  depend  on  them  to  get  them 
—  and  they  knew  they  would  never 
be  held  in  contempt  of  court  for 
refusing  to  give  them  —  this  was 
their  obvious  tactical  choice. 
However,  having  it  dismissed  on 
the  basis  of  their  refusing  to  hand 
over  exculpatory  evidence  that  they 
clearly  have  —  certainly  leaves  open 
the  question  of  why  didn’t  they 
turn  it  over.  So  we’ve  won  the 
moral  victory  . 

“The  judge’s  ruling  is  also  a  vin¬ 
dication  for  the  computer  program 
and  it’s  more  evidence  to  add  to  a 
mountain  of  evidence  that  the  raid 
was  conducted  in  bad  faith  and  the 
charges  were  all  false.” 

There  is  an  ongoing  civil  rights 
suit  brought  by  Saxe  and  several 
other  women  at  the  prison.  The 
women  are  suing  the  Commissioner 
of  Corrections,  the  Superintendent 
of  Framingham,  the  Secretary  of 
Human  Services,  Secretary  of 
Public  Safety,  the  District  Attorney 
and  Assistant  District  Attorney  as 
well  as  “230  unnamed  police  and 
corrections  officers”.  The  women 
are  seeking  monetary  redress  for 
the  way  they  were  treated  during 
the  raid,  claiming  in  the  suit,  that 
their  constitutional  rights  were 
violated. 


NEW  ENGLAND  PREMIERE 

STARTS  FRIDAY 


c 


^BRATTLE  THEATRE 

40  Brattle  St  Cambridge  876-4226 


To  Gay  Community  News 


□  $62  Three  years 

□  $43.50  Two  years 


□  $15  Twenty-five  weeks 

□  $10  Twenty-five  weeks 
(Low  Income) 

□  $8  Twelve  weeks 
Add  30%  for  foreign 

Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
thank  you 

name_ _ 


□  $25  one  year 


GLC 

g  Gay  &  Lesbian  Counseling  Services 

Announces  the  formation  of  two  groups  for  lesbians 

•  ONGOING  THERAPY  GROUP  FOR  LESBIANS 

•  SUPPORT  GROUP  FOR  LESBIANS  IN  CLOSE 
RELATIONSHIPS  WITH  INCEST  SURVIVORS 

SLIDING  FEE  SCALE/INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 

For  information  on  these  and  other  services  please  call 

542-5188 

Formerly  HCHS  -  Established  1971 
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HAPPY  VALENTINE’S  DAY 

Dear  Scott, 

Because  I  LOVE  YOU,  I  “cared  enough” 
to  send  you  the  very  best  Valentine  I 
could  find,  a  one  (1)  year  subscription  to 
Gay  Community  News  which  I  trust  will 
be  mailed  in  “a  plain  envelope.” 

With  Love  and  Best  Wishes  to  you 
and  David.  DAN  HAYDEN 


Classifieds 

PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
Valentines  and  hearts  and  flowers 
Can't  express  what  has  been  ours 
Since  time  began,  I  think 
Or  in  the  eye  blink 
of  the  earth’ 
s  first  wondering  birth 
of  touch  or  caring 
How  to  do  and  daring 
more  than  the  very  best 
are  we.  The  Devil  keep  the  rest. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. 


TO  OUR  READERS 

For  ten  years  you  have  read  us 
through.  You  are  our  best 
critics,  our  best  friends,  the 
reason  we  keep  trying  every 
week.  Thanks  for  being  there 
and  supporting  us.  We  love  you. 
HAPPY  VALENTINES  DAY! 


BARBARA  G 

So  long  since  I  last  contacted  you. 
Thanks  for  holiday  good  wishes.  We 
were  all  screwed  up  and  never  sent 
anything  to  anyone.  Hope  all  is  well 
with  you  two.  New  car  may  make  possi¬ 
ble  trip  to  Philly  . . .  Happy  V  Day. _ 

YK 

Thank  you  for  your  note  regarding  my 
mother,  etc.  You'd  be  surprised  how 
few  ever  write.  Sometimes  I  think  it’s  all 
going  out  into  the  VOID,  and  I  get  lone¬ 
ly.  Mother  would  still  rather  not  have  to 
worry  so  much  about  her  '  friends"  fin 
ding  out.  It  used  to  hurt,  but  I'm  a  long 
way  from  young  enough  to  care,  how¬ 
ever,  there  was  a  time  ...  I  do  hope  you 
are  working  things  out  comfortably  for 
yourself.  Shalom.  NW  _ 

FRUIT  PICKERS  AT  MOOSEHILL 
We  love  you.  Thanks  for  such  a  wonder¬ 
ful  weekend.  Abe^&  Jeremy 

SHERI  AND  LOIS 

Happy  Anniversary  you  two  old  dykes 
Nowhere  have  we  seen  your  likes 
Nor  do  we  think  we  ever  will 
So  live  and  laugh  and  drink  your  till 
at  life's  mysterious  fountain 
and  gain  the  strength  you  need 
to  climb  yet  another  mountain. 

With  love,  Porcmouse. 

SWEETIE  BEADIE 

My  sweet  darling  woman  I  love  you  so. 
Happy  Valentines  to  you  and  Jody  my 
two  girls.  Love,  Guess  Who  ?  (Dd  you 
guess?  I  hope  so.) _ (30) 

TUES  1-25-83  AT  DOYLES  IN  JP 
We  discussed  luv  vs  sexual  infatuation. 

I  didn't  have  the  answer  to  your  ques¬ 
tion.  Maybe  these  lyrics  explain. 
"Although  I  speak  in  tongues  of  men 
and  angels  unto  sounding  brass  and 
tinkling  cymbals  without  love;  love  suf¬ 
fers  long,  love  is  kind;  enduring  all 
things  coping  all  things.  Love  has  no 
evil  in  mind.  If  I  had  the  gift  of  prophecy 
and  all  of  the  gentle  faith  to  move  the 
mountains;  even  if  I  understood  all  of 
the  mysteries,  if  I  didn't  have  love  I'd  be 
nothing.  Love  sees  like  a  child  sees;  as 
a  child.  I  spoke  as  a  child,  I  thought  and 
understood  as  a  child,  but  when  I 
became  a  woman,  I  put  away  childish 
things;  and  began  to  see  thru  a  glass 
darkly.  Where  as  a  child  I  saw  it  face  to 
face,  now  I  only  know  it  in  part.  Frac¬ 
tions  in  me  of  faith  and  hope  and  love; 
and  of  these  3,  loves  the  greatest  feel¬ 
ing;  love^  love,  love^^"  DA. _  (29) 

HELP  KEEP  ABORTION  LEGAL! 

The  Coalition  for  Reproductive 
Freedom  is  sponsoring  a  pro-choice 
poster  campaign  on  the  city  subway 
system.  A  donation  of  $7  will  keep  one 
pro-choice  poster  on  the  MBTA  for  a 
month.  Contributions  should  be  sent  to 
the  Coalition  for  Reproductive 
Freedom,  P.O.  Box  686,  Jamaica  Plain. 
MA  02130. _ _  ( c ) 

FEMINIST  &  GAY  ARTISTS 
GCN  is  preparing  an  article  on  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  NEA  cutbacks  on  gay.  feminist, 
and  progressive  artists,  theaters,  and 
writers.  Call  Jeremy  at  (617)  426-4469  if 
you  have  a  story  to  tell  or  other  informa- 
tion.  Or  write  Jeremy  c/o  GCN. 

Attractive  41  GM  sks  pals  over  25  for 
fun  &  friendship.  Experienced,  ver¬ 
satile.  Enjoy  sharing,  exercise,  mas¬ 
sage.  music,  quiet  times,  partying.  Box 
374,  Dedham.  MA  02026.  (31) 

Sk  yng  M  as  wrkng  partner.  Small 
animal  project.  Reg  race  color  disab  vet 
pref.  Pvt  apt  for  cple  avail  (617) 
347-3866.  Write:  L.  Rivers.  RR  #1  Box  84. 

Fiskdale,  MA  _  (31) 

JLF,  36.  attractive,  therapst,  wshs  to 
meet  othr  LFs  30  +  to  advntr,  explr.  en¬ 
joy.  Int:  sprts,  outdrs  depng  pers.  phys. 
sprtl,  awrness.  thetr.  mkng  music, 
celbrtng,  wmns  issus,  bldng,  healthfl 
living  PO  Box  25.  W.  Newton  02165.(35) 


L 

I  do  truly  love  you  and  miss  your 
Warmth.  I  wish  you,  from  the  bottom 
of  my  heart,  a  Happy  Valentines  Day. 
Love  Always, 

C  — 

J _ (30) 

GWM  25  yr  old  muscular  Italian  brown 
hair,  eyes,  mustache,  w/hairy  chest  sks 
similar  friend  into  weightlifting  jogging 

&  good  times.  GCN  Box  629.  (30) _ 

JONATHAN 

Almost  missed  it  —  Happy  Birthday! 
Bond  Party  next  week,  leave  $2.50  at 
Business  Office  by  Friday  ...  —  H. 

RACOON, BABY 

Please  take  all  my  favorite  stuff. 
Nothing  is  hiden.  And  only  you  are 
precious  to_me.  —the  superintendent. 

’  REICH  MANN 

I  like  you.  Happy  Valentine's  Day,  H. 

GaYdARTMOUTH  ALUMNI! 

We  want  to  hear  from  you!  Please  write 
the  Dartmouth  Gay  Students'  Associa¬ 
tion  HB5057  Dartmouth  College 
Hanover  NH  03755. _ (31) 

SUOMI  —  FINLAND 
Gay  mies  haluaa  tietoa  Suomesta. 
La:hden  kai  Helsinkiin  asumaan  ensi 
vuonna.  Etsin  Gay-seuroja,  —  paikkoja 
jne.  Kirjoittakaa:  J.  Nevis  163  W. 
Northwood  A v  Columbus  OH  43201 

(30) 


GRADUATES  OF  HOFSTRA 

If  you  attended  Hofstra  any  time  from 
1952  to  1956,  please  write  to  GCN,  Box 
625.  I've  wondered  for  a  long  time  if  any 
of  you  were  like  me.  It  was  a  long  time 
ago;  the  Playhouse  was  not  yet  built. 
The  girls'  gym  was  a  Quonset  hut, 
remember???  Please  contact.  Every¬ 
thing  will  be  strictly  confidential.  It 
might  be  fun  to  talk  over  old 
unliberated  times  . . .  Replies  sought 
from  both  men  and  women. _ 

TV?? 

Sometimes  it  is  very  important  to  see 
the  news  as  it  is  happening.  Our 
reporters  (and  some  of  the  rest  of  us. 
naturally)  would  be  helped  tremendous¬ 
ly  by  being  able  to  watch  news  and 
other  special  interest  shows  on  televi¬ 
sion.  We  do  not  have  a  set  in  the  office 
and  anyone  out  there  who  could  give  us 
one.  any  size,  black  and  white  or  color 
(we  don't  care  what  it  is  as  long  as  it 
works),  please  contact  Mike  or  Cindy  at 
426-4469.  Thank  you. 

ARMENIAN  AND  GAY 
Interested  in  meeting  other  gay  Arme¬ 
nians.  Need  to  integrate  2  important 
parts  of  my  life.  GCN  Box  628.  (30) 

FREE  REMDATE  LISTING 
Find  Mr.  Right  by  the  US  Mail 
Details  Free.  No  Time  limit.  SASE  To 
R  E  Main.  70  Government  St 
Kittery.  Maine  03904.  (30) 

Atr  GWM  30  love  Boston  moving  there 
soon  but  don't  know  a  soul.  Want  to 
meet  creatv,  intel,  sine,  gays  M/F 
20's/30's  to  estab  new  frndships.  GCN 

Box  622.  _ (30) 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO 

Boston  LF,  moving  to  town  for  employ¬ 
ment,  would  enjoy  having  the  benefit  of 
your  perspective  &  experience  re  life  in 
Cincinnati.  Please  contact  GCN  Box 
624,  and  I  will  respond. _ (31) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  GCN  Box 
number  in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN, 
167  Tremont  St,  5th  FI,  Boston,  MA 
02111,  Attention:  Classifieds  Box 


JOB  WANTED 

Outgoing  GCN  news  editor  needs  job  in 
Boston  area.  Skilled  in  writing,  editing, 
7  yrs  exp  as  photographic  technician. 
Fluent  in  Spanish,  reading  knowledge 
of  French.  Avail  now.  David.  783-0762. 

_ (c) 

JUST  FRIENDS _ 

SOUTHEASTERN  MASS 
GM  cple  mid  20's  w/long  term  relat. 
strght  appear,  non-smkng.  no  drugs, 
not  into  bars,  sks  same  for  frndshp  & 
socializing.  Inter  in  camping,  hiking, 
travel,  movies,  dining  &  the  like. 
Greater  Fall  River  Area.  GCN  Box  626. 

_ (30) 

ROOMMATES _ 

JP:  2  GM  sk  M  for  3  br  duplex  w/LR.  DR. 
eat-m  Kitch.  sunrm.  windows,  nr  T,  $150 
+  util.  Sk  responsible  independent  per- 

son.  Avail  3/1. 522-0539. _ (30) 

1  transsexual  &  2  fags  sk  housemate  to 
complete  Cent  Sq  home  that  already 
stretches  in  several  directions.  Semi- 
compulsory:  Feminist,  coop,  veg  at¬ 
titudes.  $111  inc  ht.  Call  6-10  PM 
497-6323. _  _  (30) 


Brockton  GWM  nds  compatible 
housemate  $175/mo.  Vi  util.  586-1503 
between  8  &  10  PM, _ (30) 

3  LF’s  sk  responsible  4th  to  share 
house  on  Arl/Camb  line  nr  T  &  Mass  Av. 
Safe/quiet  area  $175  +  sec  dep  &  utils. 
Non-smoking.  Mar  1, 641-0853. _ (31) 

2  GM  sk  2  other  M  or  F  for  quiet,  suppor¬ 
tive  semi-coop  hsehold.  Pro-feminist, 
non-smoking,  veg,  pref  garden  space 
$160  -t-  util.  Camb-Arl  line.  648-3434.  (c) 

LF  25  sks  to  share  sunny  spacious  2 
bdrm  apt  in  Medford  nr  Tufts  on  busline 
$150  +  util.  Cigs  &  pets  OK.  Avail  2/14. 
Bert  (6 17)  396-0847. _  (30) 

2  L  sk  1-2  L  rmtes  for  sunny  spacious 
3rd  fl  Victorian  hse.  W&D.  Brookline,  nr 
T.  No  cigs  or  pets.  $210  inc  heat.  Avail 
3/1.566-2153. _ (30) 

P'TOWN  CO-OP  FORMING 
2  GM  &  1  LF  sk  3  more  people  to  set  up 
communal  household.  Hs  in  quiet 
nbhd,  big  yd,  W&D,  convenient  loc.  1  yr 
lease.  Elaine  369-1853.  (30) 

Maine  LF  31  nds  to  rent  rm  or  share  apt 
Mar-Sept  nr  Burl,  128  or  93.  No  smkng, 
no  cats.  Christine  POB  5195  Portland, 
ME  04101  (207)  846-4644  collect. _ (30) 

Dorchester,  GWM  32  gdlkng  sks  rmte  in 
20's  to  share  6  rm  apt.  $150  +  utils. 
825-0134,  eve  or  morn. _  (30) 

SHARE  IN  CAM  BRIDGEPORT 
Quiet,  resp  person  to  share  nice  apt  w/2 
GM.  Nr  park,  laundry,  grocery,  bus, 
pike.  No  smoke,  pis.  250  +  avail  now. 
Rick  1-366-1122  days,  576-1144 
eves/wknds. _  (31) 

HEALTHY  HEARTY  LESBIANS 
Wanted  for  5  bdrm  10  rm  2  story  hse  in 
Dorchester  nr  Shawmut.  Gay  owned  & 
managed  in  racially/sexually  mixed 
nbhd.  We  are  2  LF  w/1  '/2  kids  Ikng  for  2 
LF  to  share  wimmin’s  space.  $125  + 
utils.  Maggee  825-4703  or  298-8213  or 
Kem265-788L _ (31) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 
Share  Salem  MA  dplx  w/woman  28,  les¬ 
bian,  healer,  cat  lover.  200  +  .  6  rms,  yd, 
sea  breeze  30  mins  Bos.  No  tob.,  pref 

no  ale.  (617)  744-8431.  (32) 

- * - 

APARTMENT  TO  SHARE 
2  LFs  &  friendly  dog  skng  2  LFs  to 
share  spac,  sunny  4  br  apt  in  hse  w/lrg 
yd  on  Pros  Hill/Som.  We  are  musicians, 
want  to  create  a  warm,  supportive 
home.  237.50  inc  all  util  &  wash/dry. 
Please  call  &  talk.  623-5985. _ (30) 

1  GM  skng  2  GMs  to  replace  2  who  are 
moving  out  of  a  spacious  apt  in  gd 
nbhd  in  Dorchester  nr  Shawmut  Sta  on 
red  line.  Avail  immed.  $116/mo  per  per¬ 
son  +  utils.  1  or  2  people  may  inquire. 
825-0181. _ (29) 

W.SOMERVILLE 

Lesbian  hsehold  sks  politically  active 
but  fun-loving  woman  for  semi-coop 
hsehold.  Large,  sunny  apt.  $125/mo  + 
util.  Call  eves  666-3231. _ (29) 

LF  sks  LF  to  share  sunny  2  bdrm 
Somerville  apt,  only  $185  +  util.  Avail 
2/1  for  indep  nonsmoker.  Lisa,  625-0264 
eves.  _ \ _ * _ (29) 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

NYC  womyn’s  bed.&  breakfast.  Small, 
simple,  friendly.  Located  central 
Manhattan.  $18  per  night,  single.  $20, 
double.  (2 12)  794-8645. _ (30) 

INSTRUCTION _ 

Trumpet  lessions  —  Jazz,  classical  & 
ethnic  styles;  improv  &  theory.  BM  New 
Eng  Cons  w/honors.  Other  instru's  &  all 
levels  welcome.  Ingrid  783-2412.  Learn 
the  style  you  love  most.  (32) 


REAL  ESTATE _ 

BEST  BUY 

49  Symphony  Rd  Co-op  next  to 
Gainsborough  Condos.  1  bdrm,  2  bdrm 
duplex  mnthly  chrg  310  to  486.  Deck, 
garage,  Indry  rm,  garden.  Great  invest- 
ment.  More  info  Bruce  266-3433.  (31) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 
Why  pay  rent? 

Single  Bungalow,  35K. 

2  Family  Pond  side,  55K. 

3  Family  Day  Street,  40K. 

Many  others. 

Jamaica  Plai n  Real  Estate  524-5464,(30) 

MOVERS 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #  24430 
Tel  661-2958. 

(23) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 

No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
_ MDPU  Number  23733 _ 

FOR  SALE _ 

GARGOYLES,  DRAGONS  AND 
CREATURES  OF  THE  IMAGINATION 

Free  Fantasy  Sculpture  catalog 
The  Prop  Dept  Box  1607-G 
Toms  River,  NJ  08753. 

(M 


LESBIAN  POETRY  AND  MUSIC 
Sensual  sounds  on  cassette  tape.  Send 
5  95  to  "New  to  You"  PO  Box  5222  No 
Hollywood.  CA  91616-5222.  (30) 

APARTMENTS 

Dorchester:  6  rm  apt  $375,  5  rm  apt 
$325;  heat  &  utils  sep.  Storms, 
spacious  rms  &  Fr  doors.  Sec  dep. 
282-4371,491-4110. _ (31) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

Part  time  position 

Counter  work  Brighton  area 

Flexible  hours  20-25 

Please  call  782-3400  ex  337. _ (30) 

Gay  Publisher  has  full  time  opening  for 
person  to  do  invoicing,  shipping  & 
related  distribution  work.  Must  type  45 
wpm  &  have  good  math  skills.  Starts  at 
4.50/hr.  Sasha  Alyson,  542-5679.  (30) 


RESORTS _ 

BOSTON  OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
Only  all  new  place  immac  perfect  loca¬ 
tion  priv  —  share  bath.  Coffee  & 
cocktail  set-ups.  22  Edgerly  Rd  (near 
Fenway  Comm  Health)  Boston  02115 
(617)  267-2262. _ _ _ (36) 

ANDREWS  INN 

Four  Seasons  Hotel.  Rooms,  Disco, 
Bars,  nearer  than  you  think.  On  the 
square.  Bellows  Falls,  VT  05101.  (802) 
463-3966.  We’ve  made  it  for  you!  (26) 

GABRIEL’S 

For  women  &  their  friends.  Apts  & 
guestrooms.  Open  year-round.  Center 
of  town.  104  Bradford  St,  Provincetown 
02657.(617)487-3232. _ (37) 

GREENHOPE 

VT  Mountain  retreat  for  women.  Skiing, 
fireplace.  Great  food,  cozy  accom- 
modations.  (802)  533-7772.  (80) 


THE  RETREAT 
Formerly  Falls  Village  Inn 
A  place  for  women,  rooms  in  an  old  Col¬ 
onial  home.  Northwestern  Conn.  Ski¬ 
ing,  woods,  river,  3  fireplaces. 

Women  owned  and  managed 

For  resv  call  (203)  824-7479. 

(32) 

VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 
Downhill  &  X-country  skiing  just  min¬ 
utes  from  our  warm  &  comfortable 
guesthouse  —  cozy  rms  for  lesbians  & 
gay  men.  Bed  &  hearty  bkfst.  Spend  a 
weekend  in  Vermont  this  winter.  Dave  & 
Mike  (802)  348-7840. _ (23) 

WANTED _ 

FEMALE  MUSICIANS  WANTED 
Bass  drums  guitar  keyboards  to  form 
band  to  work  on  orig  music  for  demo. 
Equip  a  must.  Call  Maura  eves 
1-344-1240. _ (31) 

SERVICES _ 

PHOTOGRAPHER  FOR  HIRE 
Marie  Favorito  482-1214.  Slide  shows, 
artist  portfolios,  portraits,  studio, 
special  occasions.  _ <?> 

GESTALT  THERAPY  GROUP  —  GM 
Wkly  on-going  therapy  group,  Monday 
evenings  —  beginning  Mar  14.  $20  per 
session.  Insurance  coverage  may  be 
available.  For  info  call  Alan  Robinson 
965-5070. _  (33) 

WORKSHOP  FOR  WOMEN: 

“Up  from  Under:”  gaining  more  per¬ 
sonal  power.  Sat.  Feb  19.,  1-4  pm,  defin¬ 
ing  &  changing  victim  patterns.  Call  Ex- 
pressions,  666-5697,  $15. _ (30) 


WENDY  KINCAID.  Ph  D 
Short  or  long  term  feminist  therapy  for 
lesbians.  Individuals  or  couples.  Insur¬ 
ance  accepted.  Copley  Sq  location. 
739-6381.  _  ' _ (33) 


TROUBLED  GAYS 

Psychotherapy  for  depression,  loneli¬ 
ness.  just  general  misery.  Interview  at 
no  charge  Ruth  Chessman  964-2510. 

'  (30>- 

Custom  Furniture 
Designed  and  Built 
Joan  Friedman 
(617)  783-2298  Weekends 
_ (11/1) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 
INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)353-0225  for  appt. 


HOUSECLEANING  BOSTON  AREA 

Home,  Condos,  Apt,  Office 
Have  References 

Call  James  782-761fr _ (15) 

GAY  MEN'S  THERAPY  GROUP 
Will  have  openings  in  Feb.  Focus  is  on 
self-awareness,  intimacy.  &  relation¬ 
ships.  For  info  call  Francis  Giambrone 
451-1398/661-4070, _ 

GRANDMOTHERS  HELPERS 
Appliances  picked  up  &  delivered, 
pianos,  basements  cleaned,  near-by  or 
far  far  away.  Friendly,  reliable.  Gay 
owned  &  operated.  Dennis  641-1234.(33) 


Classified  deadline,  Tues.  noon.  All  ads  must' be 
prepaid  No  ads  accepted  by  phone.  GCN  is  a 
national  paper,  include  area  code  with  phone 
numbers  All  apartment  ads,  even  if  you  rent  space  in 
your  own  home,  are  business.  Make  check  or  M.O 
payable  to  Gay  Community  News,  167  Tremont  St.,, 
5th  FI,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

Business:  $6.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line),  50c  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines  are  $1 .00 
for  25  units. 

Non-Business;  $4.50  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line);  each  additional  line  25c.  Headlines  50c  for  25 
units. 

Box  numbers  are  $1.00  for  6  weeks,  you  may  pick  up 
mail  at  the  GCN  office  Mon.-Fri.,  10-6.  If  you  wish 
your  mail  forwarded,  the  rate  is  $4.00  for  6  weeks, 
$6.00  for  3  months.  Mail  is  forwarded  at  the  end  of 
the  3rd  and  6th  weeks. 


Display  Classifieds  (boxed  ads):  $12  per  column  inch. 
Please  circle  category  ad  is  to  run  under. 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

INSTRUCTION 

JUST  FRIENDS 

MOVERS 

PERSONALS 

REAL  ESTATE 

ROOMMATES 


APARTMENTS 
JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 
LOST  A  FOUND 
ORGANIZATIONS 
PRISONERS 
RESORTS 
SERVICES 


FOR  SALE 
JOBS  WANTED 
MISCELLANEOUS 
PENPALS 
PUBLICATIONS 
RIDES 
WANTED 


Headlines . at  $  per  wk.  $ 

First  4  lines . at  $  perwk.  $ 

Each  additional  line  at  $  perwk.  $ 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1 .00/6  weeks 
Forwacd  Box  No.  at  $4.00/6  weeks 
3  months  forwarding  at  $6  00 
Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED 


Name  _ 
Address 


City 


$ 

$ 

$ 


.State 


.Zip 


Phone 


Please  print  neatly,  use  shaded  area  for  headlines  and  additional  lines. 


Classifieds 

CHILDCARE 

Quality  childcare  in  my  home  on  Bea¬ 
con  Hill.  Days  &  some  eves  avail.  Barb, 
523-3772.  You’ll  be  glad  you  called,  and 
so  will  your  very  special  child. 

Garment  Alteration  &  Repair 
Done  quickly,  neatly  &  affordably. 

423-1048  evenings  &  weekends. 

_ (30) 

MRS.  EVANS  SPIRITUAL 
READER  &  ADVISOR 
Advice  on  love,  marriage,  business,  or 
whatever  your  problem  may  be.  For 
more  information  call  389-2707.  Open 
from  10  AM  Jo  10  PM.  (32) 

COUNSELING  — PSYCHOTHERAPY 
For  individuals  or  couples,  long  or  short 
term.  Reasonable  rates,  sliding  scale. 
John  Graves.  266-2069.  Formerly  6 
years  with  HCH S . _ (25) 

LONG  AND  SHORT  TERM 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 

For  individuals  &  couples.  Issues  of 
depression,  anxiety,  loneliness,  inter¬ 
personal  skills.  &  sexual  performance 
problems.  Insurance  accepted.  Charles 
Hannagan.  MA.  262-4194  and  leave 
message  if  necessary. _ (26?) 

TYPESETTING 

Want  the  best???  Be  among  the  chosen 
few  for  whom  GCN  will  have  time  to 
perform  typesetting  wonders:  We  can 
typeset  your  resume,  flier,  brochure, 
newsletter.  You  name  it!  Reasonable 
rates.  Call  426-4469  and  ask  for  Cindy 
or  Nancy  Wechsler  for  further  info. 


ORGANIZATIONS 

Small  gay  issues  rap  group.  Come  lead 
a  meeting  on  a  gay  issue  or  personal 
concern  that  interests  you  most:  topics 
include  coming  out  &  how  we  stand 
with  our  families,  closeted  gays,  pro¬ 
miscuity,  lovers,  what  makes  one  gay, 
gays  in  careers,  &  consciousness  rais¬ 
ing.  Each  meeting  is  led  by  one  or  2 
people  on  one  or  two  specific  prepared 
topics.  Reading  in  advance  is  encour¬ 
aged.  We  aim  for  in-depth  discussions. 
Group  is  not  for  those  requiring 
therapy.  Members  must  be  growing, 
stable  individuals  age  appr  28-42.  14th 
mtg  is  Feb  27, 15th  is  Mar  13,  Sunday  at 
4  PM.  Box  150,  104  Charles  St,  Boston, 
MA  021 14, _ (31) 

LES  MTHRS  NATL  DEFENSE  FD 
A  non  profit  org  offering  emotional 
legal,  financial  assistance  to  moms  in¬ 
volved  in  custody  battles.  Quarterly 
newsletter  $10.  Call/write  for  info. 
Donations  may  be  sent  to  POB  21567 
Seattle,  WA  98111.  (206)  325-2643,  24 
hrs. _ _ (30) 

BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  MF  7-10  pm,  Sun  2-5  pm, 
536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON,  355 
Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  021 16.  (c) 

GAY  LESBIAN^ND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities 
include  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calsndar, 
call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11. 
Camb,  MA  02238. _ 

D.O.B. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Av,  Camb,  Old  Bap.  Raps  evry  Tues, 
Thurs  8  pm;  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed,  last  Fri. 
8  pm  &  3rd  Sat.  7  pm;  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons,  8  pm.  Soft- 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept,  weathr 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid.  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. 


PUBLICATIONS 

"Socialism  &  the  Fight  for  Lesbian  & 
Gay  Liberation,"  a  new  pamphlet  from 
the  Revolutionary  Socialist  League. 
$1.50  inc  post.  &  article  from  the 
TORCH  in  defense  of  NAMBLA.  RSL, 
POB  1288,  NY,  NY  10116. _ (31) 

GCN  SPECIALS 


LET  THERE  BE  LIGHT! 

Various  GCN  staff  members  are  being 
subjected  to  flourescent  lights  against 
their  will.  Please  help  alleviate  this 
desperate  situation.  Please  send  us 
your  extra  incandescent  table  or  floor 
lamps,  ledo's  or  luxo’s.  Thanks.  Call 
Mike,  Cindy  or  Nancy  at  426-4469. 

TV?? 

Sometimes  it  is  very  important  to  see 
the  news  as  it  is  happening.  Our 
reporters  (and  some  of  the  rest  of  us. 
naturally)  would  be  helped  tremendous¬ 
ly  by  being  able  to  watch  news  and 
other  special  interest  shows  on  televi¬ 
sion.  We  do  not  have  a  set  in  the  office 
and  anyone  out  there  who  could  give  us 
one,  any  size,  black  and  white  or  color 
(we  don't  care  what  it  is  as  long  as  it 
works),  please  contact  Mike  or  Cindy  at 
426-4469.  Thank  you. 

HELP  WANTED:  GCN's  advertising 
dept  is  looking  for  sales  represen¬ 
tatives.  Flexible  hours.  Commission  on 
all  sales.  Ideal  for  student,  person  look¬ 
ing  for  supplemental  income.  Contact 
Hershey  at  426-4469.  BUT  WAIT! 
THERE'S  MORE. . . 
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512  Massachusetts  Ave  Womans  Bar 

Central  Square,  Cambridge  MA  Seven  Days  a  Week 
492-9545  Wed.  2  for  1 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

SO.  STATION  423-4340 


-  DIRECT  FROM  NEW  YORK  - 

HOT  PERFORMANCE 
ABDUCTION 


n  x  SEX  MACHINE 
Z  )  SCORPIO 


Concord  Productions  presents  in  concert 

TERESA  _  BARBARA 


TRULL 


& 


HIGBIE 


Thursday,  February  17,  7:00  +  9:30  pm 
First  Church  Congregational 
Garden  +  Mason  Streets,  Cambridge 


Tickets:  $6. 


547-5704 


Boston's  Best  AH  Male  Show* 


THE  FINEST  X-RATED  ALL  MALE  MOVIES,  NOW  IN  BOTH  CINEMAS  1  4  2 

204  tremont  st. 
482-4661 

•  NEW  SHOW  WEEKLY  DIRECT  FROM  SAN  FRANCISCO 
•  CONTINUOUS  FROM  10  A  M  • 


ft 


Q 


SEX  DEMON 
SHARP  SHOOTERS 


KILLING  ME  SOFTLY 
WE  WILL  MEET  AGAIN 


New  T  V  Lounge  Featuring  Best  in  Gay  Video  Plus  Special  Sports 


“GOOD  NEWS! 

LIANNA’  IS  THE  BEST  FILM  EVER  ON  LESBIANISM  AND  POSSIBLY 
HOMOSEXUALITY.”  — Gay  News 

“‘LIANNA’.. .LOOKS  AND  SOUNDS  AUTHENTIC.  It’S  neither  slick, 
like  ‘Making  Love’  nor  does  it  pretend  to  be  about  something  else, 
like  ‘Personal  Best:  Linda  Griffiths  is  splendid.  Her  Lianna  is...heroic" 

—Vincent  Canby,  New  York  Times 

“THIS  MAY  BE  THE  MOST  SENSITIVE,  BALANCED  AND  SOBERING 
VIEW  OF  LESBIANS  THE  MOVIES  WILL  EVER  GIVE  US.  (It  is  100 
times  better  than  ‘Personal  Best'):'  -Rex  Reed.  New  York  Post 


A  FILM  BY  JOHN  SAYLES 

Starring  LINDA  GRIFFITHS.  JANE  HALLAREN. 
JON  DeVRIES  and  JO  HENDERSON 
Written.  Directed  &  Edited  by  JOHN  SAYLES 
Produced  by  JEFFREY  NELSON  &  MAGGIE  RENZI 
Director  of  Photography  AUSTIN  de  BESCHE 
Music  by  MASON  DARING 
A  WINW0GD  COMPANY  PRODUCTION 

United  Artists  Classics 

GopyngW  <9*3  undsfl  Goroorahor 
A*  ogf»»s  ewvac 


1:00,  3:15,  5:30,  8:00, 10:15 

(  NICKELODEON  ^ 

600  Comm  Ave  Boston  247-2160  y 


Calendar 

weekly  events 


Sunday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-in  center  tor 
youth  22  and  under  from  3:30-5pm  at  Evangel¬ 
ist  Church,  35  Bowdoln  St  (Beacon  Hill).  Info: 
497-8282.  Please  send  all  BAGLY  mail  to:' 
GCN,  Box  10GY. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Black  and  White  Men 
Together  of  Boston  meets  at  Paradise,  180 
Mass.  Ave.  Second  Sunday  of  each  month. 
Info:  Tom  536-3392  or  Dick  247-3043. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Overeaters  Anonymous, 
lesbian  meeting.  O'd  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  Sun  eves  7:30  pm. 
DOB  office 

Framingham, M A  —  Tricounty  Assoc.  (Fram¬ 
ingham,  Milford,  Franklin  area).  Social  and 
support  group  for  gay  and  lesbian  community, 
leets  Suns.  lnfo:376-4323  or  473-3529. 

Boston,  MA  —  "Musically  speaking" 
women’s  music,  Ideas,  announcements. 
WMBR,  88.1  FM.  1-3pm. 

Boston, MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 

New  England.  Second  Sundays  2pm.  Info: 

(61 7)  482-6874  or  247-5485 

Boston,  MA  —  Merrymount  Music  Society. 

Informal  meetings  and  concerts  for  gay  and 

lesbian  musicians  and  music  lovers.  Info: 

266-9423. 

Boston, MA—  "Sharing  Voices,”  a  monthly 
potluck  supper  and  open  reading  for  all 
women  who  write.  First  suns.  Cauldron  Exper¬ 
imental  Theater,  22  Randolph  St.  (near  Dover 
T  Stop).  5pm  lnfo:542-8575. 

Boston, MA  —  Boston’s  Other  Voice.  (WROR, 
FM  98.5)  11:30pm. 

Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  social  group  alter¬ 
native  to  the  bars  on  Cape  Cod.  meets  second 
Sundays.  Info:  Box  1614,  Orleans  MA  02653. 
Acton,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  263-4882.  All  are 
invited. 

Concord,  NH  —  Concord  Area  gay  Youth, 
support  group  tor  youth  16  22.  rap  session 
and  social  time  Carpools  4  counseling 
available  Into  Scott  or  Joe  224  6931 
Keene,  NH  —  Potlucks  and  other  tun  get 
togethers  for  lesbians  First  Suns  (2pm)  and 
third  Tues  or  Wed  (6pm)  Info.  Keene  Klon 
dykes.  Box  261.  Gilsum  NH  03448 
Central  VT  —  Central  Vermont  Gay  Men 
(CVGM)  meets  first  Sun.  of  the  month  for 
socializing,  business  and  a  meal  Info  Box  42. 
Barre.  05641 

Orono,  ME  —  Wilde-Stein  Club  Social/sup¬ 
port  group  tor  lesbians  and  gay  men  Informal, 
friendly  and  open  meetings  Peabody  Lounge. 
3rd  fl.  Memorial  Union.  UMO  7pm 


Northern  VT/NH —  League  of  Gays  (LOGS) 
meets  third  Suns.  Info:(802)  626-3618  or  write: 
Box  703,  St.  Johnsbury  VT  05819. 

New  London,  CT  —  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Community  at  Connecticut  College  meets  1st 
and  3rd  Sundays  of  the  month  Info:  442-7458. 

monday 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 
Northampton, MA  —  Open  Gay  Men’s  Rap 
Group  sponsored  by  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People’s  Alliance.  7-9pm.  People’s  Institute, 
38  Gothic  St.  lnfo:(413)  584-7903 
Nashua, NH  —  Nashua  Area  Gays  meet  8pm. 
Info:  Tony  424-3252,  or  write:  Nashua  Area 
Gays,  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 

Waltham,  MA  —  TISKELION,  the  Brandeis 
Gay/Lesbian  Coalition.  General  Discussion 
Group  at  9pm,  Usdan  Student  Center 
Conference  Rm.  C.  Info:  Tim  647-4543  or  Box 
2792,  Brandeis  U„  Waltham,  MA  02254. 

tuesday 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Boston  chapter,  Parents 
and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays  meets  1st 
Tue  of  the  month  in  conference  room  1A 
Sherrill  Hall  Library,  Episcopal  Divinity 
School  99  Brattle,  Info:  436-5393  or  P.O.  Box 
125-S101,  Arlington,  MA  02174. 

Cambridge, MA  —  Lesbian  SM  support  group. 
Every  Tues.  7:30pm.  lnfo:776-7957.  Open  to 
lesbians  supportive  of  or  into  SM. 

Boston,  MA  —  Urania:  lesbian  and  bisexual 
women  s  SM  support  group.  Safe,  non-com¬ 
petitive  space  for  women  of  all  levels  of 
experience  to  share  political  and  personal 
aspects  of  our  sexuality.  131  Cambridge  St. 
7:30pm.  Info:  Hathor  623-7258. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of.Bihtis.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church.  1151  Mass  Ave  (Harv  Sq.| 
8pm  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Into:  661-3633 

Pitstield,  MA  —  Berkshire  County  Gay 
Coalition  meets  2nd  and  4th  Tues.  Info:  (413) 
442  7772 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave  7pm  (First  Tues  )  Info:  249-7691 

Manchester,  NH  —  Manchester  Men’s  Group, 
weekly  support  group  for  gay  and  bisexual 
men,  meets  Tuesdays  at  7:30pm  for  coffee 
and  discussion.  Info:  Joe  (603)  224-6931. 

New  London, CT  —  New  London  Gay  Men’s 
Forum,  support  group  for  gay  and  bisexual 
men.  Info:447-0155  (Noon  to  7pm). 

Portland,  ME  —  Gay/Lesbian  Alcoholics 
Anonymous  meeting  at  First  Parish,  Unitar¬ 
ian.  425  Congress  St.  8  pm.  Open  to  all. 
Brattlebord.VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men’s-Coalition  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground 
Restaurant.  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm 


Cambridge.-MA  —  Boston  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  Women  (NOW)  Lesbian  Rights  Task 
Force  meets  4th  Wed.  of  month  at  99  Bishop 
Allen  Dr.  (Central  Sq.)  Plan  lobbying,  public 
educ.  and  consciousness  raising.  Info: 
661-6015. 

Boston,  MA  -  Walk-in  VO  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men  6:30-8pm  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St.  (near  Auditorium  stop)  267-7573 

Boston,  MA  —  Lunchtime  for  lesbians.  Iso¬ 
lated  during  the  workday  downtown?  Inter¬ 
ested  In  a  lunchtime  hangout/discussion 
group?  Come  to  80  Boylston  St.  Rm  855  (cor¬ 
ner  Boylston  and  Tremont).  Noon.  Info: 
542-5188. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting  7:30-9:30pm  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media 
more  responsive  to  our  needs  Into  542  5679. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  "corning  out” 
group,  new  weekly  open  rap  group,,  is  now 
meeting  at  Cambridge  Women's  Center.  46 
Pleasant  St.  (Central  Sq.)  8-10pm.  Info: 
354  8807 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  ot  Bilitis.  35  + 
women’s  discussion  and  social  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  1151  Mass.  Ave 
8pm.  Second  Wed  and  last  Fri.  of  each 
month. 

Hyannls.MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  meets 
first  Wed  of  every  month.  7:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Orientation,  social 
meetings.  Warren  Women's  Center,  298  Main 
St.  Info:  771-6739. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Greater  Nashua  Area  of  NH 
Lambda  sponsors  speakers  and/or  raps  on 
the  2nd  Wed.  and  4th  Thurs.  7:30pm.  Business 
meets  on  1st  Sat.  Info:  (603)  889-1416. 

Bridgewater,  MA  —  South  Shore  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Alliance  meets  Weds.  Info:  584-4997. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Lesbian  AA  meeting  Hill  Ctr.. 
350  Farmington  Ave.  8pm  Info:  (203)232-9737 
or  742-8203 

Providence,  HI  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247 
Hampden  County, MA  —  Social/Support 
Group  lor  Lesbians.  8pm.  IntoDebbie 
532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Narcotics  Anonymous  Gay 
Meeting.  7  Temple  St.  (Central  Sq.) 
8:30— 10pm.  A  twelve  step  recovery  program 
for  those  whose  "drug  of  choice"  was  other 
than  alcohol. 

Bostfn,MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  New  persons' 
meeting  6:30pm;  general  meeting  and  group 
discussion  7-9pm.  For  youth  22  and  under. 
Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St.  (Beacon 
.Hill)  lnfo:497-8282. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus 
meets  every  Wed  from  7-10pm  at  the  YWCA, 
140  Clarendon  St.  (So.  End).  Info:  625-3247. 


thursday 

Somerville,  MA  —  TV/TS  Peer  Support  Group 
Gender  Clinic.  Info:  Martha  666-8280. 
Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People’s  Alliance  now  forming.  First  and 
Third  Thursdays.  Info:  (4131  586-5979. 
Cambridge, MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation,  an  open 
discussion  group.  8-10pm.  Women’s  Center 
46  Pleasant  St.  Info:354-8807. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Mothers,  a  new 
support  group  for  women  dealing  with  the 
issues  of  being  a  lesbian  mother.  Women’s' 
Center, v8  Pleasant  St.  8-10  pm.  Info:  354-8807 
(Diane  cr  Sandy). 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women  s 
Cent®'  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 


friday 
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BOSTON,*!*  -  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
(THArS 'USB  ALWAYS  NEEDS  HELP  SEND- 
ING  OUT  THE  PAPER  ON  FRIDAY  EVES. 
COME  BY  FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  TO  OUR  NEW 
SPACE  AT  167  TREMONT  (ON  THE  COM- 
MON,  NEAR  BOYLSTON  T  STOP)  ANYTIME 
AFJER  B  AND  LEND  A  HAND.  REFRESH- 
Mf NTS  AND  GOOD  TIMES!  EVERY  BODY 
WELL  COME!  INFO:  426-4469,  THANKS! 

Hartford,  CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-.n 
center  for  lesbian  and  gay  teenagers  7-9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center.  350  Farmington  Ave. 
(upstairs)  Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of  Sex¬ 
ual  Minorities 

Pittsfield,  MA  —  Weekly  meetings  of 
Lesbians  United  Info:  Women's  Services  cen¬ 
ter..  499-2425 

Concord,  NH  —  Concord's  Men's  Group 
meets  Fridays  at  7:30pm  for  coffee  and  dis¬ 
cussion.  67  Thorndike  St  Info  Joe  224-6931 

Providence,  Rl  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Youth  meets  every  Sat.  from  l-5pm  tor 
youth  1 4-21  years  of  age  Info  MCC  272-9247 
or  Gav  Helo  Line  751  3322  (eves) 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Amazon  Lesbian  Al-Anon. 
Ml.  Auburn  Hospital.  (Living  room,  Clark 
bldg.)  8-9:30pm.  Newcomers  meeting  from 
7:30-8pm  on  the  first  Friday  only. 


Saturday 


Providence,  Rl  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Youth  meets  every  Sat.  from  1-5pm  for 
youth  14-21  years  of  age.  info:  MCC  272-9247 
or  Gay  HelD  Line  751-3322  (eves). 


Boston,MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  and  outdoors  events. 
General  info:  John  275-1336;  Linda  734-4066 
John  864-0823.  Vollyball:  Jay  262-4896 
Rasketball:  Kieran  232-7229. 

Boston,  MA  —  Front  Runners  Boston,  gay  and 
lesbian  running  group  Info  825-0181 


Wednesday 


Boston, MA—  Fathers  in  Transition,  a  group 
of  gay/bi  fathers  meeting  Weds,  for  friendship 
and  support.  lnfo:Exodus  Ctr.  266-0612,  or 
write:  Fathers  in  Transition,  c/o  GCN  Box  6, 
167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111 


0\ 


coming  events 

Boston,  MA  —  Planning  meetings  for  the 
celebration  of  International  Women’s  Day 
now  being  held.  Alternative  Weds,  beginning 
Jan.  5.  7:30pm.  U/Mass  Boston,  100  Arlington 
St.  Rm.  622.  (There  will  be  a  city-wide  demo 
March  19)  lnfo:646-7707. 

Dorchester,  MA  —  Dorchester  Women's 
Committee  6th  annual  celebration  of  Interna¬ 
tional  Women's  Day  will  be  held  on  March  12. 
Info:  825-1368. 


feb  1 6  wed 


Cambridge,  MA  —  INTRODUCTORY,  an  open 
discussion  group  for  all  women,  meets  at  the 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  Topic: 
Dreams.  8pm.  Info:  354-8807. 


17  thur 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Panel  presentation  on 
"The  Feminization  of  Poverty.”  Rm  G-08, 
Larsen  Hall,  Appian  Way,  7pm.  Sponsored  by 
Ed  School  Women  of  Harvard  U.  lnfo.643-5486 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Teresa  Trull  and  Barbara 
Higbie  appearing  in  concert  at  The  First 
Church  Congregational.  7pm  and  9:30  Tickets 
$6.  Info:  547-5704. 

Boston, MA  —  GCN  proofreading.  Call 
426-4469  if  you'd  like  to  help  out  to  see  what 
time  proofreading  will  be  happening  (late 
afternoon  and  early  evening  usually).  Thanks. 


18  fri 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT! 
Come  help  send  out  the  paper  to  our  sub¬ 
scribers.  Refreshments  and  good  times.  And 
now  finally  an  intercom  at  our  downstairs 
door  so  you  don’t  have  to  call  before  you  get 
here.  Come  anytime  after  6pm  to  our  space  at 
167  Tremont  St.  (Near  Boylston  T  stop). 

Boston,  MA  —  ’PIRATES’’  the  story  of 
women  living,  loving  and  fighting  for  survival 
aboard  the  pirate  ship  Sea  Witch  15  years 
after  the  nuclear  holocaust.  Every  Fri.  and 
Sat.  eve  thru  Feb.  26.  8pm.  Cauldron  Exper¬ 
imental  Theater.-22  Randolph  St.  (near  Dover 
T  Stop)  Tickets  $5  in  advance  $7  at  the  door. 
Work  exchange  available.  Info:  542-8575. 

19  sat 

Boston,  MA  —  PIRATES  see  18  friday  listing. 
Wellesley,  MA  —  Margie  Adam  in  Concert  at 
Wellesley  College  Alumnae  Hall.  8pm. 
Tickets:  $6  at  Ticketron.  Info:  235-0320  ext. 
2670.  Sponsored  by  Women's  Alliance. 
Boston,  MA  —  Angela  Y.  Davis  will  speak  on 
“Women,  Race  and  Class  —  Build  a  Move¬ 
ment  for  all  Women”  7:30pm  Arlington  Street 
Church,  Arlington  at  Boylston.  Don:  $5.  Info: 
491-6050,  547-4680,  498-9014. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Western 
Mass.  Ski  Jamboree.  Info:  Joe  (413)  568-8208. 
Alan  (617)  658-4652.  Washington  s  Birthday 
Ski  Weekend.  Info:  Josh  (617)  232-6577  H.  Mid 
winter  Canoeing.  Info:  Kitty  (617)  282-6437. 


"-VI 

f-m 

Cambridge,  MA  —  "An  Evening  of  Jewish 
Lesbian  Culture”  readings  by  Jewish  Les¬ 
bians  in  a  benefit  for  Oasis  coffeehouse.  New 
Words  Bookstore.  186  Hampshire  St.  Don.$5. 
Doors  open  at  7:30.  No  one  admitted  after 
8pm. 

Bangor,  ME  —  INTERWEAVE  pot  luck  supper 
and  program  “Gayness  and  Aging"  6pm. 
Bangor  Unitarian  Church. 


Northampton,  MA  —  I  Love  the  Library  Party, 
a  benefit  for  The  New  Alexandria  Lesbian 
Library.  4-1 1pm.  Ask  for  donations  needed. 
Info:  584-7816. 


21  mon 


20  sun 


Boston,  MA  —  Fifth  annual  auction  to  benefit 
the  Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus  Club 
Snmeuuhere  Else.  295  Franklin  St.  4-7pm. 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Skiing  in 
Southern  Vermont.  Info:  Arnie  (617)  288-5333. 
Brookline,  MA  —  Music  and  dancing  with  the 
11th  Hour  Band,  Sugar  Ray  and  The  Blue 
Tones  In  a  benefit  for  Mobilization  for 
Survival.  The  TAM.  1648  Beacon  St.  9-2am.  $3. 
Info:  354-0008.  or  277-0982. 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  items  is  Monday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue • 


